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5th Sitting (Social and Labour Resolutions) 

Polling of office-bearers 
Lunch 

6th and final Sitting (Work for the Ensuing 
year-Election resultS'-Vote of thanks). 

Picnic at Victoria Gardens (Delegates and 
Reception Committee Members). 

Dinner 

Departure of Delegates 
Departure of Delegates 

Standing Committee meeting 
Lunch 

Standing Committee meeting 
Tea and Sight-seeing 
Dinner 

Departure of Standing Committee Members 
and Office bearers 


7 p. m. 

8 p. tn. 

8-30 a. m, to I 
12-15 

1 to 5 p, m. , 
5-15 p, m. 

7- 15 to 8 p. 

8- 30 pw m. 

9 to 10=50 a..# 
10-30 a, m. 12^31 

1 p. m. 

2 to 4~30 p. m. 
5 p. m 

7- 30 to 8-15 a. m 

8- 30 p. m '“3 
8 a. m. 

9- 10-30 a. m. 

10- 30 a, m. 12 
12-30 p. m. 

1-30 to 4 p. M. 
5. p m 

8 p. m. 

9 a. m.-i2 
12-30 p. m. 

2 to 4~30 p. m. 
'4-45 p. m. 

7-30 p m. 


28 - 12-36 Departure of Standing Committee Members 
Msnday and Office bearers 

All Standing Committee Meetings vnll be held at the Delegates* Camp. 
All Delegates, Standing Committee Members and Visitors will be admitted 
by Badge. 

Visitors’ Badges will be available at Re. If- each for all the sittings from after 
the Opening Session. 

Children will not be admitted. 

The All-India Women^s Conference Exhibition will be open from 8 a. in to 
6 p ro. Daily. 

There will be Exhibits from Constituencies. 
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td 'onrcservcdly with us is hut further lcstimon> to Her underslandins and 
- appreattUon of the aspirations and prohfems of Indian women Therefore 
I am sure you will whole-heartedly join me m offerinR Mrs Cousins the 
supreme trfhute of regarding her as entirely one of oorselres 
^ M^rs Cousins is well-known as a writer and a speaker not only to 
^Th© Indian public but also abroaJ, To us who ha^e so often been guided and 
encouraged by her words m the past the eloquent wisdom of her Prcsidenlia! 
Address will we feel sure help to sustain and strengthen that indivisible 
unity of Indian womanhood of which we arc to justly proud We are proud 
of the Unique position the Al) India womens Conference holds in India to day 
because transcending all individual diffcrwoces of opinion particularly those 
of a political or religious nature the women of India have been able to co 
operate In making their procttcal contribution to India s progress 

Mrs Cousins we ere confident that under your able guidance our Con 
ferencs will continue its valuable work with dignit> and success So on 
behalf of the Conference ! have the privilege of inviting >ou to take 
the chair 

Btgura Hamid All seconded the proposal and said : 

I have great pleasure m seconding the proposal of Mrs Mukerirc 
Mrs Cousins will do us honour by taking the Chair We are delighted tn 
have her here as our President and guide for the next year She has proved 
worthy of being nominated as our President not only by her writings and 
music but by inspiring us to take port in the work for political frapehtse 
the beUerment of womanhood and everything that tends to the progress of 
womanhood of India Her work is well known In connection with pushing 
forward legislation for preventing child mariiagr etc and doing sway with 
social and legal disabilities for women f wefcome Mrs ^farr«fft Cousiri* on 
behalf of you and invite her to take the chair 

Mrs M E. Cousins then took the chair amidst cheers and v. as gsrlsndrd 






WELCOME ADDRESS 

BY 

LADY V. R. NILKANTH 

Chainionuin Rcccpitoti Cotiumtiec 


Ladies and Gentlemen, 

As the Chairwoman of the Reception Committee of the All India 
Women’s Conference, it is my proud privilege to welcome all the office bearers 
and delegates to this Conference which is holding its llth Session in this 
historic City. No words are adequate to express our great joy in seeing you 
gathered among us. The SIic<;ha Noga of our Puraiias had a thousand tongues 
which I do not possess, but I have the honour and privilege to represent 
the thousand ladies who have joined our Reception Committee and on their 
behalf , I extend to you all, our warmest welcome. Ahmedabad is very 
fortunate in having Mrs Margaret Cousins as the President of the Conference 
and we give her our sincerest greetings. Perhaps it is not known to many 
of us that she was the originator of the idea of a Women’s Conference. It was 
through her rare foresight that a beginning was made in 1927, with a small 
band of tried workers, to unite the women workers of India. Perhaps she 
never dreamt that the little seed sown by her would grow so soon 
into such a large and umbrageous tree. Apart from this, we bow to Mrs. 
Cousins in respect and admiration for her great courage of conviction, 
for the unostentatious and silent work she has -been doing, and for the 
sacrifices she has made for our country , which, though herself a daughter of 
Erin, she has adopted as her own 

Two years back we had invited the Conference to Ahmedabad, but 
owing to the severe epidemic of Meningitis prevailing m the city the idea had 
to be abandoned The Gujarat Constituency of the All India Women’s 
Conference had given up hopes of getting another chance, for Karachi next 
extended its invitation to hold the Conference in that city. After the Trivan-- 
drum Conference in the Christmas of 1935, our Constituency considered the 
question of renewing our previous request and to our great delight and 
satisfaction it was accepted. As a result Ahmedabad has the opportunity to 
witness today this gathering of enthusiastic and untiring workers in the cause 
of womanhood 
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It maj be and h« been n,kcd what good rc.ult. from .uch Confer 
cncea? Our humble ans^ser i« that ns in the case of the mdiv.duaJ ihr 
40 deliberate before it begins to act In order that action msj 
result m nchie%ing its desired end the best of thought should be given to it 
The best brains in the countrj should be consulted and this cannot be dine 
unless those who have the same obiect in ^^ew meet and discus* the way* 
and means to attain their goal Throughout the Icigth and breadth of the 
country^ there arc hundreds of institutions 8tlcnll> working for the same ohject 
VIZ the uplift of ivomen m the educational and social spheres It n rcr> 
necessary to co-ordmate them to compare ih- different method* of wotkmw 
and to give guidance where needed Thi* can only be done by- hrms^ng ihr 
workers of these institutions together and b> contidenng the icpoit* of what 
the) arc doing In this way o properly guided and uniform policy can I r 
adopted and waste of energy avoided The exchange of views and the 
knowledge of examples for ertiulotion arc no small advantages of these 
cbnfercnces For doing useful work Conferences are essential and this is proved 
by the existence of similar bodies all the world over 

The All India Women s Conference in its short existence has attained 
in status of its own and as is well known it is considered an auihosiiy in 
man) matters pertaining to wcmciis cause This wr have tried to hrmi. 
home to the people of Gu)arat bv the lours conducted by our propaganda 
Committee in the distrieti of Gujarat and Kathiawad The member* c^f this 
Committee I am glad to say succeeded In enhsling the sympathy of numl^rs 
of women wherever they went They saw also the grrsl awalrnin that 
had come among the women They found that at all pine*** rnthuiissiic wi 
workers were conducting sewing classes physical cultural claw.** and claiir* 
lor the removal of lllilcrocy and ether* accor<|inc to ihr fardiiw* an 1 nr d» 
of each place They were struck by their •pint ol sscnfice an 1 tl e keen 
desire of these worler* to do all they could to impt isr the I r r? wpn^n 
At the ssme lime they saw that much still rrmvine I |n \t^ »Ion*’ 
appall m. illitrrocy pnveily and absence of •anitalion Iru It !e#»t t i ih t 
eye* Ihelf e*i>efirnte h*i pul re»| m the m^mlwt* ul i uf Kefejr.nn ( ~ 
ller to continue thru woik fur the amr)« ration of woiko 
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I take this opportunity of e\pressins our heartfelt thanks to those who 
have helped us m different ways, especially those who are outside our bodyi 
The owners of several Bungalows in Parimal Society and outside, .who/haVe' 
most willingly given the use of their houses for accommodating the delegates; 
deserve our sincere thanks. To the municipal schood board which has lent 
Its school building for the use of our Reception committee members, and to 
owners of houses in Pritamnagar for allowing their bungalows for the same 
purpose, our thanks are due We express our thanks to the Ahm'eciahad 
Municipality for every help renderd. There are many institutions and private 
ladies and gentlemen who have helped us in various ways to whom we are 
also grateful They are too numerous to be named individually. Principal 
Findlay Shiras of the Gujarat College has allowed us the use of George V 
Hall and of the College Building for our exhibition and his kindness 
has helped to solve many of our difficulties for which we thank him 
profusely. 

^ r 

Unlike Trivandrum, the visitors to Ahmedabad will find it a place not 
gifted with natural scenery and beauty. This city is wellknown for its 
Mahomedan architecture of the midaeval period. At present its reputation 
stands on the textile industry in which it is considered the second city in 
the whole of India. Though chiefly an industrial city it can boast of many 
philanthropic and educational institutions Mahatma Gandhi’s residence here 
for fifteen years and more has made its name famous in many countries 
outside India 

To Miss Agatha Harrison and our other Special Visitors we accord a very 
warm and cordial welcome Their presence in our midst is Very inspiring. 
To those Visitors who have also travelled from far-off countries and honoured 
us by their presence, we also extend our sincere greeting. 

Though we may have not much to offer you by way of beautiful sights, 
though our hospitality may not be adequate, I assure you our hearts are full 
of the greatest regard for you. We thank you one and all for setting aside 
racial, religious, communal, and political differences and assembling here for 
the sacred cause - the uplift of Indian Women 



MESSAGES FROM FAR AND NEAR 


The * meiiage* from the following person* and 
success to iHe Conference were onnounced 
Mahotma Gandhi]! 

H H Meharani Selu Panrati Bay! of Trarancore 

Mrs Sarojini Naidu 

H H the Rani Saheba of Bhavnagar 

H H the Moharan! of Baroda 

H H ^^aharanl Sucharu of Mayutbhani 

Lady Mirza Ismail 

Lady Abdul Quadir 

Mahararu Lalita Kumari of Vtzianagram 
Pandit jawaharlal Nehru 
Mrs Onjial Nehru 
Mr M R Jayatar 

H H the First Princess of Hyderabad 
Dr Mathulakshmi Reddi 
Dr Cousins 

Dewan Bohadur Harbilas Sarda 

Maharani Saheb of Porbunder 

Meharani Saheb of Palitana 

Darbar Saheb of Vadia 

Sardar Vollabhbhai Patel 

Maharani Saheb of Nsvanagar 

The Liaison Group in England 

The National Council of Women In India 

The Nalicmal ^ C A of India 

Tlir Women s Advisory Council on Ini! an Queiiiont 

The Urilish Common UVallh Leafue 


Tie ihrn aiVvd 'T»s esJ^s" 

€<cieiary »o *ea I ler ArnusJ Rrp «t 

* ^ , t * 1 . W i 4* VW 


associations wtshinc 


of Crrsl f r I* n 
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HON. ORGANISING SECRETARY 


Today, when we are entering the second decade of the history of 
the All India Women’s Conference, it is only fitting that we should celebrate 
it here in Ahmedabad, the home of Mahatma Gandhi who has played so 
singularly great a part in bringing women of India to a realisation of their 
responsibilities and duties in public life We have every reason to feel proud 
that we hold our Annual Session here amongst the women of Gujarat who have 
shown such unfailing courage and undimmed enthusiasm in the struggle for 
national regeneration. 

Reviewing the work of the past ten years it can be said that the All- 
India women’s Conference has now taken its rightful place as a represen- 
tative and fully established women's organisation in India. During these ten 
years the efforts of those who pioneered the cause have been crowned with 
greater success than they could have anticipated. Year after year the Conference 
brings women »of different parts of India of all classes and of all shades of 
opinion together to deliberate on problems which affect their common welfare. 
There is a fundamental unity among these women who are endeavouring to 
take their full and legitimate share of responsibilities in the work for the 
real progress of their country. 

WORK OF THE CONSTITUENCIES DURING THE YEAR 

I. Educational 

In reporting the work of the year we find that much practical work is 
being done by the Constituencies in Educational and Social advancement. 
Through the efforts of some of our members, medieal inspection in schools has 
been made compulsory in various places. In others, our members have 
opened adult-classes, delivered and arranged lectures on subjects of interest 
to women and started handicraft and industrial classes. The interest in 
debating societies is keenly kept up in certain constituencies, and others have 
also started such societies in the year under report. It is realised that at the 



ALL INDIA WOMEN S CONFERENCE 


pre.ent time when women ere on the ere of enlermc the IcRiiIeturei ,uch 
opportuniuei of debate »erve et exbemely good tromine ground for their 
future work 

^-Every effort it being made b) many of the Conilituencict to meet a 
gr^tly-felt necd-Hoitelt for girl ttudentt end women workeri firing away 
from their hornet Following the lead giren by Hyderabad ( Deccan ) and 
Baroda Attam hat opened a temporar} Hottel to ttart with, which n it 
tincerelj hoped will hove aufficicnt public lupport to cttabhsh iiicll at n 
permanent nnd well-run initituUon very toon 


Side by tide^th opening of Hostels ibe ottention of several of our 
Constituencies this jear has been particularly drawn towards the removal 
of illiteracy members ha>c started adult and niwht schools and m some 
places are Iryinp expenmenls with quickest methods of making the illitcrnle 
literate Hydrcnbad ( Deccan I and Afysore are to be spenall> mentioned 
for the growing number of schools opened through the efforts of nur 
Constituencies In Docco also ihev arc running four Primary schools snd 
four Industrial classes for adult education successfully c are pleased that 
tome of our constituencies have been instrumental in petlmK Dutnci Ilosid 
to apply the compulsory primary Education in their respeeli»c areas I et 
us hope similar agitation will be carnet} b> other Constituencies and will 
meet with success 

The necessil> for physical culture as a part of ejocalion^l progress is 
being more and more reelised The step taken by Ilarodi air in mskin 
ph>sical training compulsory in schools is to be preately appircntril ss sis 
the successful efforts of some of our Consttiucnncs in ilus dirccn n 


The Ladj Irwin Collcse 

The Lady frwin Coflcce for Horn- Earner in fMhf i* mxintntf,n£ 
satisfactory progress U i« to be hoped that those who feel ihi- n*^r t f » 
educating g»r)s tn Home i^clcnce and on different lines from tismm- e »en in 
other coIlcHCB Will rncoufflgr and suppon m every w»y this msitiui o il- 
first nnd cnl> one of its Itnd and rnablr the Conference tu rest |«n> r 
r*f< mntfil ils Incrittion 
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For the Teacher’s Diploma there were 9 candidates of whom 8 passed, 
one gaining distinction, 

"The work of the class room and the laboratory is amplified by Home 
duties, Social functions at which the students act as cooks and hostesses, 
visits and excursions to various institutions and teaching practice and obser- 
vation at local schools The students are also encouraged to take part in 
debates and tournaments The College also united in the celebration .of the 
Delhi Health Week and the Health Home Stall prepared by them was 
considered one of the most distinctive and useful section of the Exhibition. 
The Governing body had decided to move the College into the Flag Staff 
House in old Delhi, but as the terms offered by Government were not as 
advantageous as expected, and the cost of structural alterations and additions 
was also going to be considerably greater than the estimate, the Governing 
body had to reconsider their decision and have now decided to construct a 
building of their own on the s te m New Delhi already acquired by them 
three years ago I6J acres of land was acquired from the Government'^ 
on Sikandra Road on payment of Rs, 16,000/-, the building on this site 
having to be completed m three years time which period fell due at the end 
of November 1936. 

II. SOCIAL 

Before we go into the work done by the Social Section, it is my privilege 
to mention an outstanding event of the year in Social Reform. This is the 
opening of the State Temples of Travancore to all classes of Hindus by His 
Highness the Maharajah and his Durbar We know that Her Highness Maharani 
Setu Parvati Bayi has taken keen interest in this matter and it was largely 
due to her influence that Travancore State has taken lead in this matter. 
We are indeed fortunate to be able to claim as our President for the past 
year, a woman with so broad an outlook and one who is so imbued with the 
spirit of social service 

The Conference this year carried on a great deal of propaganda to 
enlist public support for the Social Bills introduced in the Legislative 
Assembly by Dr. Deshmukh, Mr B Das, Dr. Bhagwan Das, Rao Bahadur 
M C. Rajah, and Mr Hafiz Abdullah, and to urge their adoption by the 
Assembly. Every Constituency held meetings to give wide publicity to these 
Bills and to explain in detail the necessity for introducing such legislation 
to amend the present Hindu Law with regard to women’s Right to 
Property, Child Marriage Restraint Act, Intercaste marriages. Removal of 
Social Disabilities among certain classes of Hindus, and the Muslim Per- 
sonal Law Application Bill. At our Half-yearly meeting of the Standing 
Committee in July, the merits of these Bills were iully discussed, and 
recommendations for certain changes which would make the Bills more 
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^ffoctive and useful wore suggested end sent to the sponsors of these Bills 
‘ns well ns to the nuthonben concerned A letter nddressed to the members 
of the centrnl legislntures inviting their spccinl nttenbon to the Socinl Bills 
was sent by the Conference Dr Deshmuhh s Bdl on Inheritnnce wns the 
only one of those Socinl Bills thnt came up in the Assembly for discussion 
during the yenr nnd wo regret thnt the scope of this Bill hns been so limited 
before being sent to the Select Committee as to mnhe it almost ineffoctunl 
Ronhsing from past oipenenco thnt difficulbes of this nature would arise 
regarding private members Bills nnd also because the Conference bolievos 
that a wholesale revision of the eiisting legal system is necessary a Specinl 
Conunittoo on Legal OisabiliUes wns formed at our last Annual Session 
During the year this Comrmttoo has consulted prominent lawyers throughout 
the country and is drawing up a comprehensive scheme on the lines of the 
Baroda Enactments in regard to women s rights of Inheritance 

Rural Reconstruction 

’ -J 

The members of the Conference arc realitinK more and more the necessity 
of getting into touch with our Tillagea and of introducing improvemenU as 
far as possible with regard to sanitation health and education. Some consti 
tuancies have opened schools in rural areas others devote attention to sewing 
handicrafts and adult education of women Special mention must be made of 
the very good work that is being earned on m Jullundur in Satnra and in 
the newly formed Sub-Constituencj of Comillo The prominent members of 
mir Conference who have taken the load in these places have enlisted the 
co-operation of all organisations both official and non official which are 
working for rural welfare and ore thus enabled to progress more ropidly 
Their precedent might well be followed by others m the work for rural 
welfare Other Constituencies also continue to send encouraging reports of 
work done in this direction dunng the past year The plan for a model 
village undertaken by the Sind Constituency at Karachi will wo hope bo 
nn accomplished fact by next >ear Rural Reconstruction work naturally 
brings up the quesbon of untouchability hence in coping with difficulties 
faang the villages we are at the same brae working towards the solution 
of this all“important problem which has always been in the forefront of 
our activities With regard to fTanjan vtork many of the Constituencies arc 
co-operating vnth nnd helping those tocicbet which devote special attention 
to this question 

Labour 

The npjxjintment of a woman orB^nisor to look into the conditions of 
nnd provide work for women eliminated from the mines of Cihar which was 
sanctioned at the Trivandrum Conference hns not been put into force ft 
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has not been found necessary for the Conference to appoint a WomarC 
Organiser* for the mines at present as, largely due to the activities of Miss^ 
Copeland, one of the members of our Labour Sub-Committee, the Government 
of Bihar have taken up the matter and have informed us that they were 
looking into the matter of finding employment in Cottage Industries for these 
women who have lost their employment We are glad to note that the reco- 
mmendations of our last year’s Standing Committee Member for U. P. Agra, 
helped in effecting the appointment of an Honorary Inspectress for women 
labourers in the factories and mills of Cawnpore 

Indigenous Industries 

Several constituencies are working for the encouragement of cottage 
industries such as Weaving, Bee-keeping and various handicrafts. Exhibitions 
have been held in various parts to encourage and give publicity to indigenous 

products. If all constituencies followed their lead and held exhibitions along 

with their Constituent Conferences then a great impetus would be given to,- 
local products. Industrial classes are < also working successfully in 

many areas. 

Loper Relief and Tuberculosis work 

In some constituencies our members have visited existing local leper 
Relief Clinics, and have effected considerable improvements by their suggestions, 
Mrs. Kuriyan, the Standing Committee Member for Madras, is doing splendid 
work as the Secretary of the Madras Leper Relief Association The Anti- 
Tuberculosis Dispensary in Jullundur Sub-Constituency continues to do 
good work. Agitation has been carried on for the establishment of 

cancer hospitals. 

Maternity and Child Welfeire work 

Baby Creches and Child Welfare Centres continue to be run success- 
fully in some areas. Maternity Centres and Dai-training classes have increased 
in number in the Constituencies. 

Birth Control 

After Mrs. Sanger’s visit to the last Session of our Conference and 
her extensive tour throughout the country an impetus was given to the 
spread of scientific knowledge of Birth Control There is still a great deal 
of controversy on this matter and the standpoint of our Conference is mis- 
understood in some quarters. The Conference is doing propaganda work for 
the spread of tins knowledge through recognised clinics to poor mothersj who 
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■^ifional prognrett At tho •amo time vre feel that there is no catue for 
despondency that the record of our progress in a few years gives us hope and 
augurs well for the future The Conference aspires to he representative of 
wotne^ of every class in India and although today we cannot yet say that we 
include all the mass of Indian women we feel that we are striving to work 
on the nght lines With courage and determination and a rationahsUc outlook 
not he long before we achieve our ohiect 


Mrs Ammu Swaminadhan 
Hon Organising Secretary 
AlWndia Women s Conference 
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Presidential Address 

By 

Mrs. Margaret E. Cousins 

'Fellow-Delegates, Sisters and Brothers, 

Ten years of work earned out by this Conference lie completed behind'^' 
us as today we start our deliberations and our dreams for the first year ol , 
a new decade of service Our first duty is to thank the Inner Powers which > 
rule our human destinies for blessing our endeavous to mould the world 
nearer to our heart’s desires, and for granting to the small pioneering band 
who started this Conference at Poona in 1927 success beyond their first _ 
limited schemes, and stability, and ever-widening thought and actibn in its 
opportunities for service, primarily to women and children, and through them ' 
to all India and the world, 

India My 'Adopted Country 

1 cannot adequately express my happiness at the affection and 
confidence which you have shown me in electing me as your President this 
year I feel deeply the honour you have done me in considering me as 
truly one of yourselves From the day I landed in Madras about this time 
twenty-one years ago to join 'Dr. Annie Besant I have felt spiritually at 
home, politically, as an Irish-woman, equally at home; physically, thank God, 
full of energy and good health; and coming straight from full participation 
in the valuable experiences of the struggle for votes for women in Britain 
and Ireland I soon realised that I had much to learn from you, my Indian 
sisters, and that anything I could do side by side with you in your struggles 
for freedom would not repay all I received from this great land full of Beauty, 
Philosophy, Peace, Simplicity of Life, Ahimsa, and from the Hindu conce- 
ption of Ardhanarishwara, the dual Being, Half-Lord, Half-Lady, Divine 
Equality, Father-Mother of all creation, and from the -Moslem acceptance of the 
spiritual equality of man and woman as expressed in the explicit language of 
The Koian I have adopted India as my home for this life and it is a privilege 
for me to work in any and every way for its restoration to supreme dignity 
Though I identify myself with your hope* and interests I do not feel worthy 
of your largeness of heart in overleaping the boundaries of nationalism and 
thus demonstrating that we are a solidarity of sisters in a world where the 
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woe. of women ere .mnler erery where Despite my msdequecy espeaelfy 
«. regards language ( though 1 atruggle to learn Hindi ) 1 .haU do my best 

to bo a President worthy to follow the more eminent and bnlbant President, 
of the past year* 


Ahmedahaclr Gandhiji Hanjaiu 

Last year our Conference waa entertBinecf with royal honour* m what 
I may call the Women a Kingdom of Travancorc and m that matriarchal 
State we iaw in operation many of the reforms for which we are ilraining 
such a» inheritance right* for women an<l the proportion of one literate girl 
to every two literate boy* 

Today we are hack again in a Presidency of India not an Indian 
Sta^e We are happily m the city for »o many year* ble»*eif by the preaence 
of tbe Sage of Sabarmati Mahatma Gandhi and we have to be worthy of 
the contmued benediction of that holy patriot reformer who brought our 
womanhood and ita power of •ervico and national sacrifice more into pro" 
mincnce m 5 year* than all our reform movements had done in the previou* 
hundred years Wo are in a democratic environment- and you have a demo 
erotic President This is the City of Cotton-and you have a Khaddar-^Iad 
President Could we be nearer the agriculturists and industrial moties ? 
Here we can study at first hand problems of the peasantry and tbe mill- 
workers V early our pilgnm bands of Conference delegates pass up and 
down and back and forth through this vast land like a shuttle weoving a 
new khaddar cloth for Mother India end we thunk our hostesses of Ahmedabod 
for giving us this inspiring and instructive resting place this year Ahmedobad 
ts also feroou# for it* Harijan Aibramo and todoy nothing Is more prominent 
in our thought* than the Proclomolion of the Mohnrojn of Travcncorc 
granting temple entry to Hurijans of that Stale and wo rejoice at such 
liberation and are proud that such an net has taken place during the year 
when H H 8 ideal Mother hos been the President of our Conference and that 
the Resolution that this Conference passed last Xmas at our Trivandrum 
Conference m her presence was one of the factors which brought about this 
consummation of the Vaikom Temple Salyagrnha the fast and touring of 
Gandhijl and the able advocacy of the came In this last year in Trnvoncore 
State b> amongst other* the Convener of our own Unlouchability Comrnlltee 
Mr* Brijlnl Nehru 

Renewal of Inspiration 

A presidential address must be a fresh draught of idealism from our 
primary spring and those who were present at Poona will remember what 
nn outpouring of blessing and spiritual enthusiasm and power one and *I o 
us received on that historic occasion 
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"We are piivileged, ” prophetically said our first President, the 
Maharani of Baroda, " to be called to take part in a noble task. This 
opportunity, used with a sense of its responsibilities, with a vision of its 
enormous possbilities, will make history. Here we are assembled to discuss 
those things wich are essential for the education and general well being 
of the future mothers of the race, A Conference such as this should be 
a call to action, a challenge to those who would hold us back, an inspira- 
tion to co-operation in a victory of freedom and enlightenment over darkness 
and slavery.” 

" Nowadays people, especially men, are always asking us in critical tones, 
"And what has your Conference done ^ Aren’t you disappointed with it ?’* Our 
ideal was so high, our youthful hopes were so enthusiastic that when we have 
met with furstration, when we have to be patient, when personalities begin to 
creep in, when it is difficult to get fresh workers, and young people seem to be 
only frivolous, even our own women members are tempted to turn critical. I 
am not one. such I would like someone to write as my epitaph, “One of the 
Encouragers." As President this year I want to inject fresh encouragement and' 
enthusiasm into you and so I conceive it one of my privileges to bring 
rapidly before you some of the Conference achievements which should satisfy 
any fair-minded seeker for 'truth and should make us members proud of the 
past of our Conference and hopeful of its future. 

Achievements 

We have created an All-lndian organisation of 36 Constituent areas, with 
114 Sub-Constituency areas whose annual gatherings have been training grounds 
in public service & public speaking unequalled in the country, and unique in India 
as they are earned through by women only. We have created a most remarkable 
union of women of all classes, creeds, races, castes Though originally a band of 
the intelligentsia we now are a solidarity of sisters such as never existed before 
in India ranging from Maharanees to Harijans, including Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs, 
and Christians, all feeling the common link of conference connection, activities, 
friendships. We have also created a public opinion on womens’ questions of a 
strength which did not exist previously. We have raised the prestige, dignity, 
influence, power, and capacity of our united womanhood, and gained a new and 
deep appreciation from the public for women’s ability and for their rights of 
citizenships,— a wider vision of women’s sphere and responsibilities, nationally 
as well as domestically. 

Chronologically, it was largely owing to our agitation and support that 
the Age of Consent Bill and the Sarda Act were passed Our Memorandum on 
Educational Reform is a handbook to educational authorities and is constantly 
consulted by them We founded a Women’s Education Fund of six lacs 
through which we have organised and established, the first Indian Women’s 
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Collogo for Home Science and tfu» Lady Irwm Collge i> yearly growing in 
public favour and proving itself a model for an alternabvo now type of girls 
educabon wich will have the most far reacfamc resuJta 

International Interest 

We have shareij in the nboIiUon of the Devadasi system and the passing 
of the Brothels Bill increased the number of Children s Acts and the rescue 
of delinquent children Wo hare gamed such international repotabon that 
vistors from foreign countries hasten to attend our Conferences We have 
had such from Britain America japan and this year Austraha and the 
. _^ague of NnUons Our membera have also been honoured special delegates 
to International Conferences in America and Istambul We also took the 
major share in bringing about the remarkble first All Asian Conference 
' IQ 1931 whose prestige and bmelmess brought it into the circle of Women s 
Associations which form the Women s Consultative Committee of the League 
oCNations 

" Swadeshi 

^ At regards our support of Indigenous Industries >ou have oal^ to com 
^pare the sans we are wearing today with those Vtdeshi materials m which vre 
were almost all arrayed in Poona m )927 to he convinced of the sincerity ond 
success of our promobon of Khaddor and Swodeshi as we followed the lead 
given to the^country by Mahatma Gandhi for we understood the necessity of 
economic self help and our responsibilities as the demanders and consumers of 
materials In our annual exKihiUons of Indigenous Industries at our many 
Conferences and m our Entertainments woman is in her element as lover 
ezpressor and stimulator of Beauty m Arts and Crafts ond m the Rne Arts 

Health 

We have taken a lead in pointing to a soluUon of the dread problem 
of the menaang growth of population in this country Our Conference has 
ranged itself on the slJe of Eugenic scientific Birth Control through the diss- 
emination of knowledge by recognised clinics of which those conducted by 
our Bombay Conatiluency since last year ore examples worthy to bo followed 
everywhere I myself bslievc that dedicated self control In the sex life Is the 
highest ideal but while people ore growing to that perfection 1 believe also in 
using the help of Science to rcgulolo the q lalltyand quantity of the race and 
especially to liberate physically ond economicolly helpless mothers from too 
frequent and univanlcd child bearing amongst the general masses of hutninlly who 
have not the spiritual will to sublimato sex impulses must save by all 

health schemes a large proportion of the 200 000 Indian mothers who are yearly 



PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 


27 


victims of maternity, and the millions of babies who are unnecessarily born 
only to die within their first year of life. 

India’s Women Legislators 

Then we can all be proud that as a result of our direct campaign for 
our political status through Memoranda, Deputations, Conferences, Publicity, 
the new Constiution will give India the premier place m the nations of the 
world in respect of the number of her women legislators, for by March there 
will be 41 women occupying scats in the vaiious Legislatures of the land, 
with 15 more to be added if and when the Federal scheme begins to function. 

The mere recital of these achievements will hearten us for our future 
struggles, will Increase our pride in our womanhood as such, and develop our 
sex loyalty, creating a new atmosphere and mentality whch is ns valuable as 
any concrete piece of legislation, new reform m education, or local item of 
constructive work. 


Elementary Education 

Yet these p" r-s are only as drops m the ocean of our country’s needs. 
It is true that we have wide and deep cause for disappointment. The continued 
illiteracy of the country is heart-breaking to those who love India. In twenty 
years the percentage of literacy of Indian women has not risen from two to 
three per cent. An enquiry by a Committee of the Government of Madras 
this year reported that there was no money available for this desirable reform, 
and in the Central Provinces we saw the opposition of the Government to 
Mrs. Tambe's gallant attempt to introduce a Bill to give Compulsory Primary 
education to girls only Gokhale claimed that two- thirds of the national 
revenues should be spent on education Under the present system of govern- 
ment only 8% of these Indian revenues is allotted to education. While India 
spends only 8 crores for 350 million people on elementary education, Britain 
spends 86 crores for only 40 million, and the United States spends 347 crores 
for 130 million {Planned Economy for Indta by Visveswarayya ) Even within 
the meagre amount avai'able for education here we women are not getting a 
fair deal. Fourteen times more money is spent on boy’s education than 
on girls’ The Governor of Bcmbay himself Suggested recently that these 
disproportionate amounts should be adjusted by Government so as to raise 
the literacy of women “which is a great obstacle to the progress of society,’’ 
he said It is appalling that only one out of every 100 girls gets elementary 
education, and only 1 out of 1,000 girls gets secondary education. At the rate 
we are moving it will be a thousand years before India catches up in educa- 
tion with other nations ! Yet Russia has shown the world that she could 
"become literate in 20 years We women can legitimately ask in the interests of 
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Collogo for Homo Scionoe nnd thm Lady Irwin Collge i> yearly growing m 
public favour and proving itaolf a model for an altemahvo new typo of girla 
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expresBor and atimulalor of Beauty m Arts and Crafts ond m the Fine Arts 
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of the menacing growth of population in this country Our Conference has 
ranged itself on the sije of Eugenic sacntific Birth Control through the diti- 
emmalion of knowledge by recognised clinics of which those conducted by 
our Bombay Constituency since last yeor arc examples worthy to be followed 
everywhere I myself believe that dedicated self control m the sex life Is the 
highest ideal but while people arc growing to that perfection I believe also in 
using the help of Science to regulate ihe q lality'and quantity of the race, and 
espccialjy to liberate physically and economically helpless mothers from too 
frequent ond unwanted child beoring amongst the general masses of humanity who 
have not the spiritual will to sublimate sex impulses We must save by all 
health schemes 0 large proportion of the 200 000 Indian mothers who are yearly 
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Mctims of maternity, and the millions of babies who are unnecessarily born 
onlj to die within their first > car of life 

India’s Women Legislators 

Then we can all be proud that as a result of our direct campaign for 
our political status through Memoranda, Deputations, Conferences, Publicity, 
the new Constiution \m11 give India the premier place m the nations of the 
world in respect of the number of her women legislators, for by March there 
will be dl women occupying scats in the various Legislatures of the land, 
with 15 more to be added if and when the Federal scheme begins to function. 

The mere recital of these achievements will hearten us for our future 
struggles, will increase our pride in our womanhood as such, and develop our 
sex loyalty, creating a new atmosphere and mentality whch is as valuable as 
nn> concrete piece of legislation, new' reform in education, or local item of 
constructive w'ork 


Elementary Education 

Yet these r" ris are only as drops m the ocean of our country’s needs. 
It is true that we have wide and deep cause for disappointment. The continued 
illiteracy of the country is heart-breaking to those who love India. In twenty 
years the percentage of literacy of Indian women has not risen from two to 
three per cent. An enquiry by a Committee of the Government of Madras 
this 3 'ear reported that there was no money available for this desirable reform, 
and in the Central Provinces we saw the opposition of the Government to 
Mrs. Tambe’s gallant attempt to introduce a Bill to give Compulsory Primary 
education to girls only Gokhale claimed that two— thirds of the national 
revenues should be spent on education Under the present system of govern" 
ment only 8% of these Indian revenues is allotted to education. While India 
spends only 8 crores for 350 million people on elementary education, Britain 
spends 86 crores for only 40 million, and the United States spends 347 crores 
for 130 million {Planned Economy for India by Visveswarayya ) Even within 
the meagre amount available for education here we women are not getting a 
fair deal. Fourteen times more money is spent on boy’s education than 
on girls'. The Governor of Be mbay himself Suggested recently that these 
disproportionate amounts should be adjusted by Government so as to raise 
the literacy of women “which is a great obstacle to the progress of society ’’ 
he said It IS appalling that only one' out of every 100 girls gets elementary 
education, and only 1 out of 1,000 girls gets secondary education. At the rate 
we are moving it will be a thousand years before India catches up m educa- 
tion with other nations ! Yet Russia has shown the world that she could 
become literate in 20 years. We women can legitimately ask m the interests of 
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our children, however that two third* of the large amount that being given 
to each Prvinco bb a Birthday Gift to the New Conibtution thall be imm 
ediately allocated for spreading elementary education as the tafest and most 
valuable investment for the future (Viavatwarayya) Wo ahould tncnv that 
while England spends on her defence only )2X of her revenues Swtaerland 
9^ and the U S A- MX the expenditure on the army of this most peaceful 
country is 25X. I quote Government Pubhaty Department figures. The first 
recommendation of the Inchcape Commission for retrenchment \ra8 the Army 
estimates We women look to its further retrenchment to set free money for 
nation— building services Tbe people are already too taxed for the provinces 
to tqeeie them further Our Indian adminstration is the most costly in the 
world said a Royal Commission on the subject. While the purse strings are 
compulsorily withheld from Indian cont oI m cuch manner that over 50X of 
tbe central and provinciel nabonel revenues is consumed by army law order 
and adminstration there is no hope of liquidating Iliterncy History has 
proved that that can only be done by the full resources of a free nation 

Elections 

In electoral matters we find to oor disappointment that our elected 
women will be the chosen of men and of vested interests of groupings of men 
rather thon in any way representatives of women because men voters are 
nearly seven tunes as many as women It has been especially painful to us 
that the political parties have put forward only a couple of women for general 
seats despite the pleading of the Congress President and though it was evident 
from the elechon of women for Municipalibes and from the immense success of 
Mrs Rukmani Lakshmipnthl for the general consUtuency seal of Madras City for 
the Logislabve Council that our sox is no barrier to eleebon MCloncs The whole 
election subject is amuddle without principle or consistency It can bo set right onl> 
by the substitubon of adult Franchise and we will continue to work for that 
with might and mam to obtain our freedom from the undesired and unnatural 
qunhlicBtion ol rosnioge and ihe diapanty o( number! and the limllatiom ol 
a monetary atalua inatead ol a human and rational itatui Ai lor the Tirua 
ol tommunaliam that baa been forced on ua the only way to get rid ol it !a 
to vote lor candidate! who pledge tbcinaelvea to remove communal electorate! 

The Future 
A Centr»l Office 

Are wo going to be disheartened and paralysed in our effort* because 
of these defects dcln>s or parlial successes? Surely not Such a great 
gathering a* this today re charge* u* to Incjcaicd effort* Our immedialc 
new task i* to improve further our organlaation by establishing s permsnent 
Central Office in Delhi and by securing the wholetime services of a Travelling 
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Sccrclnr\ wlio \m 1I be jmi inspircr of nil the Constituencies, n circulating 
librnry of information between us nil, nn'l a sumulator of great expansion of 
local effort. The public ow’cs us something for our past work We invite 
and expect from it, from wise j)hilnnthropists and from our Constituencies 
generous contributions towards the scheme for collecting tw'o lacs of rupees as 
the endowment Fund which wull give the annual income necessary for putting 
this organisation on a stable foundation instc.id of the hand-to-mouth un- 
dignified cMstcntc it has so far had 

Increased Local Work 

Next 1 appeal to our members individually to increase their efforts in the 
%%orlv thci arc alrcndv doing so ns to spread health, purity, beauty, recreation, 
enlightenment, knowdedge, prosperity, freedom, happiness. It is not substraction 
of schemes, but multiplication of workers we want and of numbers of the 
schools, hostels creches, women’s parks, classes in Hindi, clinics, rural train- 
ing centres, demonstrations of communal unilj, anti-drink campaigns and Civic 
groups, Harijan services. Vigilance Committees, and dozens of other fine 
schemes w'hicli different localities arc carrjing on 

Temple Entry 

The example of Travancorc will give us all added zest to push forward 
temple entr> and full equal social rights for all Hanjans as one of our fore- 
most all-lndinn schemes this coming year. Naturally we shall all engage 
ourselves next Februarj in using our votes for the best candidates for 
the elections, through which we want to show the mass mind of the more 
widely enfranchised and representative India 

Village Work 

We must also as an entire Conference get into touch with our sisters in 
the villages, fields, factories. We must know their lives at first hand if we 
want to speak in the name of the mass of Indian womanhood. These 
agriculturists and industrialisls form 7,000 out of every 10,000 of the popu- 
lation, and actual wage-earning women form 2,000 out of every 7,000. Let 
us live in a village as Gandhiji is living in Shevgaon so that we may get to 
grips with it and help the people who arc living each on an average at a 
rate of As. 2 per day Only through the documentation of the heart will we 
get the courage and will to plan wisely and carry through practically a new 
social and economic order where the wealth that exists in this land and the 
necessaries that are produced in it may be shared equitably and sanely, “with 
knowledge free, and the head held high " 

Study of Fundamentals 

In his reply to our Conference Questionnaire to parties regarding the 
programme of candidates for the elections Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru said 
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Ethiopia during the paat year ha» raiacd higher than ever the longing of 
India to regain its lo«t ooTcreignty The demand of Swaraj la not a party 
queiUon National self government la a racial birthright above the division* 
of party ways and means of secunng or maintaining it There it no 
regulation in our Constitution to prevent u* from expressing ourtelves 
on this paramount subject Has not the political statu* of 
the whole country a* much to do with the welfare of women and children as 
the political statu* of women within an admittedly unsatisfactory new Consti 
tubon ? By enunaating our national aspirabon we »ot ourselves right with the 
country Wo vnll not thereb Ictome at Party Our member* wll use the 
Congrea* and other existent political organisations and their own environmental 
necessities as their self-chosen means of working politically 

Said the great Hindu law giver Manu 

Self rule is bliss Servam atmavasham Sukum 

Every other rule is misery Servam paravasbam dukam 

' Knowing our members and Constituencies intimately os I do I make 
iold to say that there is not one of us who will not rejoice if we pass a 
Resolubon at the earliest possible moment declaring that we unite as o 
Conference with the country s demand for political freedom because 
it 1 * our birthright, because it is a principle and because it alone will 
give full effect to the social and economic freedom of women and secure 
our desired welfare of children Our first mandate to our 56 women legislators 
must be in my opinion Work first for political liberty for liberation from 
subjection both internal and external nod aide by side with that supreme task 
work for all our already expressed ideals and reform* 

My final thought must be again for the individual woman for our 
Counby and our Conference arc alike made up of individual* Each of us 
women is Divine m our nature Let us Identify ourselves with the eternal 
God or Good or One Life which is the very Well Spring of our being and 
from the realisation of the Powers of that Unity go forth from this Conference 
re vivified and re charged with spiritual and patriotic energy for carr)inc on 
al! our crusades 
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t 1 ^ 1 

1 am I sincerely grateful to the lobal organisers of this Conference for 

Yl givingx me an opportunity of expressipg, my deep 

^ ® admiration fdr the noble * work which the 

educated women of , mbdern India, irrespective of caste, creed and, 
social position have been doing for their silsters, and through them for the 
whole country, for the last ten years. I trust I am voicing the universal 
opinion of our i people when 4 say that' it was that" courageous band of early 

social reformers ' working tinder the broadminded and 
Origin of the longsighted leadership of men like the late Mr. Justice 

Movement -^Mahadev Govind Ranade who did the pioneers’ work of 

surveying the fields and opening up paths through the, thick 
jungles of Ignorance? and prejlidice, but thb march forwari^ with electrip 
speed, almost amounting to shocktactics we owe to Mahatma Gandhi, that 
great man who has stirred the s6ul of India to 'its depths and released spiritual 
forces wich ^are now, , acting m every department of life. 


The prblems iwhich the i women have been tackling »for the last ten 
years and which they will carry forward in this Session are problems of 
common interest affecting men as Nvell as women, in fact, there ^is no 
such thing as Indian men and « Indian women living in different islands, 
but one Indian natipn livmg im a common land, possessed of common 
interests and leading a common life. And, therefore, whatever solution 
the conference ,of Indian women '^’Will ‘offer of the differe^nt problems 
will eventually affect men^ as well as v^omen. I lay emphasis upon 
this aspect of our work, as 1 1 want to point out that the standard of right and 
wrong in regard, ,to every resolution which we pdss^ is not the rights of 
women as against men, but social good i. e. the good of the society as a 
whole,^ we have had enough of wars in the wbrld', such as religious wars, 

\ t 

imperialistic ,.wars, class wars — letv us not add one more to the number, viz. 
the sex-war. I hasten to a.dd, however,' that there is as yet no sex-war in 
India, nor have I reason to fean that there' will be one in the near or distant 
future upless we in our overzeal forget that peaceful homes are the highest 
mark of civilisation and pplture. 


_ I - 

I regard the Women’s movement' as not'' a paltry ripple on the surface 
of our national life but as the crowning point of the great Indian Renaissance 
which has set in from the seventies of the last century. 
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1 wouia now touch upon one point before 1 conclude It is I^iucatiot 
Women *,oducaUon bri»tlet with problem* on which differ 
Education cncei of opinion exist m plenty My attitude to all those 

difference* may be •ummed up in one »imple formula— 
They are aU right from different points of view What about co education ? I 
am emphatically for it in the primary stage and the higher i o the univer*it> 
stage Should there not bo separate college* for women ? There •hould be 
for that would give a powerful stimulus to their higher education but co-cduca 
tion will be necessary for those who propose to enter the medical professioru 
Should ther^ be separate courses of study for men and women ? To some extent 
only Both women and men are human beings have human needs and human 
aspirations Why should any 8ub}ecta which are taught tn boy* schools and 
colleges be denied to girls ? Are they less interested in History •or Geography 
or Philosophy or Civics or Literature than men ? Why should wo suppose that 
poetry and music and drawing and painbng and domotlic icience are the 
only proper subjects for them and that they have no right to understand and 
enjoy the marvels of science However in these daj# of expanding 
Vnowledge when it is imposible to take all knowledge for one s province it 
IS but proper that men and women should divide their work according to 
their respective needs and capaaties and yet bring the two halves of education 
together in the home of which they are common owner* 1 would 

therefore include m their education a knowledge of history geography arith 
znetic, nature study general science civic* and ;uri>pnideni.e a* readily a* 
literature music pointing and domestic eaence Bit thi greiit need o/ the 
hour is secondary edsication oj girls It should be made thoroughly compre 
hensive and rational and adapted to the need* of the mQ}orit> of girl* 

In our real for imparting higher education to women who are fully cntilled 
to It let us not forget the still greeter need of »trcngthening and improving 
their secondary education which is the back bone of education In a 
democracy 


Sir M 1 Kadn 

In responic to the wish of the Chairwoman of the Reception Committre 
ibnl 1 »hould ipooL n few word* on thi« occntion 1 me to do id Al llic 
ouitel 1 deiiie to welcome the Iodic* who hove come todny Irom dlllcrent 
part* ol India to thi* old and hi*tonc ot) of Ahmedobod The Pieiidenl ol 
the Conleienco mode mention |U*t now ol the ciiticwm of ihoie who n*lt what 
reault* ore beine achieved by Conference* of thi* hind But the Rreol intere*! 
lahen in ihe.e Conference. *hown by the pre.ence here today of .uch a 
inree audience of pcr.on. 'rom all over India f* .ulficfent evidence ayatn.l 
,uch criticUm while the very fact of the holdinE ot thi« Conference for the 
Eleventh time i* poiitive proof of it* necc**ity 
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Dr. Sumant Mehta 

' This Conference has been m existence for over ten years and during 
that relatively short period of time it has made creditable progress. It is 
no longer a Conference seeking merely to spread education amongst women 
and to beseach Government to pass certain legislation for your social better- 
ment Since 1926 you have marched much further and higher than any one 
could have anticipated In 1930 during and after Civil Disobedience move- 
ment there was a unique awakening in our country, but the awakening amongst 
women was something wonderful Women now aspire to take a hand in the 
national struggle, and often to lead it They have felt the national urge for 
freedom-freedom from political, social and economic exploitation 

Now with regard to 3'^our organisation The Constituencies of Gujarat 
and Baroda have not got a single branch Until you organise your branches 
in the talukas of all your districts you cannot hope to come in contact with 
the masses Eight}' per cent of our population m this country live in the villages 
and it is a sad fact that the women outside the Presidency towns and a few large 
towns know nothing about your Conference activities You have now to devjse 
means for coming in intimate contact with the rural problems. I should like 
to draw your attention to the fact that women from all over Gujarat (including 
Kathiawar) are attending this meeting as members of the Reception Committee 
They have not come merely to see the Tamasha, but they want to be told 
how best they can c&rry the message of the Conference to every part of their 
Province This morning they had a side Conference of their own where they 

have decided to carry on active work throughout the year 

• 

We have not been able to educate public opinion to the extent that we 
should have done on all problems of social reform such as prevention of 
child marriages, education of girls, dowry and other matter. I wish to tell 
you our bitter experience in the Baroda State that by mere legislative enact- 
ment and by fines you cannot reform evil customs You have in addition to 
carry on a well organised educative propaganda amongst the masses. 
This requires an army of women workers to move about and preach in the 
important villages. 

Finally, I should point out to you that your efforts at emancipation 
and betterment are not an isolated phenomenon but they form part of a 
world-wide movement Look at the marvellous progress which the Turkish 
women have made, they were veiled and imperfectly educated. In ten years 
the veil and polygamy have disappeared like magic. The Russian, the Persian, 
the Chinese and other womenfolk have made remarkable advance In many 
countries women have fought in warfare side by side with men. This type 
of co-operation is not only natural but inevitable. We have to form a united 
front, we should ignore differences of race, caste, religion and sex. Our 
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fight IS slong mai,y fronts socisl economic, and politics! Let u* sJT ’Work 
togethor snd fight togothor in thi} griip strugglo that has ahead of ui 

Wiss Agatha jHamson— Ldndojr ( Special -viilior ) 

In bringing you a ipessago frpm i the Liaison Gtdup in 'England 
that works m co operation with the All India Womens' Cinference I am 
coriScious of the pthor organisaUons of women in Great Brifain 'and 'their 
deep hnd abldmg interest in the Indian womonj but as 1 aril a' delegate of the 
LiaisOn Group 1 have been asked to give a short massage to 'you from this 
group '' 

” At ttu moit critical when evorjr country «Bem* to be arming 

to the teeth when mutual feara anil chatruat seem to dominate 
erory nabonal policy ^d^when one country in EuVdpe la in the 
\hrowa of poatibly ^he moat ghastly oVil war in hiatory-*we beliere 
that the women in pimpst cTcry country ure pasaidnalely desirous 
of peace Women everywhere must unite and We ^eed l!he help of 
Indian women in the work -of preparation for peace so infinitely 
harder than preparation for war We believe that "Women in the 
East, and perhaps eapeaaUy lo India have a parUcular contribution 
to make Whatever it be'-^hether an emphaala dn apirituol values 
which should not i^punteraqt violence or any other contribution 
specially their own“*we look to the women of India at this 
tune to join hands with ua In belpmg -to sove civilisation from 
destruction 

Whatever tjiii work has n^cant fo the All-lndia Women's Conference 
it has been nothing to what it has meant lo IH Great 

&rttA in in bringing a bette^ undarstanding of the problems facing tbe 
4vomert hero It bee also brought ua many fricndsbipa I would suggest to 
you that mutual understanding end friendship sre the two rocks on which 
peace is built. 

Dr Geprgma Sweet'Australia 

First Vice P5esidont ol the Pan pacific Womens' Conferente (shecisl visitor) 

I cannot tell you the trgmendous ploosure ihot it is to me to he today 
the visible link between yourselves and the women ■of fourteen countries 
eround the Pocitic Ocean Scientists tell u. ihht Australis and India were 
once united. Unfortunetely these two countries ore many miles off at presenL 
Also unfortunately since Indie Is not among the countries which boarder the 
Podfic Oceon her women connot bo actuolly members ol that group which 
constitutes the Pan Paalic Womens Associetion though we welcome the 
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closest possible co-operati6n' and Tnendship between the women of Indta and 
^tbose laround the Pacific Ocean. The objects of the Pan Pacific women’s 
Association are , , 

(a) To strengthen the bonds of peace and frierldship among Pacific people, and 
' . ' . ‘ . > ' ' 

(b) V To 'initiate' and promote co-operalion among the women of the Pacific 

for the study and betterment of existing conditions 

1 -s * 

t I < 

< ' Thenr 'aims ' arc tTius similar to those, of the All-India Women’s 

Conference within your own country, and I bring to you , to-day the greetings 
, and the very hearty and sincere expression of^ goodwill of those • women of 
our fourteen member-countries in and aroupd tlje great .Pacific Ocean. It will 
be' - an inspiration ' to’ the next Pan .Pacific Women’s Conference to know 
some-thing of the work of Indian wornen, and to know that you on your 
part recognise that we are working for peace and justice' in and between 
^ various countries, And- for' friendship between all countries- We believe that 
It IS' only possible to attain this much-to-be-desired-end by the most funda- 
mental spiritual attitude to life as a whole ^ and to. all human beings. Only 
I thus we 'can secure perpetual' peace in any individual country, and between 
individual countries,' and still more, in the wh.ole of this troubled world I 
also bring sincere and hearty greetings, to you f^om the Australian Joint Standing 
iCommittee, aud ' the Australian Pan Pacific^ Women’s Committee, which 
.include in their membership eleven of the major Nation-wide Associations ‘of 
,the Australian Women. The women of, th^ Pacific countries, and particularly 
ithe women of Australia, desire to associate themselves with the women of 
the All-India Women’s Conference in all their attempts, to secure conditions 
which ‘Will make possible a 'higher development qf, the body and mind and 
soul of every man, lyoman and child, from the highest to the simplest in the 
land. 1 wish the ' greatest possible success to your deliberations . here at 
Ahmedabad,' and hOpe that endeavours j;o improve cqnditions may be crowned 
with increa'sing success while ^here is any work to do in this world, that is, 
unbl all men and w’omeil rise to the fullest achievement of all that which 
is possible to the personality of each. ^ 

L ' 

, 1 . Lady Procter-England (Special Visitor) 

1 ' 

' '1 feel it IS a 'very great honour to be here to-day to give greetings and 

goodiwishes for thik Conference and ^r the coming year of work, from the 
Young Women’s Christian Association of Great Britain, which feels it has a 
special link with you, not only because two of their members sit on your 
Liaison Committee in London, but also because that Committee meets in the 
Young Women’s Christian Association’s central building in London and so 
they often have the privilege of meeting Indian representatives who come to 
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London But far •troneer than any such physical Imt is the deep profound 
realisation that whatever our nation country or race we are working 
together for one great aim and one great object vir. the enrichment of life 
for nil and the uplift of those for whom life is hard and limited Together 
we find a wider more glonoua vision of ser\ico and of fellowship m this 
great cause May I add a personal word of grateful thanks for the inntabon 
to come to this Conference and to sil with yon during your deliberations on 
so many important matters Coming back to India after many years I have 
found a wonderful inspiration from the sense of a new and vitnl life of 
fellowship and service pulsating throughout India and as I go back to Europe 
I shall carry a fresh inspiration myself from what I have seen and felt here 
I wish yon every possible success not only in the holding of this Conference 
but m the coming year of work Many difficulties may still face us os we 
struggle on towards our goal but we go forward in the spirit of courage and 
hope knovnng assuredly that which is true beautiful just and righteous 
will come to pass if we work together throughout the world in the spirit of 
faith hope and love-that spirit m which alone liuo success can be found I 
wish you all success in your conference 

Mrs De Mcl-fSpeaal Visitor) Ceylon 

Hon Secretary-All Ceylon Woiren s Conference (Special Visitor) 

As a Delegate from Ceylon I would like to say that for the last ZOfK) 
years Ce>lon has had connection with India Evcr> new movement In India 
has had its influence on our country The women of Ceylon have followed 
your Conference wth groat mlcrcst You linvc been a source of great 
inspiration to us I would like to say that the women of Ceylon reaUse that 
regeneration lies in full reconstruction I convey to you greetings from the 
women* of Ceylon I thank you very much for giving me this opportunity 
to do so 


Bajkuman Arorit Kaur 

I am sorrj that you have been kept so long and that I will have to 
keep >ou longer I have n special message to give you on behalf of 
this Conference You have heard of the Central Office that wo wish to open 
nt Delhi The President has only touched on it bticOj because I was 
commissioned to speak on the subject Until now the work of this Association 
has been earned on on a voluntary basis year after >car We have worked 
with vcr> little monc> m hand but with faith tn the nclil in the justice of 
our cause a faith that enn move mountains How were we roioc to carry on 
our work without funds has been a problem ei^ry year but living fehb hss 
brought enough mone> The wrrk has however increased so much that we 
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TiO’w feel it imperative to ask for funds for a Central Office in Delhi Our 
voluntary efforts will not, must not become less, for I personally believe that 
the spirit of all national work of regeneration must be voluntary. 
Its existence will be nothing worth otherwise. But funds are necessary for 
us, just as they are for our everyday bread. We want now to keep one or 
two paid workers who will live on a minimum wage We want this office 
to be a source of inspiration and information to those women who will go to 
take up active work in the legislatures. We want an information bureau 
not only for women, but for men also, who are sometimes very ignorant of 
questions concerning women and children We have realised ourselves now 
that the Nation cannot progress until we contribute what we have to contri- 
bute. Our members are drawn from all parts of Indief and from all classes 
of Indian Society. We want to get into much closer touch with the masses. 
We have been doing a great deal of propaganda work We have aroused 
interest specially among women We must now do much more practical work 
We want to rope in more workers For office work we must have money 
We appeal to Ahmedabad whose name, because of Gandhiji, is an inspiration 
to us, to take the lead in giving us funds. We want a living wage only. We 
have been asked by our President to be humble We are humble. We wel- 
come criticism much more than praise. These annual sessions are an 
inspiration to us, because we get together and we discuss and realise more 
than ever our weakness and our failures It is through these failures, there- 
fore, that we want to have your understanding This is not a political 
Conference. As has been pointed out by a previous speaker this is no 
appendage of any other organization. It is an Association of women no less 
anxious than any one else for the political freedom of our country but our 
members are not all able to take an active part in political life, because of 
their situation and environment They do, however, try to contribute to social 
and educational service whenever and howsoever, they can in their own sphere. 
We want you to understand such limitations. I hope we have found a corner 
in your hearts for all time and that you will give us a practical demon- 
stration of your love by giving us that which will help us to fulfil our ideal 
of service in a more national way and in a wider sphere We want your 
sympathy, interest and help, and when we appeal to you, we are quite sure, 
that we shall not appeal invain. ’ 

Ram Lakshmibai Rajwade 

It IS my pleasant duty to thank all those who have assembled here 
this evening, including of course those who have come from abroad, for their 
interest and sympathy with the Women’s Conference. 

It has been said and perhaps with justice that the Indian women’s 
movement is not a feminist movement in the sense in which it is understood 
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in the^vrest and that in.tead/bf di.cour^gemont tkey haTo'all along received 
the fnlleat sympathy help and even active co-operati9n from the men m the 
fythercrice df their cduae Since this has been the , ca«. one i. 
^ten ashed the rcaaon of the existence of a spcanl won^n a orgamaabon 
The answer is that in common with women all over the world Indian women 
have also been stirred by k new thonght and a new life and «ntb it the ideal 
of self reliance la fast being eVdlvcd in, this land Eyen If this Conference 
has not juibfied its eiiitcnco by anylhmg elae it l^i^a certamlj-l done ko by 
the promotion of the ideal of Unity which ideal found its expression m the 
united stand which the Conforfcncc consisting of i^omen of Jill cjaascs and 
creeds hap taken all alo'tig against special privileges and coipmnnal electorates 
and representation in thfe new Constitat/on Just af a womans asithe i mother; 
wife or daughter it a stabilizing fordo in k Home wo feel ihet this conference 
on account of the unique Stand they have taken l^as proved lUoIf io he such 
a force in the wider the larger home ^ the Nation J am confident that the 
women s unity will be the Ultima'te means of bringing about a brotherly 
understanding and even active co->operabor} among t|ie , seemingly dmded 
communities of this land i i 

The Gentlemen speakers of the evening have been very sympathetic in 
their remarks but we have been on previous occasional warned by ftiendk 
against a reckless progress in blfnd inulalion of the West and to evolve 
along India s own lines With the speedy developments of communication in 
the near future and with it an equally rapid transmission of Ideas it will 
he difficult to say what is really Indian except perhpps her anaent philosophy 
which 18 Ahjnsa-^p]tiin Jjvinrf and high thinking We hope the high thinking 
will return when there is Scope for it viz. with the achiavement of political 
freedom as to plain living attracbvo as it sounds such would hardly he 
conducive to the material ptogrriss of the country which pre-snpposes a diver 
sity of wants and means of their fulfilment 

Hero then is a conflict df IdcJk which the future alone will determine 
1 often wonder what exactly it is that some of our men well withers mesn 
when they ask us to progress on Indian linos A great many of the problems 
taken up by the Wofnen s Conference arc problems common to all women 
nnd which are cngneing their attention all the world over The problems 
which are taken up for discussion arc not taken up in blind imiUiion of Ihr 
West They only express the whole conception of the larger life which the 
women wish to lead Although today fhc> appear as ciscnlially womens 
problem, one feel, that they will cease to be so only when woman becomes 
econom.caU> independent What look, like a conflict is only a struggle to 
establish their individuality Women feel that besides their duly to their 
tbc> have also a contnbuiion to make towards human profress y 
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taking part in activities other than those of their homes. It may be conceded 
that in theory there is no such thing as a woman’s cause as distinguished 
from the man’s cause. But it has been found by experience that rather than 
depend upon outside help it is desirable to rely on self-help and organization 
until we reach the utopian ideal wherein the common interests will be those 
of humanity 

So far the Conference has limited itself to the spheres of educational 
& social reforms, but some of us have now begun to feel that it 
should expand its scope to include all activities of National welfare. Fortu- 
nately for this country the women can still afford not to squabble for 
petty loaves and fishes and in times of national crisis they have proved that 
rising above the limitations of communities and creeds', they can still think 
in terms of the nation, and hence one’s hopes are centred on a mighty faith 
that it IS the women, the daughters of the nation, who will yet rebuild India 
into a nation of the strong and free 

I thank you all once again for your sympathy with the Conference 

Mrs. G. R. Billimoria 

I have great pleasure in seconding the vote of thanks that has been so 
ably moved by Ram Rajawade We are thankful to the mere males for the 
sympathy they have shown towards the aspirations and ideals of Indian 
womanhood. We are also grateful to the visitors from across the seas for their 
greetings and messages of goodwill. Listening to ,one or two addresses this 
afternoon some of you might have been led to believe that this Conference 
was a political body. That would be an entire misconception of the aims and 
ideas of the Conference We have had success in our work all these years 
because we have been able to bring together not only different classses and 
communities, but women of all shades of opinion into one common fold. 
Individually we may belong to the Liberal or Independent or Congress camp. 
The Conference as such is above party-politics and will faithfully follow the 
policy formulated at the first sessions when it decided not to engage in any 
party politics. 

Friends, I am afraid, I have strayed a little from the point, but I hope 
you will excuse me in view of the urgency of the subject. 

Once again, on your behalf, I thank the speakers of the evening and 
hope you will carry the vote with acclamations. 

Then an address on behalf of the following women’s associations of 
Gujarat was presented to Mrs. Cousins and she was profusely garlanded by 
members of each of these associations 

Mahila Mandal 

Mahalaxmi Training College for women 
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Gujarat Ladiaa Club 
Mabila Patbabala 
Municipal Girla Higb School 
Sathodara Nagar Stn Samaj 
Kanya Chhatralaya 
Pritamnagar Bhagini Samej 
Vanila Vithram 
Sharda Mandir 
Jarthostl Stri Mandal 
Gort. Girl a High School 
Stree Kelvanl Mandal 
Women'a Ccrandl 
Jamnabai Saravwatl Mandir 
Bhadra Bhagml Samaj 
Khadayata Bhaguu Samaj 
Bhagiat Mandal Manlnagar 

The function came to a dote at 7 p m 



All-India Women^s Conference 

First Sitting 24th December 1936. 8-30 A. M. 


President:— Before we begin our deliberations this morning, let us ask for 
the guidance of the Higher Powers of the Universe. 

The day’s proceedings began after a few minutes silence, all standmg. 

Some of the messages which were not read on the previous day were 
now read out by the Hon. Organising Secretary. 

The Annual Report was then formally adopted, having been proposed 
by Rajkumari Amrit Kaur and seconded by Rani Rajwade. 

Mrs. G. R. Billimoria read the Balance Sheet. It was'adopted. Begum Hamid 
Ah proposing, snd Mrs S. C Roy seconding. 

Sectional and Sub-Committee Reports were then read. 

Social Section Report 1936 

Mrs J. R. Doctor 


Great progress and ,rauch activity have been shown in the work of this 
Section by the Constituencies, though the Legal Disabilities of Women, their 
Economic Dependence, and the hardships of one-sided Man-made Laws still 
exist, which require our untiring effort and strong support of Public Opinion 
to be eradicated completely 

The main interest of the Social section was centred in the Social Bills 
in the Legislatures, both Central and Provincial. 

Some of the Bills pending Legislation are. — 

1 Dj Deshmukh’s Bill on Hindu Wome’s Right To Property, 

2 Mr. B Das’ Amendment to the Child Marriage Restraint Act. 

3. Mr M C Rajah’s Bill To Remove Social Disabilities of Certain Classes 

Of Hindus 

4. Dr Bhagvan Das’ Bill To Validate Marriages among the various castes 

of Hindus 
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Tbc discomfort, snd dsnger. to wbich Third-Cla.s Rtulvr.y •pa„eng»r. 
and especially Women Traveller, are .ubiected, have cau.ed several Con.tr 
tuencies to move in the matter and request Railway AuthonUe. to take 
immediate steps to remove these long standing grievance. Bombay Coiuti 
tuency has taken up this matter ibut .mce this question is not confined to 
one Province other constituencies should move in the matter and make it an 
All India concern 

The cnthusia.m for the use of Swadeshi Articles and the encouragement 
of Indigenous Industries i. growing in India and Swade.hi Bazaar, and Eihi 
bitions were held along with the constituent conferences in Delhi Mysore 
and Bombay 

The Reports of the Indigenous Industries Rural Reconstruction, Franchise 
and Harijan Sub Committees reveal very good and solid worlc put up in those 
branches o( the Social Section 

In conclusion I tender my sincere thanks to the President the Chair 
woman the Hon Organising Secretary and the Standing Committee Members 
and Conveners o( Sub-Commitleos lor their kind co operation dunng the year 


Educational Sectional Report 

Miss R Reuben 


1 have no report In the ordmary sense because it is superfluous You will 
hsvo report of things going on in the various Constituences The Literary 
Committee the Health Committee and the Common Isngungo Commillce 
will put up their Reports It is better to put before you suggctlons ni regards 
the educational section In the lost two years thot 1 hove been Secretary 
I have come across certain difficulties which I want to put belore you. the 
DcIeEotes and members of the Stsnding Committee lor consideration The 
first point IS ns regard, the choice of the Educational Secretary I do tcel 
that the amount of our work ho. to be recogni.cd and lor work ol Ihi. type 
It I. very very ncce..nry to hove a per.on who can give all her time to the 
work "1 ou mu.l choo.e a per.on who can devote con.idcroblc amount ol 
time in doing the work My locond .ugge.tion 1. a. regard, the Edueatlon.1 
Commillce In.lead of having a number ol member, on thl. Committee 
1 led It would he more hdplul to have only the convener, ol the Education.! 
Sub Commillce. Very often the Educational Commitlco work It b.mpcicd 
a. there ore mnny member, and an.wer. hove to be given. A. regords 
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the Constituencies, one of the difficulties I find is that immediately after 
the Annual Conference they always say that they are awaiting re-election 
of their Committees There ought to be an Educational Committee 
on more or less a permanent basis whose work should not be hampered 
by half-yearly or annual Conference or echo meetings etc. 

As regards the work of the Constituencies there is a great deal of 
daily education going on, and work in every other direction is also carried 
on. Besides all this we should have facts and figures from the various 
Constituencies. One work which Constituencies should take up is to 
make a General Survey of Educational problems in their areas Very often 
we are asked for information on various educational points. But when we 
write to the Constituencies, we have to wait for ages for answer. If the 
Educational Sub-Committees are ready with these figures the information 
might be supplied in a very short time. Regarding Survey of work they will 
have to take up special work according to local needs As regards reports 
a lot of time of the Conference is wasted in reading so many reports and 
repeating same things again and again We have reports from different 
Constituencies giving same things. All Reports from different Constituencies 
should go to the Educational Committee and finally to the Organising 
Secretary’s Report, A great deal of time would thus be saved. 

All resolutions from various Constituencies are sent to the Educational 
Secretary who prints them and submits them to the Standing Committee 
But I suggest that Reports from Constituencies should go to the Educational 
Secretary in time and she should find out important Resolutions and draft 
about half-a-dozen of them for the Standing Committee for consideration 
That way our work will be facilitated and time will be saved 

Last point is the special work our Constituencies should do The most 
important thing we want to take up is literacy and I would wish that all Con- 
stituencies would concentrate their time on literacy. 

1 beg to thank you all for the patient heanng. 
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Report of the Literacy Snb-Committee 
Mm Z Lazarus 

Soon oflor the AnnueJ £e..ion wa« completed m Treyancore at the 
beginning of January 1936 1 felt 1 ihould vi«l the Indian Stale of Cochin where 
the percentage of Literacy la 70 the higheat in the whole of Indio. ] found that 
remorksbie progress had been achieved wilK regard to Primary Education 
which really helps to solve this apparently msolnblo problem. It seems more 
profitable to open fresh schools for young children than to spend a great deal 
of time energy and money on adult women bacaose it is not easy for a grown 
op woman to leave her house and work in the evenings or nights to attend 
classes Again another useful factor I found m Cochin was that Primary 
Education was more or fees under the control of Government Unfoitunately 
in other parts of India Primary Edacation is entirely m the hands of Local 
Bodies whose income is limited white lU expenditure knows no limits There 
are so many calls on the purse of the Local Bodies such at Roads Lighting 
''Sanitation Conservancy etc that they are inclined to treat Primary Education 
as the Cmdrella of their family 1 appeal to the Delegates present here to use 
all the influence they can to get this subject of Primary Education transferred 
entirely to Government who have the necessary funds to extend the Scheme 

At the Travancore Conference I af>ealed to each Delegate to make herself 
and each member of her Constituency responsible for making literate one 
woman or girl during the course of the year In reply to my first Circular 1 
had an encouraging letter from Mrs B Roy Calcutta who informed roe that 
her Comrolttec had started a Night School for adult men and women and with 
an a\erage of nearly 70 attending it The members ore from all classes espe 
cially from the Depressed classes In the Calcotln Corporation Ward No 9 
IS giving free Compulsory Primary Education for hoys as well as for girls In 
every ward free Primary Education for girls has been introduced 

At the Ladles' Park under the management of the Calcutta Constituency 
weekly lectures for mothers and adult women are arranged on subjects such 
as Hygiene Food Maternity Greater India Civics etc which arc greatly 
appreciated and largely altcndcd-as many os 300 attending at times 

Every year a programme of 6 or 7 lectures on Refresher Courses for 
Teachers are arranged on different subjects such as Franchise Home School 
Art Food Hygiene Evolution of Bengali Literature and Cmcs etc. 

Again the Calcutta Constituency has proposed to spread Literacy 
arroDRSt adults through already existing orEanisalions by giving them fund- 
end suggestions The Nail Slksha Samiti has 42 schools In different viHsEe- 
The Soro) Nalinl Association has a few schools There are also some volun 
tary Brahmo Samaj organisations which arc also doing good worfc 
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In Madras Presidency, the Madras Library Association is doing a great 
deal of spade work not only in the smaller towns in the several districts, but 
is also carrying its message into the rural parts through its travelling libraries; 
for example, in the village of Sattankulan in the Tinnevelly District, a building 
for a village Library and Reading Room will be opened on 2nd February next 
by the Man-President of the District Board who, though not a member of the 
A. L W. C. has been inspired by the example set by our ladies in that remote 
District, Of course in Madras Presidency there are hundreds and hundreds of 
Primary Schools where children, especially boys receive regular instruction. 
There is a movement afoot in Madras City to make Primary Instruction compul- 
sory not only for boys but also for girls especially Mohammedans, 

In Bombay Presidency work is being done on similar lines is various parts 
and an intensive campaign has been launched. It remains for our delegates to 
make personal efforts in this direction The Bombay City Literacy Asso- 
ciation IS doing splendid work especially among the untouchables of the City, 
in Mysore State, heroic effotts are being niade by a few individuals in 
Mysore City, Bangalore and Tumkur. Primary Education is certainly m the 
hands of Local Bodies. 

Suggested Programme for the next year -1937. 

I. It seems to me one of the most practical ways to solve this huge 
problem is by gently persuading each member of your Constituency to make 
herself responsible for making literate one woman or girl dunng the next year. 

II. Each member should insist on her servants being literate (If in the 
Bombay Presidency masters insisted on their servants being literate, it would 
increase the literacy of the country by at least 10 millions)- School children 

or College students could be entrusted with this work, 

/ 

III. The Bombay Municiplaity employ about 4000 persons including 2000 
Teachers. In addition to them it has a large army of 10,000 employees who 
are illiterate. A body as responsible as this should be made to tackle its own 
employees with the aid of its own Teachers and see that within a year these 
10,000 illiterates are made" literate. AH Municipalities and smaller Local 
Bodies could do the same. 

IV. Travelling Libraries and Village Libraries as in Madras. 

V. Mr Devasahayan’s Tamil Scheme to be followed as an example, 

VI. Baby shows as ip Mysore State and the Five-year Plan of 
Mysore Women’s Lonference will inerease literacy by 50 per cent. 


for 


For tte Scheme please refer to Mr, Devesahayan of Madras and for a Similar Marnatl! Scheme 
ating an adult illiterate literate in one hour, picare refer to Mr Bhagwat. Potnn. 
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Report Of the Rural Reconstmctiou Sub-Committee for 1936 

Rajkoxnan. Amnt Knur 


I nra glad to bo able this year to report that some of our Constituencies 
hare taken an interest m and tried to do some constructive work in rural aieas 

Satnra under the able leadership and Orgamsing capacity of Begum 
Hamid All has furnished mo vnth throe rateresting pamphlets on their Village 
Improrement scheme Not only has propaganda been done but propagandists 
hare been trained to carry the message of reconstruction throughout the 
district Lectures on all subjects rolaUng to village welfare both for men and 
women have been a special feature L)ai classes and Sards Committees 
Wore formed m all the Telukas and many of the Villages a Health Assoaation 
was started and the place of Cottage industries was stressed Side by side with 
the lectures practical and useful demonstrabons were given to the people so 
that the villager could readily underatand the meaning of what he was being 
asked to do for the betterment of his condition 7*be delightful feature of this 
work has been the whole-hearted Co-operatron of the Olficiela and the entire 
Gorernraent mechinery in the district of Satara v/ilh Begum Hamid All Her 
work should be an incentive to alt wives of Collectors In particular to follow 
In her footsteps It is to be hoped in any event that with the departure of our 
friend the good work started by her and Mr Hamid AIi will not languish either 
for want of interest and help from the authorities or for lack of Voluntary 
workers 

Shnraati Kemalamma Datappa started a Village school near Bangalore 
last June which wis opened by Sbrimati Kesturbai Gandhi and is getting on 
welL 25 children attend regularly Baths are given them at school welfare 
Centre has been opened where antenatal and baby clinics are held ever> 
week, the lady doctoi examinos expectant mothers and their babies while medicines 
are supplied free They arc ariauging to have Gnemn health shows too The 
annual Swadeshi exhibition held during the Decpawoli festival was a great success 
Rs too/- worth of Khadi was sold at the school dunng Gandhiji’s birthdo) 
week. This it indeed a good beginning and the work should expand under 
Mrs Datappa s fostering care and enthusiasm 

Comilla (East Bengal) started a Sub-Constituency in April this year Mrs 

5 N Ray -member in charge - decided to commence work in two Villsges about 

6 miles Bvray from the town The working Committee members go down once 
a week to each of ibcsc vlllagct and classes are held twice a week for sewing 
handicrafts and for adult education among the women Lectures arc given on 
Social Relorm subjects and on maternity and child welfare Villsgc 
sanitollon ftnd improvement of thoroughfares ere receiving the atienlion of ihe 
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Committee. A Cmcma *:ho\v \n ns nrrnnged in June, Village women were 
'encouraged to send in llicir linndicrnfts to an exhibition for such recently held 
and money m being raised to have n permanent paid teacher who will go round 
Jo each village to give systematic lessons in weaving as also reading and 
writing. In these two villages a large number of women have become literate 
and with a paid teacher it is hoped to extend vs'ork to other villages in the 
interior. Tor a new Constituency the work at Comilla is specially commendable 
and 1 hope Mrs Rav vdl remain there long enough to put the same on a firm 
fooling. 

Members of the Delhi Committee have paid several visits to neigh- 
bouring villages and discussed with the villagers the question of rural work. 
It was thought impossible to do sustained work without a whole time worker. 
One such has been appointed in Chandrawal who daily visits houses to teach 
adult women to read and vnlc and needlework ns also spinning to unemployed 
women. The worker aho persuades the parents of school children not to allow 
the latter to absent themselves from school. The sanitary conditions of the 
village ha\c received attention and arc beginning to show signs of improvement. 
Villagers now approach tJic members for help and advice which in itself is an 
encouraging sign. 

Kenkan Constituency informs us tl at a fully qualified nurse has been 
visiting various village homes, giving lectures and talks to groups of villagers 
on cleanliness, prevention of disease, care of the sick and antenatal care. She 
has tended the sick and distributed medicines free to those villagers who live 
too far away to attend dispensaries or hospitals. Midwives have been instructed 
also to do thoir work with due attention to cleanliness. 

Night classes have been held in one Mahar village but people belonging 
to higher castes from neighbouring villages have also been persuaded to attend 
these classes The teacher here is himself a Haijan (chamar) but he has won 
the respect and goodwill of all. The villagers are being taught not only to read 
and write but to live cleaner, healthier and honourable lives. They have 
physical drill, “bhajans" on spiritual and classical subjects and talks on home 
industries. The Malabar Constituency is trying to rouse interest in rural work. 
Cottage industries and adult education are being encouraged and one Co — 
operative Society started exclusively for women and of which one member is 
Hony Secretray is doing good work. 

Mysore, as usual, shows good results in the shape of village schools for 
all classes. The school at Yediyur. is progressing, another one has been opened 
for Mohammedans at Kansandra where both boys and girls attend. Adult 
classes for men and women are also being held here and one member is 
conducting a school for Hanjans at Shoolny near Bangalore. Another village 
school 18 flourishing at Varuna and encouragement is given to Hindi which 
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women arc ebowing keenness to learn Members of tbe Lahore Comnuttee 
pay frequent nsits to the Y W C A Model Home in Ichrn villnce Tbe> 
teach sewing knittng cleanliness personal h>giene and first aid to the 
women there Members also manage some of ino R-d Cross Centres run 
under the Bagwanpura Centre which works lu 13 different villages 

The Sind Constituency is trying to make a model village near Kjirachu A 
small school has been started where women are thaught to read and write and 
sew clothes and embroider A class for children is also held- Travancore 
reports a special effort in addition to normal work, m regard to the starling 
of bee-hivos and a poultry farm as well a* a system of Home Safe Deposit 
for the Hanian community Andhra reports an increased interest m rural 
reconstruction and adult education Berar and Gujarat report that their 
members are taking an interest In village work done by other organisations 

Members in JuIIun lur *'re subscribing Rs 5/-per mansom for m> village 
work in Manguwal on behalf of the Village Industries Association As this 
village IS about 40 miles away membe s are not able to visit it ns often as 
they would like to 

It IS possible and probable that other constituencies than the one 
I have mentioned ore working on slratlar lines but as they hove not sent me 
m any leports of their actinUes I am unable to make special notes of their 
laboOTS 

1 con only hope ihot our members wiU realise more and more the mag** 
nitode and importance of the task of rural reconstruction ns well the dut> of 
women in this sphere Ths interest that has been roused and the little practical 
work that has been started must be more than redoubled In the coming jear 
if wo are going to try and prove worthy of our calling Once again / do t/rge 
each Cosbtuency to adopt just one Village where regular nsits and 
sustained work can be cemed out on proper lines 


Report of the Labour Sub-Commitlcc 

Mr*. A C ChaUerjec 

At Trivandrum last >ear a resolution advocating an AH India 
Maternity Benefits Act was passed unanimously and the Conference further 
recommended that the consUtucncics in the different provinces should work 
for the passage of such a hill In Calcutta wo decided to work for this 
resolution and when wo met for discussion in February this >ear we had in 
formation that the Government of Bengal had alfead> approached the different 
organiintions of Commerce asking for ihcir opinion on ihr practifshthiy of 



REPORT OF THE LABOUR SUB-COMMITTEE 


53 


introducing a Maternity Benefits Bill for Bengal on the lines as those in Bombay 
and the Central Provinces. Wc therefore decided to write to the different 
commercial organisations to find out their views on the matter Accordingly 
I wrote to the secretaries of the different organizations and received copies 
of the answers they had sent to the Secretary in charge of the Department, 
Both the European and Indian Chambers had agreed with the Government 
proposal for the introduction of this Bill We also wrote to the Deputy 
Secretary asking for an interview for a discussion on the proposed Bill. In 
September this year the Bill was circulated and we joined with the Bengal 
Presidency Council of Women in sending ou' recommendations Hence as far 
as Bengal is concerned, we are hoping to have a Maternity Act very soon. 
This has been a great step forward towards an All India Act as another 
Major Province will be added to the list of those that already have it I 
should like to suggest here to those members who have no Maternity Act in 
their provinces that they should work for this purpose with a greater enthu^ 
siasm and carry on organised agitation for obtaining such legislation in their 
provinces so that very soon it might be possible to* have an All India 
Maternity Benefits Act. 

For a year and a half conditions in the mining area have been a source 
of anxiety for every one interested in the well being of Labour. The distress 
has increased but no adequate help, either from the authorities, or from 
welfare organizations has been offered to these unfortunate people We have 
not been able to appoint our woman supervisor yet for want of sufficient 
funds Two appeals for funds have been issued, one to the general public, 
the other by the Labour Sub— Committee of the Delhi League to all interested 
in the welfare of women in the mining area The first one which appeared 
in News papers, had no response, the second has been partly successful. 
The whole point in the agitation is that if we want to have a woman worker 
representing the A. I W Cm the mining area at all, we should appoint her 
immediately, otherwise, if we delay much longer, such a worker will not be 
needed any more 

In March as we all know Miss Copeland saw Mr. Clow and put our case 
before him She wrote a hopeful letter saying that Mr. Clow had said that it 
might be possible, provided that his department agreed, to encourage hand- 
loom weaving in the Coalfield area. He also agreed to make enquiries about 
getting a portion of the Central Rural Reconstruction Fund, earmarked 
for the mines area. We have had no further news on these points. 

In spite of virulent criticism, the Behar Government have done nothing 
for the abolition of the Outstill system of distilling liquor in Behar The 
effects of cheap drinks have already been repeatedly emphasised Hence it is 
not necessary for us to go into details again Conditions are just as bad, if 
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not wor .0 u when wo .tarted almoat two yeara aco That aomotbinr afroatd 
bo done immediately la more than eyident from all roporta It ii potalblo for 
UB to atari a wfdeaproad agitation for the abobtion of auch a ayatem and nil 
our centrea ahould work for tbia end. Aa an influential organilaUon we can 
help in tiiia way and we ahould not deny the people of Behar thia much 
needed help. 


Report of the Indigenous Industries Sub-Committee 

Mr« Hanta Mehta 


t>unng tbc year under report I aro happy to »ay that there hai been 
marked activity on the part oi aotne of the member* of my Committee Three 
of the member* hare aubmitted a very •ati*factory account of the work they 
hare been doing Rajkumari Amrit Kaur reporta that their branch of the con 
fereoco at Sraila tried to encourage the tale of indigenoo* articlea by opening 
a araall shop Apart from this abop they alao held ezbibitiona o( arUeie* ot 
vromen’a gatherings every month The articles were from the Gandhi Seva Sena 
Bombay Myeoie art* and crafts Travanc^re ort* and crafts aome exhibits 
left over from tbe lost All India Village lodustne* Exhibition Smdh cmbroidenei 
hand made note paper various kinds of aoop leather goods from VtshwabKaroli 
curtains from Widow s Home in Ahmednagor district some fancy 
articles from Ram Rajwadc s working class in Civalior and Khadi from Pun)Bb 
spinners Association The sale came to between Rs 150D| and Rs 1603/ of 
hand made articles and about Rs 2000/ of Khadi The onlcrprlsc was on the 
whole a •uccess and though it may not be possible to open a permanent 
shop owing to the Simla season being short end the Octroi charges being high 
Raikumari feels that encouraged by the rciponie last year they would 
certainly try to carry on this practice! propaganda lor the encouragement of 
uidigenous industries and particularly hand made articles in future 

Mrs Barakal Rai \vntes from Aurangabad to say that she ha* been 
able lo flalher quite a good bil of Information with regard to the varlou* 
industries in that district Aurangabad being an old city many of it* h»ndi 
crafts are famous throughout India At present Hemroo Mnkhab and silk 
ate manufactured there and find a ready rnarkel In one ol the taluqas called 
Palian very good pagsrfes and palthan sarles are made All these industnes 
TCceWo stale aid and are frequently Inspected by Government Olliccts Apart 
from this Shrlman Rupnarayanii ha* also started a handicraft association in 
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wliicli an appreciable quan it^'- of handspun cotton is turned into cloth. 
This association has started a section for women of which 
Mrs. Barkat is President, It is known as the Women's Handicraft 
Association. The Working Committee meets twice a week and if 
they find any unemployed women, they try to induce them to work 
at home and earn some money If the women are agreeable they are 
first taught m the Association’s workshop according to their ability, such 
industries as spinning, weaving, cloth cutting, sewing, book binding, paper 
making and many other small handicrafts The Association has found that 
it is not difficult to dispose of their stocks provided that the goods are 
purely Swadeshi Mrs. Barakat Rai expects to introduce this experiment 
among the Bhir women also. She has submitted a list of industries in which 
women are employed They are (1) Match factory m Bijapur where five 
hundred wemen get work, (2) Bidi factory in which nearly one thousand women 
get work, (3) Cane weaving, (4) Silk spinning a iJ weaving and (5) Paper 
manufacture employ a much smaller number. 

Mr Kamalamma Dasappa from Bangalore writes to say that the Mahila 
Seva Sama] of which she is an organiser encourages Swadeshi in all possible 
ways. It organised a Khadi and swadeshi exhibition during the Deepavah 
week. Swadeshi articles from all parts of India were exhibited The exhibition 
was well patronised by the public and during the five days it ran more than 
ten thousand men women and children visited it. The ladies’ section was most 
attractive stall in which was displayed a good collection of hand work, old 
and new. This was the second Deepavah exhibition that the Mahila Sama] 
organized with the co-operation of the Swadeshi Vyapari Sangh. Their attempts 
have proved a great success and they intend to make the Deepavah Exhibition 
an annual function 

Besides the annual exhibition, a Swadeshi store is kept at the Sama) 
All the articles needed for the school, the Samaj is conducting, such as note 
books, pencils, etc., are all Swadeshi made. At their prize distribution and for 
their industrial class only Swadeshi articles are purchased. It is gratifying to 
know, she writes, that the members are greatly encouraging Swadeshi. 

The cottage industries, she writes, which provided employment for 
women, by which they could add to their income are in great peril. Weaver 
women who used to make silk at home are now without work as the 
yarn they produce cannot compete with the fine mill yarn Recently 
an invention of a machine for ‘ Nekki ’ work, in Ajmer threw out of 
employment 1,500 families in Bangalore. There was a strike of these poor 
people and at last the Government had to interfere and a compromise was 
arrived at Mrs Dasappa hopes that these are some of the questions which the 
conference will take up and try to find some means to help the poor women 
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who 8uf^er under tnc new industrial policy and oUo help to preserve the old 
industries 

The Bombay constituency was the only rni- to rrp’y to my circular 
letter No 1 They gave me a report as to what the Department of Industries 
of the Bombay Gevernment is doing by way of encouraging the indigenous 
industries n ere cspcaally the Cottage Industries In my half yearl> report 
I hare given at length the work that is beirrg earned on by this dcpatlment 
and to I need not go over the whole thing again 

I wish other constituenaes wonld give roc informalion about the work 
r in this connection done in their respective areas It rs unfortunate that 
even the statistics 1 had asked for from the various constituenaes have not 
been so far received by me 

During the year under report it is most gratifying to know that the 
importance of encouraging indigenous industries has been widely recognised 
The Congrsaa exhibition of vn age industries which proved a great success 
last year has shown possibilities for the development of the cottage industnes 
The Chitro exhibition at Trivandmro the Lucknow Exhibition under the 
luspices of the U P Governroeot the Indigenous Jnduslnes Conference 
ipened by Sir Frank Noyce at Lucknow are sufficient indicatwns to show 
vhere the wind blows It is however not the production which needs so 
nuch encouragement os improvement in the qiiaht> of the products and 
-narketing them Here the state aid is an absolute necessity There is a 
general complaint from the producers of this country that for lock of proper 
marketing faalities i r lack of transport facilities it is not possible for 
ihem to compete with foreign goods In Patna the Government used to run 
a sales depot for indigenous goods produced m their factory Such depots 
ought to be established or helped to be csloblisbed by tbc Government 
Depertmcnls of Industnes for morketing the products of collage indusirici A 
marketing company has been recently started in U P with the aid of Govern 
ment to help the ogrlcuUunsts Siinilar companies con be started with the 
slate aid to help the cottogc induslries I hope the Conference will direct 
the constituencies to more In this matter Prosperity of this country depends 
on the develcpment of its indigenous industries great and small Unless wr 
are able to give bread first to the starving millions It will not be pomhlo to 
expect nn> improvement in other directions for which the Conference is 
striving 


Opium Sub-Committee Report 

Begum Hamid Ali 


For iFc last two years wc arc tryin4 to obtain some in *^01111011011 from 
cocb ConsUtuency about opium. In IV30 when the Government of India had 
a Conference, it was written in the Daily Herald that out of 1000 children in 
India ^"10 die of opium. Government did not accept this without proper grounds. 
Wc should therefore trj and get authorilativc information from each Constitu- 
ency, so that wc may put before Government this matter m a forcible manner, 
Wc had sent a form to different Constituencies but from none of the 
Constituencies adequate report was received. Hence I am unable to give you 
the Opium report Wc made attempts in Satara and received some information. 
They formed a Committee and kept watch over opium shops. You can 
also follow their example and try to detect for whom opium is being purchased. 
Our hcallh visitors arc doing the same thing. They visit the houses and 
explain to parents that they should give up giving opium. 

If these forms arc filled in and returned, our hands will be strengthened 
in making our tepresentation to Government. All the Committees working in 
connection with opium should take note of this, Wc should take special care 
of our Tea-shops in the villages. Most of them put opium and habits of 
opium and tea-drinking are increasing day by day. 


Report of the Harijan Sub-Committee 

Mrs, Brajlal Nehru 

The year 1936 has been a very auspicious year for the work concerning 
the Harijans. In the State of Travancorc by a Royal Proclamation all Harijans 
arc allov/ed to enter the temples without any restrictions. This has been a great 
move forward in the abolition of untouchabihty. In fact as far as the State of 
Travancore is concerned it may be said without any reservation that 
untouchabihty has completely gone from that part of the country. I take this 
opportunity to express the thanks of the women of India, to the Maharaja and 
the Mother Maharani of Travancore for the great service they have done to 
the country by removing untouchability from their State. They will be remem- 
bered with gratitude by the coming generations. 

The contribution of our constituencies to the Harijan cause has not been 
very striking this year. Gujarat, Calcutta, Travancore, Delhi, Konkan, Kolhapur, 
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Mflhara.Iitra /ndore Bemr C P South and Simla mention Harijan wort in 
their reporu Of iheie Calcutta Maharaihtra and Delhi are raamtamtnc 
schools for Hartjaij chtldreiu In CaJcotta the Bsl Mandir the children s cfin.c 
which was started a couple of years ago le progressing satisfactorily In C P 
South and one or two other places funcbons wore organised by our constitu 
encies on foatiTal days to which caste Hindus as well as the Hanjons were 
invited. Garments were given to the Hanjan children by the Simla constituency 

Tbe field of Harijan service is vast and hundreds of workers are needed 
to do the work which is lying undone h is the women of India even more 
than the men who can accomplish this great task Hanjan work is unoslcnl 
abous and unexciting it may even be a sort of drudgery but it is urgent ond 
necessary all the same. It is iho basic work on the foundations of which the 
whole structure of nation will be built. I therefore appeal to ray co workers 
of the Womens Conference to devote more attention to this work and try and 
grve a better record of their services next year 


The Anti-Child Mamnge Comroitteo Report for 1936 

Mrs Lahsbmi N Menon 


This Committee concerned itself with propaganda regarding the proposed 
amendments to the Child Marriage Restraint Act 1929 

All the Constiluenacs were osked to hold public meebngs and put 
forward their suggestions regarding Mr B Das s Bill Most of them showed 
keen interest in the work and held public meetings and suggested more drastic 
amendments 

The Bill was circulated by Bihar «c Orissa Government for our opinion 
and through the Hon Organising Secretary the Committee gave Its opinion 
and suggestions regardrag the amendment. 

A very great Incentive to propaganda is given by Rsni Rsiwades 
gentioui* oUcr of R. lOOHo nny Conillluoncy which conducl. proiceulion* of 
child mBtiittse. In controccnlion of the Act Tho minimum number ol prorccu 
tlon» demlinded I» 100 which fi Tcry high and many con.Ilucncie. h.vc ..led 
for « lower minimum Thii wo hope will encourate con»tilucnclci lh«t arc 
fioonaally bard hit and .oaolly conaaout 



Report of The Franchise Sub Committee 

Ram Lakshmibai Rajwade 


The haU- yearl> report of the Francliise Sub-Committcc which wnf 
subnulted at Waltair is alread 3 ' in the hands of the n embers of the Standing 
Committee /^t the half-yearly meeting certain portions from a nrtc on 
franchise and representation of ^\omen, drafted bj' Rajhumari Amril Knur and 
circulated to the members of the Franchise Sub-Committee, \sere incorporated in 
the Memorandum on the Status of Women in India, submitted to the League of 
Nations At Waltair the Standing Committee discussed the attitude the confe- 
rence was to adopt with regard to the new elections to the various legislatures, 
meaning thcrcbv whether the Conference was to set up its own candidates or 
not Suggestions for setting up candidates on behalf of the Conference had 
been made b\' some women workers. The half-yearly meeting full}' discussed 
the question and came to the coclusion that this would not be possible for the 
Conference because it had neither the requisite organization nor the funds at 
Its disposal to do so vide item No. 15, page 4 of the half-ycnrl} 
minutes ( 1936 ). 


The half-} early meeting also passed a resolution \shich runs as follows — 


"It was if'^olved to agitate for franchise and for repre- 
sentation of women in regard to local bodies the nucleus 
Self-Government where these rights do not exist As it is n aery 
r-aradoMCsI situation that although women have been accorded 
certain rights of voting and representation in rctjnrd to the Central 
and Provincial Legislatures and Municipalities llic} hn\c been left 
out an\ participation in the ncti\itics of the units of certain Local 
Governments vhcrc t’licct contact v mild help far Inifrr number" of 
vomen to h.u c training in citizenship and where their pfiftu ipation 
IS rb'olutcb cfcntinl for an} icnl imjirON cinenl 


\t the s.arne meeting it ^ 

\ omen’s mganmaiioos and to 
^^ho could contest elections to 
constituencies. 1 lie Con-:rcss .-"id 
the Conference in louc i v. illi 
w’hotn thes weic i'etim* i , 
lli.at tiie judit (.’*! p-'ilirs. -nmild sc 
genera! -eats W r {Iono*.-''% Org 
five vou d'-tei’s c'l th'" point 


nbo decided to get into touch with o*her 
collect information rr.’artbng the v'oj mn 
the reserved "cats for wvmen in th-ir 
other parties were nppioeN ed {m 1 <“ep 
e amr" • lltose v. o.-'ro cegtbu-I''5 
the Cc*'^e;tn''e a’' etfrr*>rd ; f 
t vp 't>r”e ' o* "n c -• (bd'-’et *o c r ♦'-i’ 
S' ising g-ectetf'v V. '} I ’bmS !e s*;’" t<' 
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Tbo aHvi»8bility of requcitlne the Govorament to appoint reiporunjle 
women Tolnnteers as polling officera and acrulinizer^ of women a Totea during 
the oloctiona waa conaiderecL The auggeation waa accepted and the cooatituen 
aea were aaked to act locally m the matter 

In a letter dated the 16th November 1936 Dr Reddj aoid that women a 
aaaodationt hare certain reaponaihilitiea m the matter of choice of women 
c^andidatea Therefore wo might auggeat the namea of auitable women candt 
dates to the ranoua political parties in the country and aak them to 
adopt them 

The President of the Congresa was addressed in this matter and hia 
reply la already in the hands of the members of the Standing Committee 

In the letter under reference Dr Reddi points out that women hod 
stood oat against reserration of aeats relying on the good aenae of their men 
folk to set up some women candidates from the general conatitnenciea She 
further aaid that the Congresa party was not putting up any woman candidate 
fjr the general seats though competent women candidates were available 

Dr Reddi a letter waa circulated to the merohera of the Franehiae 5ab~ 
Committee with my peraonsJ reply to it In the reply it waa aaid that re* 
■ervationa haring been provided in the New Conatitution by law it waa 
hardly fair to expect any party to assign any general seat to a womanf 
simply becaaae she was a woman The present constitution of the All India 
Women a Conference also prevents us from identifying oar interests with any 
political party and hence it is perhaps too much to expect them to osaign of 
their own accord a few general seats for women 

Only two members of the Franchise Suh-Commillee hove replied to 
ihia letter to mo directly Both of them have been m agreement with my 
reply in generaL 

It has been suggested by one membor that m view of the unwillincness 
of some of the women who a e on principle against contesting seats reserved 
for women it might be worth while to approach the Congress to make sn 
excepUon in the case of such women provided of course they sign the 
necessary parly pledges 

Another member while agree nc with my reply has pointed out that the 
Congress has set up women candidates for the general seats wherever 
possible though It might not hare been done in Madras 

Such practical difficulties would suggest the necessity of making suilsble 
omendroents to the constitution of tbo Conference This question will icomo 
before the Conference in due time 



Report of llie HealtK Sub-Cowimillee 

Dr. Mrs, Malinibai Sukthankeir 


As a Convener of the Public-Health Sub-Committee A I. W. C. 
1 endeavoured to collect information on the subject from various constituencies 
by sending them a questionnaire on Medical Inspection of schools. Answers 
to the same were received from the Constituencies, Bombay, Baroda, 

U. P, (Oudh), Simla, Gujarat, Travancore, Kolhapur, ivlaharashtra. 
Central Punjab, Konhan, Mysore, and Calcutta From the answers 
to the questionnaire as well as from the reports sent by some of these Con- 
stituencies, one finds that Medical Inspection of Children in Schools, Private, 
Municipal, Local Board, Government or Secondary has far reaching 
effects. It has shown certainly encouraging results, especially in those 
Constituencies where Co-operation for this work is received from Government 
or Local bodies in the form of monitary aid, grants or other ways. 

The methods applied for carrying cut Medical Inspection of Children 
differ in different areas. In most of the Constituencies it is neglected in 
Private Secondary Schools, In very few places it is followed on, the impor- 
tance of this appears to have been fully realised in Constituencies like 
Bombay, Baroda, Mysore, and Simla; otheis have only been moving in the 
direction. By vigorous propaganda, through the medium of Magic Lantern 
Lectures and show of educative medical films, the public support can be 
gained for this most humanitarian scheme. 

Primary Schools must invariably have Clinics and the parents or 
guardians of children should be invited to see the far reaching effects of such 
clinics. It IS found that generally in the Primary Schools, we have a large 
number of Children who are handicapped by some ailtnent or other. 
Establishment of School Clinics is therefore essential as it will bring remedy 
at the earlier stage while the parents may not afford to treat their children at 
Public Hospitals or by private Doctors. 

Much can be done in this direction by starting Medical Boards in every 
Constituency, which with the aid of Government or Local Boards may have 
some honorary Doctors to visit schools, at least Primary ones, and follow on 
the practice throughout the year. Once the parents or guardians are made to 
realise the importance of Medical Inspection a lot can be done by their 
co-operation to improve the Health of thousands of diseased children. There 
should be special lectures of interest arranged for the parents and guardians. 
Diseases of Nose, Throat, Eye, Teeth, Skin Rickets, Spleen enlargement and 
anaemia are very common amongst children. From the reports one finds that 
these are not quite incurable. Thousands of children have been relieved 
through the efforts, direct on indirect, of Medical Inspection. 
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for tfio fMolulion on oxtonding rural reconatruction anleii they intended to 
ffivo their pcriona! aorvicc and not to aupport the Swadeahi motion urging 
the uie of Indian produced good* onJe** they were prepared to giro up 
wearing foreign aaric*. Each •peech on the franchi.e reaoluuon wn« clear 
conciao convincing For yean Indian women hare »aid here and In many 
couDtnea that they did not want feaervcd seat* rotea at the wivet of yolert 
indirect elections or communal repretentation Yet the poison of commu 
najism it being forcibly administered to them 


Mrs Ray has been quoted In this number of the Bulletin She 
was our Social Section Secretary when she visited England last year and did 
\eTy fine work for us 


Mrs Lankester sent us copies of two resolutions passed by the Council 
of the Women's Inter-national League One was asking for an act of 
clemency and releasing ail Polibcal prisoners at the accession of King 
Edward Vfll and the second was a protest against the use of bombs by the 
Government of India in the t^orth West Frontier The Couoal urged the 
Government of India to rctnove economic and other causes of unrest on the 
Frontier by peaceful means 


Mrs Lflokefter spoke at length on our resoIutKin Women in AdmmI 
stration in India'' at a Conference arranged by the British Common Wealth 
League on Morch Ihh 1936. She said I firmly believe that tn the new India 
we may see women getting to the highest places ol responsibility It Is 
revealing to see what posts In administration women have been holding in 
India and in other directions what their work has been There were of 
course three women on the Round Table Conlerences and Dr Mulhulakshmi 
Keddi was a member of the Auxiliary Educational Committee of the Indian 
Statutory Commission while Mrs Brlilal Nehru served on the Age of 
Consent ” commitlec Dr Reddi was the first woman on the Madras Legit 
lollro council and lor three years she acted as Deputy President of thit 
body and during that time she was able to initiate some much needed 
reforms There aie now (our women m Proyincial Legislatures In U P and 
C P The memhets have been nominated but in Madras and Puniab they 
got in by open election 


In the Indian State of Tranvancore a wornsn had the honour to be 
the Ilisl in any legislature and recently the Christian community there 
chose a women to represent them in the council while at one time a woman 
was m charge of the Health Administration In the State There is a womens 
Medical Service for British /nd/fl rmploylog only women and womrn ate In 
edmlmitmtivo cSorco ot th.* itrvlce There ere monr women both ''•‘'"I 
nnd nominileJ on Municip»lnit» Cotpototton* end Diitnct Bo»rd« On her 
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recent visit to India Dame Elizabeth Cudbury met three women of the 
Calcutta Corporation and compared notes with those and recently three women 
have been elected on the Bombay Municipal council. 

Begum Shah Nawaz, Known to many of us here is doing fine work on 
the Lahore Municipality and i i all parts of India women are taking part in 
local administration. There arc also a number of women Magistrates, and in 
Lucknow there is a Bench composed entirely of women who deal with the 
women and children in the Court. A woman Magistrate in Calicut is a 
member of the “Depressed Classes'* and recently received the Kaiser-i-Hind 
medal. Women are also working in many other departments, in Government 
Secretariats, and in telegraph, telephone and postal services, while there are 
of course many engaged in educational work, who hold responsible posts 
and there are several women lecturers in men’s Colleges. I hope that I 
have said enough to prove that women arc already entering almost every 
sphere cf public life and service in India. What is a next step ? 

I have tried to get from India the idea underlying the resolution we 

are discussing, that women should be given chances of association in the 

administration of the Legislatures and should also be put on every commission 
and committee and on every bureau where the welfare of women & children 

are concerned and that this should appear in the “ Instruments of Instruc- 

tion. ’’ This IS what one woman leader has written to me. “What we want 
IS a definite recognition that the administration, especially in departments 
which concern the welfare of women and children will be better run if 
women are associated in all such. For example the departments of Health 
and labour ought definitely to have women in their Secretariats. These 
women should be in a position to i ut forward the point of* view of the 
women’s organisations and the women workers themselves, when any measures 
or policies affecting their welfare are brought forward. 

“ As an example of the importance of having women in administration, 
let us take Education. In the last census the returns of literacy for the 'Whole 
of India are males 15.6%. females 2 9% (it is interesting to note that in the 
Indian State of Cochin the literacy figure for women is as high as 22 % and 
for Travancore 16 8 %, which are partly due to the higher sU tus of women in 
those States). These figures prove how little attention has yet been paid to the 
education of women and girls. Although there are in Bengal 1 9000 primary 
schools for girls it takes two of these schools to produce one “ literate ’’ 
per year, which would seem that much of the money that is spent on 
the education of girls in that province is wasted. We can tee the reason for 
this when we know that for these schools there are only two women Inspectors 
and 12 Assistant Inspectresses. On the other hand the Panjab has gone ahead 
remarkably in the last few years with regard to female education because there 
is a Deputy Directress of Education in that province. Madras, which is ahead 
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bf any otter proyinco ha* a Centra] Committee on Girl*' Education but eVdfl 
here I hear in a letter received by laat mail that the Madras Gorornraent 
ha* apiMJinted a Committee to draft a scheme of compuI*ory education and in 
this only hoy* arc mentioned aN mention of giri* being completely left out, 

that committee had only had acme women on it" my correspondent 
from Madras write* this Certainly would not have happened Wo are now 
agitating for girls to be included also m this scheme of education** 

We have however been greatly cheered by the appointment of two 
women to the new central Advisory Education Board for the whole of Indio 
Lady Grlgg and Rajkuman Amrit Kaur This Board should help to unify 
Provincial Educational programmes and lead the way to progress in this 
direction. Even as regards Bengal about vrhieh 1 gave such a poor account I 
have read in the paper that have )ust come from India that the Minitler for 
Education stated last month that he had the question of the edueslion of girls 
patUcuIarly under consideration and that he was making an increased FrroTjiiori for 
Rs 50000l~ to be spent on this and that he also proposed to Set qp a 
woman s Board to advise Govomment on the subject Tills is good new* indeed 
In the department ol Labour women are greatly needed In the admini 
stratloo There i« a deplorable lack of Uctorr inspectors and the conditions 
of labour in many parts are extremely bad The A I W C last year sent a 
commission of their own to enquire into conditions under \yhich women work in 
(he rome* and they issued a valuable report It is ohnous that it Is most 
necessary for women to be associated In Health administration Maternity and 
Child Welfare the Training of mid wives the enforcomrnt of the Child Marriage 
Restraint Act and much needed Amendment ol that Act all need the cooperation 
of women in the departments concerned 

Women feel very strongly about the censorship of films In India and 
they have urged that they should be repiescntcd on these Commitlees One or 
two pronnees like the Punjab have appointed women member* but the rnsjoriiy 
of the provinces have neglected to do so in spite of repeated protests 

I have tried to show the reason* why women m India ere asking to be 
grven a chance of association In the admioistraiton in the new Constitution the 
great need to hsve them there and their qualifications for such work It was 
recognised by the Simon Commission and has been reiterated many tlmis since 
that the ** Womens Movement in India holds the key to progret*'* ft fa surely 
upto US to see that they get within reach of the doot* which they will be able 
to open with that key 

Mis* Rathbone and Mrs Lankestet had an Interview with the Under 
Secretary of State for India and pressed for acceptance of our resolution. As the 
mo»l imporUot part of hi* reply had already been cireulstod by the organlslnr^ 
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Secretary I shall not insert it at length. The gist of it was that the admini- 
strative posts would be in the hands of the Ministers and that the Government 
would not be able to interfere— therefore it was not possible on technical grounds 
to insert this clause. Mrs. Lankester inquires now if we would approve if the 
Liaison Group wrote to all the Governors of provinces asking them when they 
make their official speeches at the opening of provincial Government, to make a 
point of stressing the importance of the part that women play and the hope that 
they (women) will be appointed to fill responsible posts ? 

Mr, Mackenzie’s letter in regard to save the Children Inter-national union 
has been circulated and answered, some pamphlets and information have been 
forwarded to him -and more will be forwarded when received from the various 
constituencies. 

The Child Marriage Restraint Act - its working and inadequacies have 
been much discussed by the Liaison group. Mr. Das’s Amendment Bill has 
roused their interest. A copy of the Bill and the various circulars and bulletins 
on the subject have been forwarded to the Liaison Officer. Dr. Deshmukh’s 
bill on inheritance has had their support in England. Letters have been written 
by the Liaison group to the Times and other papers supporting those measures 
which are favourable to women in India. A suggestion had been made to appoint 
a corresponding Indian member in England who will answer letters and put forward 
the views of the All India Women’s Conference in the English press. An 
enquiry and questionnaire was forwarded by the Inter-national Alliance which 
was answered on behalf of the Conference by me as the time was too short 
for circularising. My answer was based mainly on Mrs. Hansa Mehta’s valuable 
note on “ The Political and Economic Disabilities of Indian women. ” I advocated 
the principle of " Like conditions of work for men and women, on basis of 
equality and output. " 


Miss Agatha Harrison — London 

I am speaking for the Liaison Group of British Women’s Societies which 
18 co-operating with your Conference. You have had so many reports this 
morning. So I do not intend to read this one. The only thing 1 ask you is to 
read it when your Conference Report is printed and ready, because I think it 
will show you what we are trying to do. Among other things We prepare a 
Bulletin regularly that goes out to different parts of the world. For example, 
directly we get the information of this Conference by Air Mail in England, 
it will be immediately put into a Special Blulletin which will be circulated not 
only in Great Britain but in other countries e. g. Australia, America, Geneva etc. 
In this way information comes to the knowledge of those interested in speaking 
or writing on India. A member of the Young Women’s Christian Association 
in the United States of America who had been here for the Ceylon Conference, 
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atlce<l me before the Bailed for America to send the Bulletin to her bo that the 
many vromen with whom thii Atsociahon i« m touch may leara of your work 
This LiatBon work haB been found to be of great value in Great Bntam and we 
would urge that it la not only with the Bntiah women that you should have 
ihiB LiBiBon work but the aame link aboold bo made with women of other 
countneB^ 

Women from the Liaison Group in England hare aeked me (o gire you o 
roeBsage in connection with peace — 

At this moat critical time when every country Beems to be arrmng to 
the teethf when mutual feara and diat J^t •eem to dominate every national policy 
and when one country in Europe la in the throes of possibly the most ghastly 
cml war in history we behere that the women in almost every country are 
passionately desirous of peace Women everywhere must Unite and we need 
the help of Indian women in the work of preparation for peace bo infinitely 
harder than preparation for war We beltere that women In the EasL and 
perhaps espeaally to India have a particular contribution to make Whatever it 
may be, whether an emphaaia on spnitual valie^ which should counteract 
violence or any other contnbution specially their own -we look to the women 
I of India at this time to join hands with us in helping to save cWiIiiotion from 
destractrotu ** 

Madam President 1 report that many of tn who are travelling round 
India are constantly being told that until India is an erpisl memher m the 
Family of Nations it is impossible to take an active share In the work for 
peace. In spite of this we persist in saying we wont your help at this 
juncture " 


Report of Liaifon Group of 6nU*h Womcn'i Socjolioi co-oporalinc 
with All Indio Women’s Conforoneo 

Bnliih Commonwealth Leaeue 
Six Poult Group 
Women’s Freedom Leaiue 
Women’s Intemalional Leapua 


The Ustion Group o( Bntish Women s Socjetiei which woil in co- 
cpcimtion with the All Indm Women s Conleience sre rlsd (o ptcicnl once 
■KHin to the ConletcDCe si their AnnnsI Soilion « report ol .ctirilics duime 
the year 
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\n submillinR thor report last jenr the Group expressed the hope that the 
links, which were oriRinnlly formed in order to support the demands of organised 
Indian women for rights in the new conslil<ition, would not be broken after the 
passing of the Government of India Act. They were, therefore, delighted to hear 
that at the In*.! annual session, the Conference definitely expressed the wish 
that the contacts should remain unimpaired, though the character of the work 
might be changed, and that they had appointed Begum Hamid Ah to be Liaison 
Officer m the place of Rajkuman Amrit Kaur, who had done so much to strengthen 
the links and interpret the view’s of Indian women to our Group. Begum Hamid 
All became known to many of us through her visit to England in 1935, and our 
co-operation with her this year has been built up on tlic ground of mutual 
Understanding and happy’ friendship The Group has felt particularly fortunate in 
having ns their first two Liaison Officers in India women who were doing such 
devoted w’ork themselves for their country, especially’ in rural areas, where the 
need IS greatest. Our knowledge of conditions in India has been enriched by the 
experience of those w’lth whom we have come into such close contact. 

Last spring a request came from the Conference to the group that we 
should work for the recognition of the necessity of women being in administrative 
posts in India especially’ in the departments of Health, Labour and Education. 
In response, this desire has been expressed at meetings and especially at a 
Conference arranged by the British Commonwealth League, when both Mrs. Rama 
Rau and Mrs Lankeslcr spoke of the need for women to be in the administration, 
and resolutions were passed and sent to the government After Mrs. Lankester, 
as Liaison Officer had approached Mr. Butler, the Under Secretary of State for 
India, by letter on the subject, he asked her to come with Miss Rathbone for a 
fuller discussion at the India Office. The impression gained from this inerview 
Was that the British Government did not wish to interfere in matters of this 
kind in the new Constitution, as the appointments to administrative posts would 
in future be in the hands of Ministers responsible to the legislatures. We have 
done what we could to impress on the Government here the need for women 
to be included in these posts and to serve on Commissions, and now it Seems 
as if any future work can only be done with effect in India, We hesitate to 
offer suggestions to experienced workers on the spot, but we would urge them 
to consider bringing pressure to bear through the Conference, both at the Centre 
and through its constituencies, on every Governor and Minister when the new 
Constitution comes into operation. 

The Group has taken much interest in the Bills for social refoTm, which 
have been before the Legislative Ass'emhly, especially in Dr. DeshmukUs BUI 
With regard to Hindu Women's Property and Mr. Das's Bill to amend the 
Child Marriage Restraint Act. A letter to the London 'Times' emphasising the 
importance of Mr Das's Bill, explaining its objects and expressing the hope 
that it might have the support of the Government was written last August, signed 



Report of the Legislation Suh Committee 
Mn Ataf All 

Tbe Legislattcm Sab-Cotnmilte© jBsoetl an appeal durjog September 
1936 Sestion of the Legislative Assembly in Simla tequesbng the Members 
to expedite the measures lor Social Reform pendiDg in the House The appeal 
I as appeared 1 1 roost of tbe newspapers in India 

A question was asked in tbe Assembly regarding tbe procedure for 
Circulating Bills affecting Women s Rights and the Government did not give any 
satisfactory reply They merely stated that when public opinion is innted on 
certain Bills an announcement is made In tbe Local Gazette nod the Bills are 
forwarded to Local Governments to elicit public opmton. 

In view of this information the Standing Committee should request all 
Standing Committee members to subsenbe to tbe local Gazettes and the Gazette 
of India and give their opinion on any particular Bill that comes within our 
range of Interest 

Tbe Legislation Sub-Coirnnittee will endeavour to mterrfcw the M L A » 
darmg the forthcoming Session of tbe Assembly and see if at Icjst erve of the 
mony private Bills pending can be passed 


Report of the Common Laogungo Sub Committee 

Miss D B Hasan 

Tbe Common language Sub-Commiltce of the A, I W C was form e d lo-^ 

(a) report on the ways end mclbods that could be adopted for ibe reslr 
sation of the common language ideal 

(b) to compile a compfcHcnsire vocabulary ol words commonly used in 
Iridia fn order of frequency of use 

(c) to ccroperote with other attoclalions engaged In similar work. 

As regards Item (a) the Committee malces the following suggerlionr.- 

(1) that the Education Departments In all tbe provinces and Ststes be 
requested to encourage tbe learning of Hindustani 

(2) ihst the various Universities be asked to Include Hindoitani fn the 
csmculum ol the MstiieuUuon and other University Essmmstbni 
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(3) that facilities be provided for the learning of Hindustani in all adult 
education centres; 

(4) that over-Sanskritisation and over-Pcrsianisation of the language be 
discouraged. 

With regard to (b), Miss Justin (the original Convener) took advantage of 
the one thousand most commonly used words compiled by the Revd. J. C. Koenig. 
To begin with Miss Justin selected 300 words and made a list of the English 
equivalents of these, A copy of this list was sent to all the Standing Committee 
Members requesting them to give the equivalents of these words in their own 
vernaculars. A studs' of the vernacular lists shows that about 90 % of 
these 300 words are commom in Hindi and Urdu. It can therefore be stated that 
a knowledge of either of these can be considered a knowledge of Hindustani. Some 
of these Hindustani words are common to other North Indian vernaculars also, but their 
number is not sufficiently large to be of any great help in the learning of Hindu- 
stani. The number of Hindustani words in the South Indian Languages is negligible, 
and for the speakers of the Dravidian language, Hindustani is an alien tongue. 

With reference to item (c) of our programme, Miss Justin and Mrs. Asaf 
All with some other members of the Delhi Women’s League met the Director of 
the All-India Radio and 'suggested to him that as the language generally used 
on the radio was over the heads of the villagers, speakers for village uplift be 
asked to limit their vocabulary to the 300 hundred words of our list. The Director 
was most appreciative when the list was sent to him. 

In the year to rrme, we hope to achieve much more than we have been 
able to do during the last one and I solicit the active co-operation and moral 
support of all the members of the Conference because our ideal of having a 
common language for all people inhabiting our motherland cannot be realised 
without the help of a very large number of enthusiastic workers in all parts of 
the country. 


Members of t''"e Standing Committee representing the following constitu- 
encies then read their Annual Reports in the following order by ballot; — 


Kolhapur 

Baroda 

C. P. South . 

U. P. Agra . 

Maharastra 

Cochin 


Miss Ghorpade 
... Mrs. Goolbai Wadia 
.. Mrs. B. Abhyankar 
... Miss Premlata Mehta 
... Mrs. Yesubai Kulkarni 
. Miss C. Thankam 



inuiA wunubNd CunM:.KJt.NC^ 


Mysore 

Delhi 

Trnvancoro 
Punjab Central 
Bengal East ^ 

Gwalior ^ ^ 

Sangli 

Gujarat 

N W F P 

Hyderabad ( Deccan ) ^ 

The Conference adjourned at ?2 


Mrs Mandyam 
Mrs Nalmi Krishna Rau 
Miss JC Easwori Amma 
Miss Kamala Sahgal 
Mrs S N Ray 
Mrs Indumati Raja Rajwade 
Mrs Sumabbai Gokhale 
Mrs Shaxada Mehta 
Read by Mrs Doctor on behalf of the 
S C M 

Miss Leilamani Naidu 


SECOND SnTlNG-24lh December 1936 


7*he second sitting of the Conference commenced at 1 P M with Mrs 
M E Cousine In the Chair The Annual Reports of the following constiluen 
aes wore then read by the respective members representing them 


Sind 



Miss Homol Sethno 

Calcutta 



« Mrs S C Ro> 

Bombay 



Mrs N M Ram 

Indore 



Mrs Jyotsna Mehta 

Andhra 



A small report wi 


read by the 
President 


Labour Resolutions 

The following two Resolutions were proposed from the Choir — 

(1) Unemployment 

This Conference Is of opinion that the relief of unemployment 
should Invite the serious attention of the Government of India 
and that In formulating any schemes for the amelioration of this 
long standing evil on effort should be made to utilire the labour 
resources of India for the supply of the ncceitsrles of Me at a 
cheaper pnec to the workers themselves ** 


LABOUR RESOLUTION 


75 


(2) Social Insurance 

'■ In view of the suffering industrial workers undergo, due to 
loss of income on account of sickness, maternity, death of wage- 
earners, occasional unemployment etc., this Conference recommends 
that schemes of Social Insurance should be introduced in British 
India and the States as early as possio-c. 

Carried Unamimouslyv 

(3) Maternity Benifits Bill 

"While welcoming the introduction the Bengal Maternity 
Benefit’s Bill, this Conference reiterates the urgency of introducing 
an All India Motcrnity Benefits Act on the lines of the Bombay, 
Central Provinces and Madras Acts. 

"It also appeals to Indian States to introduce similar measures 
at an early date, ’’ 

In moving this resolution Miss Shanta Bhalerao (Bombay) said; — 

A Resolution to advocate an All India Maternity Benefits Act was 
brought into the Legislative Assembly by Mr. N. M. Joshi as early as in the 
year 1924. There has been continuous propaganda since then for such a measure 
and today, m the year 1936, we have made a slight progress. Maternity Benefits 
Acts of a limited application have been passed in Bombay, Central Provinces 
and Madras. 

It will be a most harmless and innocuous measure. The expenses of the 
Benefits that are required to be paid by the Employer are not considerable. If 
a full insurance scheme just as the one advocated in the previous Resolution is 
brought into being, the employer will have to pay a certain amount per head per 
every wage-earner. This is not the case in payment of Maternity Benefits. 
The number of women wage-earners is smaller in proportion to the number of 
men wage-earners, and the cost per head would come very little. 

As it is, the application of the act in Bombay has been found to be defective. 
That however should not deter the introduction of an All India Act. A body Iikfe 
the All India Women’s Conference should take up this problem, and see to 
it that such a measure, so important to the welfare of women labourers, 
should be brought into operation without any more delay. They should give 
thier whole-hearted support to this Resolution, they should help the women 
wage-earners in obtaining this Benefit, they should see that this measure, 
once introduced is brought into its full effect, • ■ 

The previous Resolution had been about Social Insurance and if I have 
understood it Correctly, it included payment during Maternity also. These two 
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however *houId bo different. Iniurancc implici that tho wagc-camor ha» to contn 
bate partly Indian wage-oarncra Bcncrally receive very low wagot which ore 
barely sufhdenl for their raaintenace To assist the woman wage-earner in 
such a contingency as Maternity wo must have a scheme of Benefits I urge 
upon you all to accord to this meaauro your whole-hearted support 

Mrs Jnyawati Desai m seconding the proposal in Gujarati said — 

Wo all know how hard u the life of women workers To ameliorate 
their condition it is necessary that we should support this measure as strongly 
as possible 

(An amendment was moved at this slsgo b> Rajkuman Ararit Kaur) 
Rajkuman Amnt Kaur Said 

1 wish to move an amendment in regord to Maternity Benefits ft is 
only right that wo should have a really detailed insight into labour questions 
and when proposing and pressing for labour legislation we should study 
what the effect of such will be I should therefore like to move an amendment 
in two parts — 

(a) Tliat this Conference while advocating the introduction and passing 
of Maternity Benefits Acts throughout India regrets that where such do 
exist the application of them in practice is causing unemployment 
among women labourers It calls upon the authorities cancerned to 
look on this matter in a humane rather than in a mercenory apirit and 
to those m charge of these measures to find ways and means of so 
framing the provisions that the danger of the unfortunate results now 
obtemmg may be eliminated 

(b) This Conference suggests that in all future legislation maternity Benefits 
may be paid by the employers as a general charge per head according 
to total number of mill hands in any factory and that existing legislation 
may be amended in the same manner 

I would like to read to you an extract that has been sent to me hy 
our eslcemcd fnend Anasuya Ben. She has pointed out that the Maternity 
Benefits Act has not operated at an unmIxed blessing Ever since It came 
into effect the employers have tned to evade their responsibility in this 
matter and women workers are discharged frequently from work ^ cilerday 
n poor woman came and said that she had been dismittcj after the had 
had roitcrnily benefit When she asked to be re employed they said they 
did not want women because they were loo coiriy The woman said that she 
had been prepared to give her thumb-impression that she would never claim 
•uch a benefit, but even then she had not been taken back 
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Since 1929 tlierc has been a progressive decline m the employment of 
women in the Textile Industry in Ahmedabad. This will be apparent from 
the study of statistical figures of labour reports. There is an enormous 
decrease in the number of women employed in the Industry. Anasuya Ben 
says that this is not only the result of the Maternity Benefits Act There 
is also an increase m night-shift working and elemmation of certain 
processes in which women used to find employment. In certain departments, 
for example, Spinning, the employers now say that they can do away with 
the women, and give preference to men. There are also other reasons. The 
Maternity Benefit question is a fairly complicated one. We must see that 
the existing Acts arc altered and new ones made so as to protect these 
women. You will, I hope, accept the amendment as it stands 

Mrs Hansa Mehta m seconding the amendment in Gujarati, said, that 
it was a matter for regret that where this Act operated women are thown 
out of employment. She suggested that out of the common expenses a 
certain amount should be taken out and a fund should be created to help 
the women during periods of maternity This amendment and not the 
original proposal, I hope, will be taken into consideration by you all. 

Another speaker also supported this amendmet in Gujarati. 

The President inquired at this stage if anybody would like to speak 
further on this subject. 

A second amendment was moved by M ss Copeland. She said*- 

“I beg leave to move a second amendment, oTi which may perhaps 
meet the objections raised by the mover of the first amendment and at the 
same time maintain the essential substance of the original motion. I move 
that the motion should now read *' while welcoming the introduction of the 
Bengal Maternity Benefits Bill, this Conference re-iterates the urgency of 
iteroducing an All-India Maternity Benefits Act. 

By omitting the words ” on the lines of the Bombay Act " we do not 
commit ourselves to any particular set of regulations but we do cordially 
support, as-we have always supported, the principle of the necessity of 
giving maternity benefit to women labourers This principle is in itself a 
good, a right and a just one. We must not dissociate ourselves from it 
merely because some bad employers have found ways and means of evading 
,the Acts at present in force in Bombay, Madras and the C. P These Acts 
may not be ideal but they are a step in the right direction and any All-India 
Act might well be framed with additional clauses and regulations suggested 
by experience of the working of the present Acts and calculated to prevent 
unscrupulous employers from dismissing their women labourers in order to 
avoid increased expense under the Act 



^ ALL tHDU WO&fEfTS CatfTERtNCE 

The fact that women are belnE wTODsfuily diamtiaed ti a atfl to t» 
to help the women labourer* to organtse thomselve* eo thot «uch abuse* mny* 
be put down Until that day cornea when the woman lobourer i* able ta 
defend bcraelf we rouat help in every way we can and aco to it that no 
employer la able to rmae hia head in honourable society if he r* known to be 
exploitrog hia wemen employees By omitting the last clause of the ongmnl 
motion we shall meet Rajkuman a objection and sUo remain atauncb to the 
pnncjpJe of on AJI-India Maternity Beoeffla Act 

In secomCntc this amendment Mrs Lakahiru Menon (Lucknow) said 
I second the amendment for the followtne reason — 

The Maternity Benefit is conducive to the beneHt of wag c eerning 
women Because in certain cases that Act is abused it does not follow that 
we should not advocate and press for its proper enforcement. 

Finally after discussion, Misa Copeland withdrew her amendment and 
the following was accepted by Rajkuman Amnt Ivaur - 

(a) Thr* Conference while advocating the introduction and passing of 
Maternity Benefits Acts throughout India regrets that where such do 
exist the applrcatron of them in practice is cousrng unemployment 
amongst woman labourers It calls upon the authorltiat concerned 
to look on this matter In a humane rather than m a mercenary spirit 
and U{>on those in charge of these measures to find ways and 
means of so framing the provisions that the danger of the unfortunate 
results now obtaining may be eliminated 

(b) The Conference further urges iho immediate introduction of an All- 
India Maternity Benefit* Act 

Being put to the rote it was unanimously carried 
Mist Copeland ( Delhi) moved the following resolution — 

4 This Conference Is iniilenl that the attention of the authonties con 
cemed should turn immcdislcly to the imperslWc necesiUy lor 
providing improved houitrrg facibtres for the labouring clsiies 

She said. In moving this resolution I feel it is esfcntial that grester 
houilng facilities should be given to ih^ 1 V)u*Ing cinties By the term 
Labouring Classes is meant not only Mil) Min^ or Tea gsrden Labourers 
i c workett in organised industries but nlfo labourers of all kinds such as 
welters m Public Worts Deparlmenl* worker* under Municipalities and for 
contractors because throughout India with one or two csccptlons you will 
iind Ahal the labouring classes are extremely badly housed One thing 
I suggest IS that a* a Conference and as Individual members of ihs Confer 
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-efice, and as citizens of India we should attempt to know the facts 1 believe 
that the disgraceful conditions, that exist at present in a great many cities 
would not endure very long if women like us were to go and find out where 
these working people live. There is a great deal of reliable informanon 
available in the Report of the Royal Commission on Labour (Whitley Repoit). 
Let us all look up to the facts and figures for our own Districts. It you live 
in, the neighbourhood of Calcutta for example, you wdl probably know some- 
thing of the conditions of the Jute Mill workers, but we need to know much 
more than most of us know from practical experience at present. You will 
find that there are one or two Mills in Calcutta that have provided reasonable 
accommodation for their workers but the greater number of Jute Mill workers 
are housed by Sardars and these “ Bustis ” are amongst thfe worst housing 
conditions any-where. In Bombay there are Chawls, large tenement houses 
of several storeys. The disadvantage of this type of house is that the workers 
can never feel at home, every thing is so different from then* village condi- 
tions of life, I have here a survey made by the International Council of 
Women in Bombay, They went into the houses of over a thousand workers 
and found out to what extent overcrowding existed. I have not time to 

give you more than a few samples of the worst conditions of over- 
crowding, In one single-room-tenement there were 8 adults and 1 child. 
In another house, in one single room, there were 10 adults and 5 
children living, i, e, 5 couples and their children, 5 different families living 
in one single room. If you go to Madras you will find there is very little done 
to house the working classes, although exceptions like the Carnatic Mills 
have set excellent examples. In Madras the labourers usually settle down on 
any available waste land Filth and want of Sanitation lead to disease and 
high mortality rate in these wretched cherries Many workers have no home at 
all and may be found sleeping at nights in Verandahs or in the streets Similar 
conditions prevail among the Municipal workers etc. Before imperial Delhi was 
built sufficient consideration was not given to providing accommodtion for the 
thousands of humble workers who helped to raise that magnificent City, 
so these people m many instances have had to build temporary shelters and 
huts on some waste ground, only to be moved on again when that land was 
required for building purposes. So let us see to it, m the future, when any big 
building scheme is about to be initiated that those responsible are made to 
realise the importance of making proper provision for the labourers Let us 
urge the authorities to make proper Sanitary arrangements to ensure adequate 
air and light in the houses provided for or built by the workers. Even where 
houses do exist for workers the 3 '^ are not always desirably planned and in 
any new area I would ask you to see that the authorities lay out a suitable 
plan at the begianing into which all subsequent housing schemes may be 

fitted in order that the whole lay-out may be healthy, orderly and suited to 
Indian ideas of comfort and attractiveness Wherever possible Chawls or 
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barrack# or line# should be aToided aa they cannot be really homelike anj 
attradire Let u» urffe attention being paid to this feature Alio let ai do 
our ow i little bit to aacure better Sanitary concfitiom and more light and oir 
m honiea already bnilt. The Delhi Village Welfare Board la popularuing 
window# or venlilalora rather v^bch can be parcbaicd for m* nnrat and 
rawly fitted in by the villager himictf So cren if we cannot more the 
Muniapalitiea and other authorities to undertake large acheniea we can lee 
that one or two windows are put up through which air and light may 
penetrate I would luggeit three practical atcpa for each one of xn 
to take — 

(1) Get to know the actual condilronc obtaining m our own area# at 
firsthand 

(2) Find otrt the proper authority the peraotj actually reaponaible ondauggest 
reforms For example In many cases it may be nch fellow citrzena 
who are exploiting the lobourcrs Ictling out houaes without light or 
Tentilation at exorbitant rents 

(3) Wrfte lo these authorities whocTcr they may be and keep on urging 
reforms till it is no longer possible for contractors to amass largo fortunes 
while their labour force is wretchedly housed 

Lady Nilhanlb— Ahmedabad (Speaking in Guiarati ) Sold — 

The housing conditions at present in Ahmedsbad are not at all satis 
factory The new tenements that are being erected are howerer an 
Improvement and consist of 2 rooms verandah etc« Ahmedabad Municipality 
is going to pull down ail the bad houses and mrtiate a scheme Involving 
Rs 5 00 000 for housing It has made o complete list of uninhabitable bouses 
and IS taking cvcr> step to remove them as soon as possible Secondly the 
Munlcipfllil> has built ZOOO very comirodioos and nice Sanitary houtes 
for the Harijon sweepers Tvro-thirds of the sweepers live In them Houses 
for the remaining one-lhird vnll be built In the next three yean The rent U 
fixed at Rs 5/— for persons whose income is below Rs 50/ The new Mills 
that are built have better Chawls for their labourers. These are the thing* 
which I have pleasure in plaang before you 

Mrs Swarainadhan 

I have jD^t a few words lo say about housing condition* in htsdraw 
Theto IS a vromen's Civic Group and members are going into the housing crucstiori 
with a view to pul forward a scheme before the Mumdpality The n**w Coundllors 
of the Municlpnlily hn\c decided lo go into the qpjcstion very senoutly h vlB 
be possible in Madras lo gel the public support to help in carrying out at IpsI 
a part of the scheme 1 am very glad that iKi resolution has come up l*elof»' 
our Conference and I very heartily support »r 
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Miss Bhalerao ( Bombay )— Further supported this Resolution. 

Miss Agatha Harisson ( London ) When I came to India with the 
Royal Commission on Labour m 1929-30, we saw the condition as the 
Conference has described You will be able to read about the condition in 
that report. I do not think however even the report would give a true picture 
of what you will find when you go and see for yourselves. It is a matter of 
great satisfaction and encouragement to see the interest that you are taking 
in this question. If you go and see m your various localities the condition 
in which your people stay, and move the Municipalities to put an end^tp such 
conditions, you will do more than any other people have done in this country. 

The resolution being put to the vote was passed unanimously. 


SOCIAL RESOLUTIONS 

1 The following resolution was moved from the Chair and was passed 
unanimously-all present Standing 

“This Conference places on record its sincere grief at the death 
of Kamala Nehru, Mr. Abbas Tyabji, Dr. Ansari, Munshi Premchand 
_ and J. T. Sunderland ” 

2 The following resolution was moved from the Chair and was passed 
unanimously — 

“ This Conference congratulates H H the Maharajah of Travan- 
core on the noble step taken by him in the cause of the freedom of 
the Harijans. 

“It also conveys a special message of joy and gratitude to H. H, 
Maharani Setu Parvatl Bayi that this step should have been taken 
during her tenure of office as our President, 

“It earnestly appeals to all other Indian States and those in 
authority over Temples in British India to follow the courageous lead 
of Travancore”. 

The following resolutions were proposed from the Chair and on votes 
being taken they were passed unanimously. — 

3 UUhsation of Memoual Funds ~ 

“This Conference urges the Central and Provincial Governments 
and the Governments of Indian States to utilise the King George 
Memorial Fund for the furtherance of Medical aid and Research." 
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4 Womens Share m the Country s AdnUHistrat$on ‘ — 

(a) This CoafercQco is emphatically of opinion thot the Ume has 
come when woman should take her Icgitunato share m the Government 
of her country Central Provincial & Local 

(b) While wo are opposed on principle to the Reservation of Seals 
for women in the Legislatures we emphatically protest against the 
differentiation made in this matter tn the Frontier Province & Assam 
and suggest that this error be rectified forthwith 

. ' 

5 Stafemsni on Lsgal Disnbili/i^s of tVoniCfli— 

This Conference empowers the Speaal Committee on Legal 
Disabihties of women to draw up o comprehensixo statement on the 
lines of the Baroda and Mysore enactments which can later be 
introduced m the form of a Bill m the new Legislatures 

Irs Sarala Mehta proposed the following resolution ’■* 

Support of Bills Pending Legislation 

(a) While this Conference lands Its support to the following BilU 
pending m the Legislative Assembly 

1 The Hindu inter caste Marriage Bill 

2 The Muslim Personal Law 

3 The Arya Marriage Validation Dill 

4 The Bill for the rcmovsl of Social disabilities amongst certain 
classes of Hindus 

In to far as they help to Improve the status of women it feels 
that the time has come for such piecemeal legislation to be replaced 
by comprehensive legislation on equitable lines affecting the rights 
of the people of the country as a whole 

(b) Tins Conference regrets that Dr Dethmukh s Bill on the Hindu 
Women s Right to Propertj which has been referred to a Sp oal 
Committee hat been whittled down m favour of widows onlv 
Ignoring the rights of daughters and other female heirs 

(c) This conference regrets that none of the Special Reform Bills whici 
were before the Legislatures for conitderalion last Srpicml»ef has made 
any headway It appeals to the Govemm'-n as well as to all the 
members of the Assembly to try iheir utmost not to delay the pasirng 
into law of such measures ca wdl conslitulr a real tt«q» fotwanl in 
the life of the nation 
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^ Mrs. Sumali Gokhale (Sanglt) seconded the Resolution. 

Miss K. E Sharda (Malabar) and Mrs. Panna Daphtary (Bombay) 
supported the Resolution. 

Mrs Hansa Mehta (Bombay), {Spoke in Gujarati) 

The Bills mentioned in the resolution are before the Legislative Assembly. 
We gave our support to them sometime back. With regard to Dr. Bhagwan- 
das' Bill re. Hindu Inter-caste marriage we supported the Bill with the proviso 
that It should include a clause about monogamy. With regard to Dr. Desh- 
mukh's Bill we had supported the principle underlying it, but the Bill as 
referred to the Select Committee is reduced to the rights of widows only. As 
such the Bill is not a new thing as there is already another bill before the 
Assembly on the Nvidow’s right of inheritance. Dr. Deshmukh should not have 
allowed this whittling down of his Bill and this Conference must protest against 
such an action. 

There is another very important point m this resolution which I would 
like the Conference to note. Instead of having so many personal laws like the 
Hindu Law, the Mohammedan Law etc , we should ask for an All-India Legisla- 
tion based on equity re -Marriage and Inheritance. These personal laws tend 
to keep up the communal difference. It is also difficult to change them here 
and there We should, therefore, ask for All-India-Legislation and I hope the 
Conference will carry on the fight in that direction. 

The Resolution was then put to vote and passed unanimously. 

Miss Dolly Basu ( Calcutta ) proposed the following resolution — 

7. Tiafftc in Womeu and Chtldren and Rescue Homes 

(a) This Conference requests the authorities concerned to take 
more rigid steps towards the prevention of traffic in women and 
children and urges all Provincial and Local Governments 
and the public to make immediate provision for Rescue Homes 
where such do not exist 

Brothels at Fairs 

(b) This Conference expresses its emphatic protest against the 
practice of opening brothels m Sind and elsewhere during Melas 
(fairs) as these have a degrading effect on the morals of the 
people and urges the authorities concerned to take immediate 
steps to supress them. 

/ 

She said ~In proposing this I should like to say a few words with regard 
to the 1st part of the Resolution as I have some practical knowledge of this 
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Subject haviiiff done •ome »vork among minor Hindu girU rescued from brothel* 
and women of ill repute \Vc need aocial worker* to *pecjali»e for >ngilnnce 
work and women of our mvn country can best help m tht* cause as the> understand 
the condition and mentality of the people We can get considerable help by 
approaching the authorities a* they are always willing to assist ^oIuntary workers 
m every way The Vigilance Association* and Salvation Annj are doing good 
^vo^k and many brothels and houses of ill fame have been closed due to their 
effort* Voluntary Organisations can do much m the way of opproaching the 
autbonties and getting some of their members appointed as Probationary Offi 
cer* under Juvenile Offender* Act etc Women \oluntnr> worker* con olso nsk 
to be appointed a* Hon Magistrates m Children s Courts I think the question 
of preventing traffic in women and cluldr*n should also be dealt with from n 
moral and educational point of >iew The Women's Organisations can do a 
groat deal in this in helping to educate public opinion Legislation alone carmot 
do much and I urge that Voluntary Women Worker* should undertake to do 
everything possible to stamp out this evil I om a practical worker and have 
got 89 girl* in my care Those poor unwanted children being allowed to remain 
in these undesirable surroundings is a disgrace to our society I wish we had 
more persons like Or M Reddi ond others who have dma so much for this 
cause Many of these girls are eager to be trained for some useful work and 
we can try to find for them some way of earning a de ent livelihood Volun 
tary worker* can do much to help in this by visiting these girls after tley leave 
the Rescue Homes and helping to find some suitable work for them I wouM 
like to make the following suggestions — 

(1) More drastic legislation should be introduced in order to close the 
present tolerated areos all classes of person" of both sexes reaponiihle for 
the trade whether trafficker* procurers brothel keeper* landlords who allow 
their house* to be used as brothels should be heavily punished 

(2) Provision for Homes for the victims of these evils are necessary 
part of any scheme of reform Government should be nskrj to give ndcquair 
provision for this 

(3) Lvery effort should be made b> Volintarv Oicanisslions to start 
centres to train vigilance worker* and Government shotdJ t” asked to ivivr 
adequate finandal support 

(■1) I feel confident in that our Woro-n s movement will Inn. si ii 
radical change* in our country if wo work *CTinusl> rnd earn *tl) 1 »sv 

that women nlonc can cardicstc this evil and it 1* my earnest request n on 
and all of you to try your be* to do somelhini. towards this loniT newleciril 
serious cause Traffic m omen and Children Is a wmld-wrije rvn and f* 

world-wide co-operation of puMic spirited men and w* men o| *11 n#t ns »♦ 
needed to combat it 
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IVI iss Susliilakumari Pandit (Baroda) seconded it Speaking in Hindi she 
said The condition of women in India is very bad owing to the tremendous 
illiteracy prevailing amongst them. It is a pity that much attention is not 
being paid to this most vital point. Hence in our society we find that so 
many women are being misguided by cunning people, who are actually making 
money by selling them in different parts of India. Illiterate and ignorant 
women supply a good harvest for such low t5T3e of people. In order to remove 
this evil we must first try to prevent child marriage and disparity of age and 
temperament of marrying couples. The institution of child marriage, purdah, 
illiteracy, etc,, have lowered the status of womanhood. We should try to eradicate 
the evils which have crept like a black cloud into the social life of India by 
starting genuine Rescue Homes such as we find in Ahmedabad, Baroda, Bombay 
and in many other parts of India, 

We should leave no stone unturned to improve the condition of our 
sisters who are wrongly directed by selfish people. We must begin m all 
earnestness and start good Rescue Homes I urge upon you not only to 
give your strong support to this resolution but to do some work in a 
tangible form, 

Mrs. Lakshmi N. Menon ( U. P. Oudh )— supporting the Resolution 
said;— I want to support this resolution because our constituency wants the 
backing of this Conference in our agitation to eradicate the evil of traffic in 
women and children In U P traffic m women and children of the 
most inhuman type exists in the Naik community in the Kumaon District It is 
not the usual case of girls in want and poverty lured into vice by traffickers, 
but it is a custom accepted, tolerated and condemned shamelessly by Society 
and Government We are told that the women of the Naik community are 
sold at the annual fairs like cattle and other commodities and people buy them 
and exchange them for purposes of vice The girls and women, who are thus 
sold and bought and exchanged have no choice but to yield to a custom and 
although many of them hate this sort of life and would like to settle down, 
they have no- opportunities for doing that There is no organization to help 
their cause. The so called Mahila-Ashrams and Seva-Ashrams have proved 
to be nothing more than traffickers’ sources of supply and the recent cases 
which were reported in the newspapers must have convinced many of us how 
necessary and urgent it is that the whole matter should be treated in a more 
drastic manner and effec ive steps should be taken to wupe out this evil, while 
Government help will be forth coming only very slowly, we should not stop 
in our work of agitating against this horrid custom, nor should %vc diminish 
our enthusiasm till the time when not a single woman will be forced into a life 
of evil because of custom Let us remind ourselves that as long as we tolerate 
this custom and do not exert ourselves sufficiently to stop it, it will be taken 
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for granted that we are accomplices and abettors in this awful sale of human 
being* 

Mim Homai Sethna (Smd) and Mn Gangaben Patel (Bombay) aUo 
spoke supporting this Resolution 

Tlie Resolution was then put to vote and carried unanimously 
8 ifort and Swadttht 

This Conference strongly appeals every one of its members to 
lake an increasingly a tive part m rural work and to restrict 
all their purchases to Swadeshi and products of cottage 
industries 

Mr* Sharda Mehta (Gujarat) In proposing the above resolution said (in 
Gujarati) It is rather a matter of shame that a resolution on Swadeshi has to be 
brought before us and that it should become incumbent on us to explain that 
we should use Swadeshi a thing which we ought to do of our own accord 
and willingness We are importing foreign goods worth crores of ruppees 
every year and are being ridiculed by outsiders for such a folly Our degre 
dation 18 attributable only to our forgetting Swadeshism If Swadeihism is 
not followed as it ought to be to its true and real spirit this resolution 
should not remain as a pious resolution to be left as a decoration on 
paper 1 strongly urge this resolution not for its being put on 
paper only but for being acted upon by us all in a true and genuine 
spirit I also consider it our bounden duty to take an aetive part in rural 
work and to restrict our purchases to swadeshi and to products of cottage 
industries We must adjust the style of living in such a way that we may be 
able to eschew the purchase of foreign products as far as possible and use 
things which are swadeshi and preferably home made Wc sre not able to 
produce each and every thing like Japan but things which may bo a bit Inferior 
should yet be used because they arc made by our own countrymen and the 
money goes to them I hope you will pass this resolution whole-heartedly 

In seconding the Resolution Mrs S C Roy (Calcutta) gave inform* 
lion regarding the work done by Government of Bengal in connection with 
helping the Indigenous Industries m the country and said that the Govt wa* 
trying to some extent to prevent the dumping of Japanese goods pstlicuisily 
affecting the struggling cottage industry products o! Bengal 

While speaking on the village work c described tbe Cuslce cltanlng 
work which was taken up by the Corporation of Calcutta for which a Busty 
Cleaning week was organised She ssld thsl during that week all soits ol 
measures for health propaganda were undertaken with which members o! the 
Calcutta Local Committee of the All-Indta Womens Conference hsd 
co*operatcd 

Mrs Bachubm Thacker (nomhoyj-sopported it and laid psiticulsr strrss 
on Improving the health of viUage children 
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Mrs, Yodh (Gujarat) and Miss Premlata Mehta (U, P, Agra) further 
supported this resolution. 

The Resolution was then put to vote and carried unanimously, 

10. HanisJnp of Thud Class Raihoay Passengers 

“ This Conference notes with concern and extreme regret that 
in spite of repeated requests from the general public the condi- 
tion of third Class Railway Passengers, particularly women, 
remains a matter of little concern to the Railway authorities, 

"It IS high time that steps were taken to provide even an 
elementary stadard of confort for those passengers who constitute 
the large majority of the travelling public.” 

In moving the resolution, Mrs. Urmila Mehta ( Bombay ) described the 
various sorts of hardships namely, dirty latrine, want of facilities for water, want 
<d{ proper space in ^ the compartments, over-crowding, want of facilities for 
purchasing tickets etc., that the Third Class passengers have to suffer and also 
the callous indifference shown by the Indian Railway authorities to meet the 
public demand so often made to them through the Legislative Assembly and 
fchroTigh the platform and press. While emphacising the fact that the major 
portion of the Railway Revenue comes from the Third Class Railway passengers, 
she said that it was they who received such inhuman treatment at the hands of 
the Railway companies 

Continuing she said, that while 2nd class passengers were provided with 
fans and other amenities 3rd class passengers had to go without them. In the 
hot weather to travel in a third class compartment was indeed, to say the least, 
a very trying ordeal and if the public had not taken drastic steps, it was because 
the Indian people were proverbially patient and all— suffering 

"The Waiting rooms— if they can be so called-^for the 3rd class passengers 
on our Railway Stations are a positive scandal During the monsoon and the cold 
weather they are positively unfit for human use, 

, How unfairly the 3rd class passengers are treated, can be seen from the 
fact that in the matter of Christmas, Dewali and Easter concessions also, it is 
the Ist and 2nd class passengers who get the best of it, and while a 2nd class 
passenger has to pay 11= of the single fare, the third class passenger has to pay 
l^ and even ly of the single fare. Another reform badly wanted by the Indian 
women is the placing of the alarm signals within easy reach At present they 
are inaccessible to most women 1 sincerely hope Our public bodies etc will take 
up this question in right earnest and carry on a nation— wide agitation on behalf 
of the poor unorganised third class passengers, 

Mrs. Gangaben Patel (Bombay) m secOndiog the resolution in Gujarati 
said: — The resolution refers to the hard-ships and inconveniences experienced by 
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Third aoi» Rndvray patienger^-pathculariy women pa»sencer*. The rude m n n i re r 
in which the Ticket CoUcetort and other* »omo time* accost Third-aas* paiien 
gers and specially women should be protested against by us os vebcroently 
as possible It is the duly of the Roilway authontics to check these enls 
The Third-Oass ctMUpartmeots arc not cleaned st reasonable interrals and the 
lavatory BTrangements are extremely bad In fact no check is exercised and 
ways and means are devised to prevent orer-crowding m the Third-Class 
and pasacngera are huddled together m insanitary surroundings w he re they even 
run the nsk of catching diseases of other passengers Even the chain arrange- 
ment of the Alarm Signal is not a satisfactory one The Cham should be so 
fixed as could be easily reached and made use of by women as quickly as 
possible in case of emergency To those of you who travel by the higher classes 
the hardships of the Third Oass Passengers could hardly be realised and for 
this reason 1 requested some of the £>e)egate* to trard with mo by the Third 
Class while coming here. Some of these sitting here complied with my request 
and they have personally expcneoced these difficulties 

Mrs Premlilo Mehta (Baroda) eupported this resolution re/emng to her 
rrxpenence in her recent journeys to Kathiaivad for doing propaganda worVr lor 
he All India Women's Conference 

The resolution was passed unalmousfy 


THIRD SITTING 25lh Drcemher 1036 

Yhe Third silting of the Conference commened at 10-30 A M In the 
absence of the Prcfrdenl Lady Vidyatfnun R Nikanlh loot the Chs,r 

Discussion on Social Resolutions was resomed 

Child Mamaffc Resbratnl Act fCoternmenl of India 1029) 

Resolution No 9 

In iiew of the fad iHal the Child Msrrlsge RcstisJnl Ad 
ho* proTcd ineffectual so far this Conference re-iterstr* Us optnlrm 
that Mr B. Dss' Bill amending this Ad should be pssied into 
Law Without further delay 

h strongly ndtocBtes that anll-chlld mafilsee propogsnd* work 
be ic-doubled ihioughful h* country with psiticulsr cmphsiis in the 
vlllaect " 
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Really speaking, tke whole scene is improbable and contradictory to Hindu 
tradition and it has no historical evidence also The writer has adopted a very 
spurious method to vilify women of India and India must not tolerate it. 

Supporting the Resolution Mrs Sarojini Mehta (Gujarat) said m Gujarati 

The book has been written definitely with the aim of lowering India in 
the estimation of foreign countries. Many western writers are under the 
impression that India is a suppressed country and consequently anyone can 
write any calumniating nonsense about her people. In the present case we 
can excuse a foreign writer for incorrectly describing the Marahtta ladies* dress 
or other minor details But to describe the great queen as selling her body to 
an English officer is nothing short of deliberate slander. Even an ordinary 
Hindu woman prizes chastity above all. and to picture one of the greatest 
Hindu women as being unchaste is the worst possible insult that could be 
offered to the Indian womanhood To me it appears that at a time when the 
elections are at our door, and the Indian women are preparing to enter politics, 
the writer and some hands pulling the strings from behind are trying to show 
to the world indirectly that the Indian women who take part m politics can stoop 
to such low level of degradation If on Indian writer had described a western 
woman deviating from a trivial form of their so-called etiquette, there would 
have been a hue and cry about it. And yet they expect that we shall take 
lying such slandering lying about such a great personality. But we ought to 
show them that the Indian women are now awake and no more possess the 
slavish mentality to bear such insult meekly We must try and get the book 
proscribed as early as possible. But whether the Government proscribed it or 
not, it is our duty to gather all available copies of the book and burn them 
publicly all over the country. 

Further supporting the Resolution Mrs.Bapal (Maharastra) saidt^ 

I am here to pay my humble respects to the Great Ram Laxmibai Saheb 
of Jhansi. She has been a great and inspiring figure to us the daughters of 
India She was a warrior and died also like a warrior. Imagine a widow of 
mere 20 years of age on whom rested the responsibility of protecting the 
people of her kingdom and her adopted son Amritrao She had to fight against 
a well-organised army of British soldiers continuously day and night for six 
days and on the seventh day when she found her army broken she took a little 
Ganga water with her and ordered her men to take some fodder with them to 
burn her body when they found her dead while fighting That is, she was not 
walling to let even her dead body to be touched by others In short such a 

noble woman should be taken out of her grave after 80 years and made to 

utter words of the most distasteful nature to herself and to all of us under a 

pretext of a supposed discussion about the subject of widow remarriage 
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amoimU to a hbel against the bonoar of our revered Heroine I say tberefortf 
that this objecUonable book aboald be at once {oifeitecL 

Mrs G Patvrardhan (Bnroda) Mit> Feroiuddin (Punjab) and Mr. 
GandHye (Indore) further supported 

In propo.inj the Kcond part ol the RoKtlutton Begum Hamid Ah .ald.- 

While a«.ociating mj.elt wrth all the former ipealtera on the frril part 
of the Rcaoluhon I am confining myaelf to the .econd part of it which run. 
as followsi— 

Resolution No fl (b) This Conference cnDphaticftlly protests against 
the statement n ade by Miss Cornelia Sorabji in her letter to the 
London Times on the subjeci of Child marriage It considers It 
most objecltonable is expressing views which ore not held by 
Indians and regrets that Miss Sorobji continues to represent her own 
country in a manner which is detrimental to herself and the nation 

It IS shameful when foreign men and women villify Indians but what 
can be said of a woman who belongs to us-wh i <t is our blood in her veins 
who persists in misrepresenting and Mllifying her own people > 1 speak of 

Mist Cornelia Sorabji and of her latest performance namely of writing a 
letter to the London Times on the subiect of Child marnage The All 
India Women a Conference emphatically protests that m no way does Miss 
Cornelia Sorabji represent the views of Indian Womanhood ancient or 
modem and we ask our overseas visitors and friends to fully realize this fact 
and inform their countries through their press 

This was seconded b> Mrs S N Ray (Bengal EasO-Shc said — 

I libe to endorse every word rbout Miss Sorabji We have given her 
every opportunity and chance but she haa gone on nuirepTcicnting our country 
on scNcral occasions We cannot tolerate it any longer I think it is neces 
aary for us to express openly and widely that she does not represent the 
views of indien Women if we wish contradict the wrong impressions given 
about us on other lands 

Rajkuman Amnt Naur moved the 3rd part of the Resolution which 
runs ns follows:— 

Resolution No II (c) This Conference cal's calls upon the Covcmraenl 
and the women of foreign countries in partlcuUr to use ihen 
auihonty and influence m disallowing unfair and nefatious piopst »nda 
from being used against us whether in the Press by way of n«w* 
or articles In ioumals or books or by the showing of films 
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She said; — '‘So much has been said about tliis resolution that I hope 
all our foreign friends who arc herv^ will have gathered from the depth of 
feelings on the part of speakers and from the response of the audience, how 
deeply we feel on the subject, I know the Liaison Group in England 
sympathises wiih us. They have on more than one occasion helped to remove 
misrepresentations, but I want the Liaison Group, in particular, through 
their representative, Miss Agatha Harrison to know that she has seen and 
heard with her own cars our resentment at this continued misrepresentation 
of Indian traditions and culture and great personalities. I also would like 
to ask the representatives of America, Ceylon, Australia, France and 
Holland, who are here, to take this message to their countries. We look 
upon this as a very mean trick of hitting below the belt. I do hope, there- 
fore, that our friends abroad will do all in their power to put an end to the 
practice by writing to journals and newspapers and by means of propaganda 
through meetings and in the press. ” 

The whole resolution was then put to vote and passed unanimously, 

12. Rajkumari Amri*" Kaxir moved the follwing. — 

Obscene Adveiiiscmeufs and Pubhcahvns 

“This Conference emphatically protests against various newspapers 
and magazines publishing obscene advertisements and literature as 
these constitute an insult to womanhood. It appeals to the press 
as a whole to see that this pernicious practice is abolished It also 
urges the Government to take more drastic steps to make the 
provisions of the Indian Press Act sufficiently effective to put down 
this demoralising aspect of the Press " 

She said: I do not think there can be any two opinions on this There 
can be no woman worth the name of woman who will not agree to this 
resolution But I do want to impress upon women that we ourselves are 
to blame for allowing this practice to go on. We must protest just as strongly 
against this as we have done on the previous resolution. Why is it that it 
IS only the woman that is insulted in these ? We have to protest in such a 
manner that newspapers, journals and periodicals, will cease to write about 
women insultingly and to look upon the beauty of women in a horrible light. 
Real beauty is the beauty of the soul but we women have forgotten this fact 
Every time any one of us comes accross such an advertisement she should 
cut it out and send it to the editor with a protest. By doing so, we shall 
raise the moral tone of our papers and restore the dignity of womanhood We 
have lost it on account of our own weakness Let us not be weak any more 
1 want you to support this resolution not by the raising of hands only but by 
practical demonstration throughout the country. 
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tgBinit the growing eympethy of the avihied world towflrdi Indin end her 
atpirations 

Joan of Arc hsi been cannoniecd only dunnc the early part of thii 
century but abo of courao belong! to a free country The Roni of Jhan*! 
however i* not only not given her duo place among the martyr! but on the 
other hand an attempt has been made to lower her in the calimaiion of 
the world To anyone who cares to analyse the deeper Psychology of oil 
this such a despicable attempt would appear to be the result of a definite 
apprehension of the growing loss of prestige and authority of those who 
seek domination over others though under the guise of bearing the white 
man • burden Be that as it may we look upon such a cowardly attempt 
not only as a personal insult to this great woman but as an insult to the 
womanhood of India A fnend who is present here today has kindly promised 
to try to hove the obnoxious passage deleted from the book 1 do not know 
wby tbe outhonties bave not yet proteno d t us book Knowing however as 
they do now the feeling of the women of India as expressed in this re*o\u 
Uon we hope they will take the necessary action without further delay 

In seconding this Resolution Mra. Yemhal Kulkarni (Maharastra) said - 

A drama named Ram of jhanal was written by Mr Philip cox m 19J3 
Die subject matter of the drama relates to 1857 when Lord Dalhousie was thr 
Governor \ neral I suppose most of you know the life of that renowned 
■md brave lady Rani Laxmibai of Jhansi 

In the third scene of the drama under reference the Ram has an inter 
view With Sfetjor Eiltt She arranget tome entertainment for the gttett and 
opens the subject of adoption >n the most peculiar and round about mannsr 
Before telling you the conversation that took place betiveen the Renl and 
Major Ellis f shall just request you to go back 75 years Irom now and then 
think of the Hindu ideals of life their custons and manners and the wife s 
devotion for the husband then think of tha Ram Saheb whose husband was 
recently dead and who was a childless widow and who had adopted a *on to 
save tbe Rat of Jbansl With all this in your mmd wo shall now turn to ihclr 
conversation The object of her interview was mainly to get Government 
sanction for the adoption failing that the Rnj was to bo annexed Sh^ is 
offenne money to save the Raj but it is refused Then she is represented ft# 
offering herself the most objectionable part o! the whole scene 

Fancy a Hindu widow who is renowned for her bravery slooplm to 
,uch a mean thought. /I is really only the characlcr that llmdu wom,-n bve 
(or and at the cost of their life they will try to mamUin their charscisr ^hs 
would not even dream of such thought and Jess so to ulter and offer hersetl t 
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folk, but they are poisoning India from end to end. We have to agitate 
against misrepresentation of womanhood within these shores as well as outside 
them, and the members of this Conference should 'appeal to their local Cinema 
Censorship Boards to prohibit films which are so subversive of truth, and so 
productive of a wrong atmosphere. In an illiterate country the Cinema is an 
extension of the Press and therefore this subject needs ventilation and protest 
under this Resolution, and we must use our influence and intelligence to stop 
films being produced and shown which do harm to our ideals and work. 

The resolution was then put to vote and carried unanimously. 

Resolution No. 13. Protecbon of children. 

Mrs Masani (Bombay) Said : I have pleasure in proposing the following 
resolution 

(a) ** That this Conference impresses upon the Authorities the necessity 
for the introduction of Children’s Acts in all Provinces of India, where 
such Acts are not in existence. 

(b) “ This Conference also urges upon all individuals and organisations 
engaged in social welfare work to take all possible measures for the 
care of neglected, destitute and feeble minded children. ” 

t 

It is a matter of deep concern to us all that m most of the cities of 
India the Children’s Act has not yet come into existence, except for the few 
places like the City of Bombay and its suburban District, Poona City and 
Cantonment, the municipal Borough of Dharwar, Hubli, Belgaum, Sholapur snd 
Villages of Sholapur. Sections 9, 12 and 15 of the Children’s Act are applicable 
in the town of Ahmedabad. In no other important cities is there any Act for the 
safety and protection of children. 

Till the year 1924 there was no Children’s Act in our City. A limited 
number of offences against children came under the Penal Code. The Bombay 
City Police Act made begging and exposure of offensive ailments an offence. 
There was no other enactment for the effective protection of children or for the 
prevention of cruelty to them. Neither was there any remedy against parents 
or guardians neglecting or ill-treating children in several ways, nor was any 
power given to any authority to take charge of or give shelter to neglected 
or oppressed children. 

This Act enables a PoUce Officer or any other authorised person to bring 
before the court 

a. A child who is wandering and has no home. 
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b A chUd who i» found destitute or whose parents are undergoins 
trnnsportftbon or nnpnsomnenU 

c. A child vrhose parent or ^ardinn u unfit to toVe care of the child 

ds A child who 18 f^und m the comi»n> of any reputed thief or 
prostitute 

c A child who 18 residmg m n house used b> a prottitutc for the 
purpose of proshtution 

On the contrary if a parent or cuardian proves to the Giurt that a child 
IS uncontrollable that child can he sent to a suitable Children s Home 

The Act provides that people Commitbng the abovementioned offences 
would be punishable by law 

It IS for a body like the All India Women s Conference and all its 
conadtuenaes to agitate for Children s Acts throughout India 

This leads us to the 2nd part of the Resolubon that it should be urgeil 
on indmdualt and organlsabons to make a move >n the matter 

I would like to point out that every nation (* awakening to the importance 
of eonsenradon of child Itfos What ere we doing about the mosses of illiterate 
destitute delinquent and neglected children all over India > Can we boast of 
even a doten agencies who are engrossed in the field of protection work like the 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children In London ? 

With all the talk of soaal work beiog done In Bombay we hare not the 
faintest idea of the conditions prevailing m its streets children and young person* 
are discovered roaming about the anema houses till 11-30 or even later at 
night niere are young boys from the ago of 6 to M-CIrl-motlwri with thrlr 
babies exciting pity of the anema goers lor a gift of a pice In the slums of 
Bombay there are scores of children of school going ago who spend all their 
time on the streets There ore very few Children s Unions which esn 
arrange a healthy scheme of recreation for them We have got no Adopuon 
Scheme by which at least some of the children could secure love 
and care in a home Unwanted children children who me crippled by 
heartless parents in order to cam their own hvellKood children who ore turned 
to machine wheels at a tender age very young children who sleep alongside 
their mothers on pries of wool in the esrpet-makrng Irad^ breathing ihe 
getmlaldcn dusty air children who ore hired out and trefttci cruely children 
who for their daily bread have to be engaged in niky jobs present to us an 
aspect very very desponding There is not a singlr sheftrr or hospital ho'n< 
for those physically defective leave asiJ the queilio i of training that rtxjl 1 
be given with advantage to such children 
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Then think of a number of feeble minded children If a normal child 
needs protection a feeble minded needs it more It has less means and power 
to protect itself from the temptations of a city life, much less to enter into 
competing for its livelihood What is to become of them all ^ In the whole 
of Bombay Piesidency there is not a single special school or a Home for 
them In the cit5' of New York alone there are 250 different Associations 

and Societies to look after the mentally defective children It is a slur on 

Bombay’s civic administration that there is not a single Home for mentally 
or physically defective children 

I hope every one here to-day will bear with me that it is most incumbent 

on us not to rest till we see things a bit more straightened. Let us, who are 

supposed to be the custodians of happiness of the pocr, believe that each one 
of us should be alive to the woes of poor children, be responsible for creating 
institutions and societies and assist those which already exist 

Dr. Mrs. Malinibai Sukthankar (Bombay) The resolution that has been 
moved by Mrs. Masani is simple and it needs no words from me. We want 
the introduction of Children’s Acts m all Provinces of India where they 
are not in existence We want to see that the unprotected children should be 
protected You have already been given the figures from which we see that 
there are hundreds and thousands of children whom we cannot protect unless 
legislation compels the authorities to do so. This kind of Legislation should 
be for all India In spite of all the agitation about this, it is surprising that 
even today only a few cities in India such as Bombay, Madras, Calcutta, 
Poona and one or two others that have the children’s Act. 

We must have an Act for all India. Then, merely having such a 
legislation is not enough. We want social workers to take up the work of 
the future generation of India. Feeble-minded and delicate children are sent 
to schools. They are unable to make progress and the teachers think that 
they are backward and leave them alone. Their education is thus neglected. 
It IS, therefore, imperative that Governments and Municipalities should have 
separate schools for children of this type. This important problem has not been 
taken notice of by the State. We have one such in Bombay, the first of its kind, 
in the Byramji Jeejibhoy Horae. Here children who were considered hopeless 
at first have made considerable amount of progress within the short time of 
a year or so. Their future which was considered hopeless at first was 
brightened by education given to them here. We want our Municipalities to 
look after such children. The State should also make provision for them. It 
IS an important problem and we as mothers ought to take it up. In the 
light of these facts, I hope and trust you will give your whole-hearted 
Support to this Resolution 
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Mr*. Saroj Yodh (BombBy) and Mri JyottOB Mehta (Indore) .upportod 
this Resolubon 

Shnmati Lumibai Nnik the Hfirijnn Delecnte from Berar ipeakiHT 
in Hindi said that in the system of education there must be specific provision 
for the education of children particularly of fceblo-ramdcd and delicate ones 
and they should not be allowed to remam backward or be handicapped by the 
fact of their receiving their education xside by side with children having intelli 
gence or normal abilihea There ought to be separate teachers and provisions 
for the improvement of this type of children By proper care in this direction 
it is likely that several of them may bo found to make much better progress 
than could have been thought of and even some of them may show a 
bright progress 

The Resolution was then put to vote and carried unanimously 

The Conference adjourned at 12-30 P M 


FOURTH SITTING- 2 SU 1 December 1936 

The Fourth Sitting of the Conference commenced at 2 P M with Mrs 
M £ Coutini in the Chair 

Soaal Resolutions were continued 

Mrs JayasHn Raiji (Bombay) proposed ihc following Resolution 

M This Conference desires to impress on the Government of 
India and the States the necessity lor the iromedistc introduction 
of Bills for the Compulsory Registration of births msrrisitvf 
and deaths 

Speaking in Gujarati she said The work of the rccislralion of births 
marriages and deaths carried on by ihc muniapoblies in towns snj ones 
should bo cshaustive and this work should spread over even llir smsilrsi 
villages The Birth and Mamagc Registers should be maintained so comple 
tcly that at the time of recording msrnagcs the birth Regislef msy serve as a 
correct guide for ascertaining the right age and the Marrlsgc Cerlificaie should 
be given after verification from the Birth Register 
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Mrs. Ramanna (Mysore) tn a long and instructive speecli dealt with 
the sanctity of the Hindu Marriage rites. In spite of this, ” she said, ‘ Our 
ceremonial marriage is not a barrier against bigamy in case of men. Hence, 
it seems that a Government recognition will just call to order the inner sense 
of man on occasions where a great judgment ought to have been exercised, 
if religious precepts are not sufficient to keep a man within the bounds 
•of morality, it is necessary that the law should step in Let us join hands to 
urge government to bring forth legislation giving effect to this Resolution.’ 

Mrs. Gangaben Patel (Bombay) speaking in Gujarati said that registra- 
tion of births was the only way to prevent child marriages. 

Miss B, Mustafa Khan (Maharastra) strongly supported this resolution. 

It was then put to vote and carried unanimously. 
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S, Adult Education. 

(a) Literacy, With a View to intensify the campaign against illiteracy, 
this Conference recommends that each Contstituency should appoint 
a special Sub-Coramittee to carry on the work, and to report progress 
every half-year to the Conference through the proper channels. 

^b) Mass Education. This Conference views with satisfaction the 
work that IS being done for the promotion of adult education, parti- 
cularly in the rural areas of the country, by our Constituencies and 
by other public and private organisations 

It urges the constituencies to make further earnest efforts to 
organise such work wherever required, and to co'-operate With other 
associations doing similar work* 

(c) Broadcasting. This Conference strongly appeals to the Broadcasting 
authorities in India to promote mass education in every possible 
way through the medium of the Radio It suggests the authorities 
concerned to have representative committees, with women, in every 
province to draw up practical schemes for this purpose. 

This resolution was moved m three parts 
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Miw Z Lazanu ( Mysore ) in moving the first p rt of the Rcsolutims 
on Literacy ) said Jint if each dcfegate present made herself and each 
aember of her Constituency responsible for making litcmto one woman or girl 
lunng the course of the year even that would go a long way to remove the 
ippallmg dhteracy in the country She referred to the good work done by 
ho Calcutta Constituency and also by Madras Library Aisocmlion among the 
mtoucbablcs of the aty In Mysore also some ladies bad undertaken this 
vork She then quoted the following from the Presidential Speech m order to 
inng to the notice of the delegates the utter ihspaiity of State expenditure on 
Llerocntary Education — 

India Spend* 8 crorec ( ol rupee* ) on 350 million* of people 

Britain » 86 

USA. 347 130 

Ml** Lnzaru* ga\e a tentative prosromme of work for the en*uinc >cnr 
md In thi* connection wanted all the dclegatea to refer to her Literacy 

iub-Committee Report ( vide page 48) and appealed to them to pa** thi* 

re*olution wholeheartedly 

Mi« Amy Ruttomjee (Bomba>)— ri»ing to move the »econd part of the 
^efolution (on Mat* Education) oatoerated heraelf with Mi»* Lazaru* m what 
ihe sold with regard to removal of illiteracy among Women Proceeding 
kbe •aid*— 

We have often been atked what thI* Conference ha* done beyond 
:ia*smg Reiolutlon* 1 personolly think that if we had devoted the previous 
en year* to tackling thi* quettion of literacy we might now have been nble 

0 •ay that we do not know about men but we women have aboIUhcd illiteracy 
imong women I uicd to lay m my ignorant pa»l that ft took 3 month* to 
tench a man Gujarati A month* to tench Marathi 6 month* to teach Urdu. 

1 have taught the»c language* which though I •peak badly I decipher well 
only in a few day* lime I was a*kcd to take a cla*» of Elombay Municipal 
■weeper* m Annciley Rond Chawl I wa* dumb-founded for on the 7th d»y 
four of my men from a da** of 40 whfch wa* taught one hour a day wrir 
able to read a newspaper Vt^en you can do that In 7 d*yi what can be 
done Jn a year ? There arc 52 week* in a year even If you take 12 week* 
holiday you can »l»n have 40 people literate every year one m week Poi 
each woman who i« hlcrale there air ‘0 illiterate If we have the capacity 
energy and apare time let u* *11 down and leach lline wom«*n ourfUe* Our 
Indian language* are Inlentely plionelic Once you can read the Ifller* lUir 
I* nothing more to do ^ ou have to go forth in faith ^ ou are not lolns to 
make tetcarch *cholar* of them all though aome of them may become to It t* 
general labour that wc have to look to. U they can read newspaper* today 
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5t IS a Tnatlcr of awakening. The second part of the Resolution says that 
Ave arc satisfied with the progress made I am Not Satisfied In Thar 
Parkar District, lately a part of Bombay Presidency, ( now separated 
an Smd) the literacy figure of our women is fl per cent. Think of 
at ' \Vhj 'should it be so ^ Lven if you pay for a teacher and collect 
women together, it would onlj' cost Rs, 4/- per student. Is that a big 
item of expenditure ^ You can thus make an effort towards literacy No- 
body IS too old to learn It is a Question of expediency. If you choose to 
succeed with one man a week, you will succeed in teaching at least 40 a year 
even allowing 3 months concession Your children going to schools and 
colleges and all those who can, should help m the literacy work Nobody 
should have the slightest shame m doing this sort of literacy work Let us 
not be selfish any longer. Let us not have to accuse ourselves of selfishness 
for self accusation is the bitterest part of accusatioi. 

Mrs, Raiji (Bombay) supported 

fn further suporting Mrs S. N. Ray said'- 

“We have just heard two Educational Experts on the subject^ so 1 feel diffident 
to speak after them. However there is one point which I th»nk should be stressed. 
Cn spite of the fact that we are living in a time when world upheavals are taking 
place, when theories which we firmly believe today are changed overnight, it is 
undoubtedly true, that there is one basic principle which has emerged and which 
seems to be fairly well-established, and that is the realisation of the need for every 
human being to have an education which will help him towards self-realisation 
and self-expression. As Miss Rustump has just pointed out, we are at last 
realising the tremendous need in our country for the spread of literacy without 
further delay; and a start has already been made. But wc must realise that edu- 
cation does not merely mean the ability to read and Write In our campaign for 
the spread of Mass Education we must keep this before us, and try to spread 
such education as will help our people to be real citi2ens. This cannot be 
overstressed. It is essential that from the beginning We avoid falling into the 
errors which have allowed either individuals or a small section, in other coun- 
tries to take advantage of the mass of the people. Their ability to read and 
write has been exploite I by a few individual-, and b/ propagandist news-^ 
papers, with the result that the people have been betrayed into 
accepting and glorifying principles and deeds, which human beings as such, must 
abhor, The example of certain countries in Europe today and of Japan where 
literacy, if it is not cent per cent, is still very high, leaves no doubt of how 
effective this kind of propaganda is In our efforts to spread education let us 
always remember this very real danger We must endeavour to spread 
Education which will equip our people to use their thinking power and will help 
them to contribute to their own ultimate welfare,’’ 
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Mri Stievde (Mabarastra) aaid 

It will be practically impossible for us to succeed m our ntlomplt for the 
uplift of Indian women so long as iHrteracy conlmucs As we learn from the Prosr 
dential speech m twenty years the percentage of Iiteracv of Indian women 
hat not risen from two to three per ccnt-is it not our first and foremost duly to try 
our level best to raise this low percentage to the highest possible degree ? We 
should follow the splendid example of Russia in this case. Unless and until each 
Constituency takes up this work wo will not tucceed in dnving out this 
internal enemy in the form of llltteracy which has taken firm root all over India 
We should spare no pains to approach the Government the Municipalities and 
other local bodice for financial belp for this propaganda but what is wonted is a 
systematic organisation spirit of co- operauon and individual enthusiasm. There 
fore this Conference recommends that each Constituency should appoint a special 
sub'Committee to carry on the work and to report progress every half year to 
tl e Conference through the proper channels 1 earnestly r..quest you to 
pass this resolution 

Miss Thankom (Cochin)—! am asked to soy what wc have oehiered in 
our country for literacy by way of free primary education for our backward 
classes including Harqans and minor eommunilies In spite ol venous 
efforts made and amenities provided for for pnmary education there is still a 
vast amount of illiteracy Our local Women a Association has been agitating 
for the last few years for compulsory primary eduealion in our State The 
Legislative Council has taken up the question and Government has appointed a 
Committee to inquire into the matter end is trying to introduce free compulaory 
Pnmary Education in the Slate In a few years tinric we hope to have free 
compulsory education throughout the State 

Mrs S C 4 Roy (Calcutta) suppoiting saidt— ’A great difficulty in the 
way of spreading literacy in India is a dearth ol workers end lack of funds. 

In spite ol this 1 am afraid there is an amount of ovcrUpping of the work 
done by various institutions In the Provinces with the reiull thst much cnefgjr 
and money Is frittered away in indmdusl effort which if united would pioduce 
far reaching and Ur better results 

Speaking for the Calcutta Constituency I can say that there already rilila 
the Nan Slksha Samity which at present has 52 Primary Schools for girls 
funcltoning in different villages They have a scheme for opening out a Cenirsl 
Board With several centres each controlling a few villages The rleroi^nts 
of education and a practical knowledge of hyc'cne are to be taught |o 
the adult woman population of these villages an 1 the sereices of the 
d tpentary doctors o! the bigger villages will be rcquii troned to t d*»s 
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in tlie scientific ways of carrying out their work The cost of one centre comes 

to about Rs. 300 to Rs, 400 and the Calcutta Constituency of the A. I. W. C. 

have a proposal before them to bear the expenses of one of these centres. 
We can further help them by Sending out lecturers from Calcutta to help to 
arouse interest in social and hygienic problems of the village. 

If this projjosal can be made feasible I am sure that much good and 
practical work m spreading literacy will be carried out and I am sure the other 
constituencies can also spread literacy on this line. 

Miss Sughra Syed (Hyderabed— Decean) said;— 

In supporting this resolution I wish to say a few words. Wroagly or 
rightly I feel that there is a certain amount of “who cares ?“ attitude towards 
subjects of educational importance, in contrast to the attention given to social and 
labour problems. This is beeause we do not comprehend the exceeding vastness 

of the word education. I wish to emphasise the need for enlarging the scope of 

adult education, educating our adults, in the true and wide sense of the term. 
I propose that they be given more general lectures on beauty of form and of 
colour, on art and on science, that each be given an opportunity to expand m 
his or her own manner, that they all be not moulded in one type. I cannot 
sufficiently emphasise the need for vocational and technical training. Such insti- 
tutions are the crying need of India at the present day, especially for women 

Mrs. Chandurbhan (Sind) also supported the resolution. 

Miss Easwari Amma (Travancore) supporting said;— 

There is the opinion prevalent among us in Travancore that since Govern- 
ment has been doing this work of education, private enterprise is not necessary. 
In a place of appalling ignorance this opinion or attitude is deplorable. 

Mrs. Jalu R. Vakharia (Gujarat), in supporting the resolution said:— 

Eighty per cent of the men and women of India are to be found in 
villages. The cities are few and their prosperity depends on the villages. India 
can become truly prosperous when its peasant mass is really contented and 
lives a decent life. Literacy in villages is hardly one or two* per cent and 
that among women is still less. This is a very deplorable condition. If elementary 
education is in such a state what of vocational education ? The primary necessity 
of India IS to impart elementary and vocational education to her women in the 
villages. That this is not an unsurmountable obstacle will be seen from the fact 
that Russia which was mainly an agricultural country till recently and back- 
ward too in many respects with a huge percentage of ilhteracy has 
within less than twenty years been able to bring the percentage of illiteracy 
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down t") Dractically xero apart from going ahead in all practical vpHeret of 
indiYidual and national life 

Vigorou* efforU must bo itiide to direct all chanties end other help 
towards providing elementary education along with the necessary vocational 
training I e training In the art of agriculture and horticulture cattle breeding dairy 
farming poultry farming etc. and medical relief to the viilngers 
Chanbes m this direchon would serve far better than money spent in buildmg 
temples or raismg costly memorials The ideal of rural population i e of 60 
per cent of Indian people should be To make two cars of corn grow where 
one grew before to pidouce ten pounds of milk where two were produced before 
and to make the hen lay two eggs where she laid one before 

Id roovinu the 3rd part of the Resolution ( on Broadcaabng ) 
Kajkuraan Amnt Kaur said >A groat deal has been said by man> 
people of the necessity of mass eductaion I wish to put before you one means 
of spreading educotion and that is through broadcasting which wields tremon 
dous power The radio has only recently come to India There is no reason 
whatsoever why we should not spread knowledge through broadeastin 
We should agitate about this matter and I am sure the broadcasting suthon 
bes will help us In the matter At each place where a broadcasting centre 
exists we have got to approach the authonties for assistance and to devote 
our (hne In giving educational talks which will bring life and light to vllUge 
homes and break the monotony of the lives of the masses They have hard 
lives They hare to work from morning to evening Through these means 
they should not only be taught to read and wnte but they should be made to 
learn how to live cleanly end joyfully and to cultivate in them a moral and 
civic sense I wish you not only to pass the resolution but to help In brlngtne 
about the result The radio authorities will need women helpers and If we 
are really keen on mass education we must be willing to gnre practical Help 
In the arranging of the programmes 

Mrs Mangle Desai (Simla) seconding the Resolution said — 

As many of you may he aware the broadcasting authorities especially of 
Delhi are moving In the direction Indicated fn this Resofution and they have 
set apart an hour In the evening for our brothers and sisters living in the 
country-<lde 

The other day 1 was reading an account of the visit of the Controller 
of Droadcasting to Peshawar and It waa staled that a lack ol Inicmt was 
noticed among villagers to whom the radio was no fonger a novelty Now 
1 am not surprised at this complaint for the Broadcasting smhoritw*s have so 
far restrirted iheir talks to only half of the country folk and have rime or 
less Ignored the needs of iho ether half that fs often spoken of as the l-'irer 
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linlf of men. Radio programmes do not make that appeal to women which 
they do at present to men. The reason is obvious. The Broadcasting author- 
ities have no women to advise them ns to the sort of talks which would be 
popular with them and benefit them. In fact, I believe that there is every 
justification for setting apart a special hour in the afternoon, say from 3 to 4 , 
for women just ns an hour has been set apart in the evenings by the broad- 
casting authorities for men in villages. Women folk can, if at all, find a little 
leisure m the afternoons when they will appreciate and benefit by radio talks 
to which they can listen while nticrdingto light work such as sewing, stitching 
or even spinning. 

A representative committee of women in every broadcasting area will 
be of great help to tiie broadcasting authorities in devising such programmes, 
and where qualified ladies with a real interest in this work are available there 
IS do reason why their co-operation should not be sought and welcomed. 

With these words 1 heartily support this Resolution and hope that you 
will all accept it. 

Mrs. Hansa Mehta (Bombay)— Speaking m Gujarati she said . In 
ancient times education was imparted through * Shruti ' and ‘ Hari Kirtans 
To day it is imparted through reading and writing ( Akshar Gnyan ). Now 
the time is coming of educating people by the former practice of Shruti. At 
present we have to employ a number of teachers to educate people but through 
the agency of the Radio it is possible to instruct and educate innumerable person* 
say in Bombay, Ahmedabad, Poona and several other places by talking to 
them at one and I he same time. Government has been spending a large 
amount on broadcasting. Frequently we find some very odd programmes being 
broadcasted. In Bombay once we had to protest against broadcasting a subj’ect 
which should not have been broadcasted to the people. The Radio should be 
used for real education. 

Mrs. Mandyam (Mysore) in supporting the Resolution said: — 

Broadcasting is one of the ways by which the masses could be easily 
educated, it is a novel method and will no doubt appeal to all from the 
youngest children to the oldest persons. In the evening, after a day’s hard 
toil, the mental faculties will be refreshed by news-items on the wireless from 
home and abroad. This method of education will not tax the brains also too 
much, just as the children learn a good deal by means of the Montesson 
method during their play time, the elders also will easily learn during their 
leisure hours. A glimpse at the Broadcast programme shows that there are 
special talks for children, music, talks on scientific discussions, world news 
etc. Just as there are educative films specially suitable to children, there 
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must be talks stones vntb morals for cbildren and other items for the grovm 
ups espeaally the illiterate masses The radio should be made more popular 
and easily accessible to the masses it is a direct method of education and 
vnll bo more effectiye and popular In Mysore vro hare the Akasram from 
which news and talks suitable to all are broadcasted daily and man> people 
take advantage of it. 

The Resolubon was then put to vote and carried unanimously 

At this stage the President declared that on emergency Resolution on the 
coming elections to the Legislatures hat been proposed to be moved and she 
asked Dr Miss Limaye (Baroda) to move it 

Emergency ResoUiinn on the datet of the General Bleciuin% 

In order to faalitale women voters in the exercise of their 
right, this Conference urges upon Government the necessil> of 
holding the ensuing elections to the Provincial Legislative Asicmbb 
either on the same day as the General Elections where such practice 
does not exist or (2) to declare the day of women s elections as 
a public holiday 

In proposing the above Resolution Dr Miit Limaye (Darodal-speaking 
in Gujarati said that as women have to cook and to look to the domestic 
work It IS tremendously difHcuU for them to go out for voting to the polling 
booths at the specified time of the day But it Is wcllnlgh impoisible for a 
majority of (hem to go out for the purpose on two occasions one for election 
of men and the other for election of women Realising these difficulties 
of women we must urge upon Government to orrango for the election* Ireiog 
held both for men and women on one and the same day 

Dr Mrs Sukthankar'-Women have been given the right of franchise for 
the first time all over India It is very diflieult to get women registered as voter* 
in the first instance That is the experience of some of us who have worked 
end who went out to explain to the women their right to exercise their vote 
We can tell you how difficult it Is to get them registered s* voters Wcstitc 
they have not realised the value of the right of franchise M^lh great difficulty 
we got them regJstered Now the dilfieully In many of the Provinces is that 
elections for men and women are on separate days Tlie ssme women voters 
have to go to the polling booths on two different cccsssions One ran 
imagine how difficult it would be for women voters Th- whole scheme of 
making as many women vote as possible would under the cirr'/mrtsnee* 
Irnslrated 
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Another practical difficulty in the way of women would be that it would 
be impossible for many of them to go to the polling booths if the polling 
day would not be a holiday as women cannot go alone without men 
accompanying them. There is also the question of conveyance and expenses 
incurred. We have agitated for women’s rights, and we should see now that 
they exercise this right. It would be almost impossible to get many voter's 
twice at the polling booths. With these words, I second the proposal. 

The Resolution was then put to vote and carried unanimously. 
Educational Resolution No, 2 *' Hindustani ” 

(a) This Conference recommends that earnest efforts be made in all 
constituencies to encourage the study of Hindustani so that it may 
soon become the common language of India. 

(b) It requests all educational authorities to promote the teaching of 
Hindustani in schools, 

(c) It further requests the Universities to include Hindustani in the 
syllabus for the Matriculation and other University Examinations, 
where it may not be so included. 

(d) It is the opinion of this Conference that' the language should not be 
over Sanskritised or over-Persianised and that the script used may be 
the Devanagri, Urdu or Roman. 

In proposing this Resolution Miss Ferozuddin ( Punjab ) said I would 
like to point out that the need for a common language for India can not be too 
much emphasised at this stage when we are earnestly and really rising to a 
sense of true Indian Nationalism Coming to this word, I would like to point 
out that in different ages m History there had been different reasons and 
criteria for nationalism, namely, community of blood, community of religion, 
and community of interest. These criteria have developed the sense of 
belonging to one another, one great harmonious whole You cannot belong 
to one another unless you have a common medium of thought. When 1 was 
studying my own religion I felt that it had everything. I did not know at 
that time that there would be similar thought in other countries But when I 
learnt Sanskrit, and read the Bhagwatgita I found the same idea there also 
that whenever there is need for reforms the Reformer comes While we are 
so much apart from one another in this country of India, which is our land, 
we want to call ourselves “ daughters of Bharat ’’ Because we cannot 
understand each other, the time has come to bring about a uniformity of 
language and womanhood. This Conference should take up the question of 
teaching Hindustani in their own areas and press for it. I know there will 
be certain difficulties with regard to the script, in writing from right to left 
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IB that fifty per cent of tho»e itudcntB who appear for the Matncalation fall 
became they are not fit for it and then a hue and cry ib raued about the 
slaughter"’ of candidatet Several of the candidate* that are BUcceiBlul go 
to Colleges whether they ore fit for higher studies or not whether they are 
financially in a position to complete their etudies or not. Those that do not 
go to Colleges find themselves social misfits for their generol education has 
not fitted them for any kind of employment if therefore there were two 
separate examinations the Motriculaiion and the School Leaving with differ 
ent courses of studies it would be in the best interests of students Wc 
could allow a number of practical opttonol subjects m the School Leaving ExamI 
nation and confine the purely literary subjects to the Matriculation 

The next question we have to tackle i* who is to conduct these two 
examinations It is a very complicated question In many provinces where 
there la a dual authority in Education^the University and the Department of 
Education-the question would arise as to which of the two bodies should 
conduct the examination We shall not enter into the Intncacles of this 
problem at this stage but leave It to the Provinces themselves to settle these 
locol matters There is one point that 1 would like to touch upon before i 
close We should not be merely content with passing resolutions of this 
nature on paper They say that the mills of Cod grind slowly but the mach! 
nery of our public bodies is still more difficult to set m motion lam suggesting 
therefore that all those members of our Conference who are connected with 
the University of their own Provinces should take Immediate steps to bring 
this problem to the notice of the authorities and suggest a solution So far 
as the Bombay University is concerned I myself om bringing up the question 
before the next meeting of the Senate and 1 hope some of you loo will lokr 
up the question with the Universities or Education Departments of your 
districts I commend this resolution for your acceptance 

Mrs Gongubai Patwardhan (Dorods) seconded It In Hindustani and ssid '** 

At the time of the results of the Isst Mstnculstlon Exsrrgnstion In 
Bombay University there were so msny cnticlsms in the papers 1 am only 
talking of the difficulties that ate created by the combinsUon of the two 
examinallons—lhe Matriculation and the School Leaving The percentsfr of 
successful candidates is generally not mote than 33 and In spllo of appearing 
for It three time* or more many students do not pass and for those who 
have to begin the battle of life by seeking for a j I straightaway llier* Is no 
provision in our present system There arc speeis! ctarmnstMms In olKrr 
countries for those who take up speoal suhfrets where nearly 95/. 
should alio have a separate essminatlon for those who do net want to 
study foithtr 
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Miss Z. Lazarus speaking on the subject said. — 

I had a discussion on this question with the Vice Chancellor of a Uni- 
versity and other educationists. They say that it is not very practicable to 
have two separate examinations. It is a question of expense. 1 would like to 
recommend to you that instead of holding two separate examinations, the 
whole examination should be the same, but have separate courses for those 
entering the University and for those who wish to have a certain amount of 
cultural and- general education only, I, therefore move the following 
amendment:- 

“ In view of financial implications this Conference is of 
opinion that there should be only one examination with different 
minima for both the Entrance and School completion, but this 
scheme should include a large number of optional subjects so that 
each Examination serves a definite end. *’ 

The original resolution, on paper, is very excellent. But every Depart- 
ment of Education and every University is not as rich as the Bombay 
University The Bombay University is unique. It is the only rich University 
in India. But we belong to an All-India body. We must try and help all 
Departments of Education not only of Bombay, but Calcutta, Madras, etc,, and 
we want our boys and girls to attempt one Examination with different minima, 

Mrs. S. C. Roy (Calcutta) in seconding the amendment said; — 

It would give a set back to women’s education if we have separate 
examinations one for those who wish to have separate University career and 
one for those who do not. For several reasons this system would not work 
satisfactorily. A girl usually is 15 or 14 when she is going up for the Matricu- 
lation Examination and she takes to prepare for it. At this early stage she 
finds it very difficult to decide for herself- which course she should take. The 
girl who chooses a University career gets no training whatsoever in any of 
the subjects a housewife may find it useful. A girl on the other hand 
who chooses the alternative examination may fmd herself seriously 
handicapped later on if circumstances necessitate her teiking up a Univer- 
sity career. 

Of course things are different because the University has included 
subjects like Domestic Science, Fine Arts, Music, etc. This gives a girl a 
much wider choice but in other places there is little provision made for 
subjects suited to girls. 

The ideal system would be to keep to one Examination and to include 
in the syllabus subjects like Domestic Science etc., to give the girl who has a 
particular bent for these subjects a fair chance also. With these words I ask 
you to accept the amendment moved by Miss Lazarus, 



lU 


ALL INDIA WOMEN’S CONFERENCE 


Mm Sharada Mehta (Ahmedahad) m supporlmc the ongmal rctoluhon 
said (in Gujarati) The object of the resolution is to separate Thj 
two Examinations An opinion has been advanced that hy having two 
examinations jhere will be a large amount of extra expense and extra trouble 
but the Univeraity can very well bear the expense The percentage of marks 
for passing the School Leaving Examination should be reduced The amend 
ment just moved is not at all satisfactory T*he present standard of marks 
necessary to pass the Matriculation is very high For those who do not wish 
to go up for College Education and to join Muniapal and Government scrvnces 
immediately such a high standard is not necessary Several students in spite 
of wasting much money after education and making attempts at the cost of 
their health are unable to go through this test snccessfull> 1 am of opinion 
that there should be two examinations one for atudenta ivho do not wish to 
go up for the higher studies and who desire to take up some empIo>micnt 
and another for those who would go to the colleges etc Formerly there 
used to he two examinations - the Matriculation and the School Final Lxomi 
nation but the standards laid down for the Government and Universil> 
Examinations were not In accord and therefore the School Final Examination 
was dropped 1 am of opinion that the Umversit) should undertake to conduct 
)th these examinations nnd that there should be two separate examinaiioni 
os mothers should protest against this inhuman slaughter and save our 
iildren s health The Motnculation Exommalion is the stepping ^lonr nnd 
iildren falling in the very beginning of their enreer become dejected and 
>se all the enthusiasm of their youth Wc must try and stop thi« evil 

Miss Amy Ruilomji 1 am strongly m support of the retolnlion put before 
I What IS happening nt present Is that for petting jobs lome sort of certificate is 
necessary The ordinary employer wants a soil of an authoritative certificate 
Everybody in order to get this tort of entry to employment has to n'*cure the 
Matnculnlion Certificate \Ve do not want the lowering of standard We 
want men and women who con face and tackle things Therefore we need 
some sort of second examination to show that a man has gone ri^ht thrirUijh 
the examination course A certain number of fundamental subjects and a 
certain number of choice subjects should be there but it is no rj leiiion of 
reduang the standard Question of cost 1 do not believe W'o used if have 
in Bombay such an examination and we used to g**! »ju fe an amiun of 
I believe the University mskes a profit of about two lacs of fupe s annuslly 
After all a School Leaving I xammalion would not be held wnfiout fees I 
would suggest that if it is not pssiihte for the C'vvcinm nl or the Un vrisi I s 
to have two separate examinations an Implojers Aiso<j ti'-n rr s rv« jj-K 
1 mll^s iTJghl lake up such examination *Ih s of roufsr {s a mxtier i f d i»d 
But the necessity of having two sejaratr I samlnsti-rn* i* •j'^^rent 
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Mis*; Rebecca Thomas (Travnncorc) in supporlin?^ the amendment said' 
The resolution is no adequate solution to the problem. The adoption of the 
resolution \\ould mean two distinct examinations instead of one, and such 
examinations of course imply tliat there sliauld be two separate lines of studies 
one for the students \shn are qoinq to stop with th Matriculation Examination 
and another for those who arc qoing to piosccutc higher studies But children 
ore not able to decide for themselves what thev arc going to do some years 
later The problem is so vital and complicated that in the limited time at my 
disposal I am not able to suggest an alternative course. Let us have one 
examination instead ot two. After the Univcrsit}* examination let there be a 
> car’s course in w'hicli the student can undergo training which will be best 
fitted to make her a useful citizen. With these words I oppose the original 
Resolution 

Mrs. Mukerjee in supporting the amendment said -We have a very 
important resolution before us. There arc two sides w the question. We 

want one examination wnth optional subjects called the Matriculation, and a 
second examination to be called the School Leaving Examination 

for those who do not wish to enter ccllege. The subjects for those 
appearing for the Matriculation would bt more than those for the 
other course Many of us will realise that girls who have done the School 

Leaving Examination, may in later life be faced with difficulties They may 

find themselves m reduced circumstances and they may have to think of 
earning for themselves, and i. * o to college in order to do so. In such a 
case, though they would have passed the other examination they would now 
have to pay extra fee and thus incur extra expenditure to do the Matriculation. 
If there is one examination, they can enter the University without this waste 
of time and expenditure. Even otherwise it will be difficult for girls at the 
age of 13 or 14 to decide which examination to take. This is a question of 
great importance. It is going to be an All-India question, and we should 
therefore think for All-India and not for Bombay, Calcutta or Madras only. 

Mrs. Jayashri Raijx (Bombay) Speaking in Gujarati m support of the 
original proposition said - 

An amendment is moved to the effect that instead of separating the 
two examinations there should be one examination only with different minima 
for each. By adopting such a course the value of the examination will be 
minimised To introduce different minima would involve many difficulties. 
There ought to be two separate examinations. 

Dr. (Mrs ) Malini Sukthankar I rise to oppose the amendment moved 
by Miss Lazarus The argument advanced against the resolution is that there 
will be an extra expenditure. If for Matriculation we have 20,000 students 
appearing loi Matriculation we have to provide proportionately for a very 



ns all IKDU WOMEN'S CONFERENCE 

college et,Tid the lower «tandard for thote who wr»h to join the battle of life 
immediately after Icanrig tchool With due deference to Mi»» Lazarus I must say 
that there could not be any thing more absurd than such a proposal There 
eon be no two standards for passing The suggestion is like giving o Fourth 
Standard Student a text book of the B A Class and keeping two different 
standards for passing for the B A. Candidate and the Fourth standard candi 
date Agam other speakers supporting the amendment have tried to plsy i n 
our emotions They tell ut - '*How con a poor child decide at the age 
of 10 or 12 whether she should appear for the Motnculation or for the 
School Leaving J maintain iJ at this is not a question /or the child or e\en 
for the parents to answer for parents always think their children are 
geniut.es Really spwaktng it is a matter to be decided by tne teacher in 
charge The science of Education is now a days so far advanced that by m*ans 
of mental tests the teacher can say whether a child is fit for higher studies 
or not These are orguments which 1 hope will commend themselves to you. 

1 appeal to you therefore to throw out the amendment 

On votes being taken on the amendment of Miss Lazarus IS voted 
in favour and a larger number sgeinst it. It wos therefore lost 

The original proposition was then put to vole and earned by a large 
majority 

Resolution No: V Medical Inspection 

This Conferen e demands legislation for compulsory Medical 
Inspection and Treatment in our schools 

In moving this resolution Dr (Mrs ) Malini B Sukthankar (Bombay^ 
said We ore all agreed that we want medical inspection m Schools We 
have been passing tlis resolution for the test several years The object 
m bnnging thu resolution up again bef »c this confcfrn Is that 
in spite of our demanding it for a number of years wc have not gained any 
thing as yet In the miller Local authontics and Government do not liclp u* 
m this direction Fxcept Bomay Baroda Simla ant uch other Impoiiant 
places medical in pectlon in our schools does not exist in spile of the sironc 
public opinion We have now no other recourse but to demand leBtsUllon Bn<I 
this demand of ours would now go to the legiflalures Not only do we w*nl 
medical mspeciion in primary schools but wc want it also In secondary school* 
We want those who go to the legislature on our liehalf to do this work 

Mr< Jayashn Raijl ( Bombay ) seconded the resolution 

Mrs N K Thampi i In Tiavancore medical inspection of stf ol 
rhildien has not so far been made compulsory In all the school* 'Ird cst 
ln*nection Is now d ne at an eipenmental measure in all the I*nr-si? •</» f* 
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in eight Talulcas out of thirty Taluhas m the State. Medical inspection m 
all schools is earned on m the Health Unit at Neyyathikara. Facilities arc 
also provided for treatment following the medical inspection of the school 
children. There is urgent need foi cvtcnding this work to the rest of the 
State and the progress made in this direction has been slow We in 
Travancore, also feel the need for compulsory medical inspection of all 
school children. With these few words, I support the resolution. 

Miss Khorshed J, Bharda ( Bonbay ) and Mrs. J. N. Desai, ( Baroda ) 
susported. 

The resolution be ng then pjt to vote was passed unanimously. 

The following two resolutions were then put from the Chair and carried 
unanimously, — 

JV, Hostels. “This Conference urges the Educational authorities 
in India to make adequate Hostel arrangements for women 
students in all important centres of education. 

“It further calls upon them to make such arrangements on 
non'-communal lines.” 

VI, College for girls in the N. W. F P. 

“This Conference supports the demand of the women of 
the North West Frontier Province for a Girls’ College and urges 
the authorities to take steps for its establishment at an 
early date. ’’ 

The Conference then adjourned at 12 Noon, 


SIXTH SITTlNG-26th December 1936 

The Sixth Sitting of the Conference commenced at I-30 P M With MrS. 
M. E. Cousins in the Chair. 

As some of the delegates present in the Conference desired to make 
suggestions about the work for the ensuing year, the President allowed them 
to speak. 

Suggestions for the ensuing yeat 

Reference was made to the Young Women's Christian Association’s work 
by Miss Jean Begg (Calcutta), and she inVited the delegated end all others 
to visit the Y. W. C A. summer school at Ootacamund and see for themselves 
the work m physical training and culture She said that a fortnight’s stay 
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itere vrould intere*t item -rery much She Tecomtnended turnmer tchool* end 
referred al»o to the ph>sicel trainms tchooU opened at Calcutta 

Mua J E. Copeland ( Delhi li 1 have been a*fced to augceH a Ime of 
yrotk for the coming year with reference to labour probfems Afl of you who 
are intereated m labour queatioot m India might give u» your names and 
addresses so that wo may form amongst us a Labour Study Group Wo want 
people from all distncta where labour la employed fn any capaaty municipal 
sweepers P W D contractors labourer* in bmldlog schemes etc„ as well as 
the large centres of regulated industry Such a Group would help us to do 
three things viz, 

) Study conditions and present legislation 

2 Make surveys of local conditions 

3 Engage in some concerted and constructive work 

The duty of the leaders of the Croup would be to give concrete help, 
suggestions and outlines for all these three parts of our work 

Mrs. Ray I should like to say a few words about the suggestions of 
Miss Copeland We do take interest and we are doing some work regarding 
labour conditions We do not however know as much about this matter as 
we know about social questions The study groups will therefore be of great 
assistance \Ve raay not be perfect about these things but our ezpenence will 
teach us much 1 myself found such expeiience in the Asanto) mining area 
From among the Delegates I do hope sotre will coma forward to do 
this work 

Misi Tclang (U P Agra) suggested that Delegates and all other vromen 
should give greater preference to Swadeshi articles and the Delegates should 
at least wear Swadeshi during the Conference 

Mrs Masani (Bombay)t Regarding children * protection work. I want to 
suggest that the work be started on a small basis Instead of walllog for the 
Childrens Act w© can do something fn this direction e g opening a small 
Ashram" and teaching children on the Montcsiori and other methods. 

General Resolutions were then taken up. 

GENERAL RESOLUTIONS 

The following resolution was moved from the Chair and ador^c<l 
unanimouslyi— 

1 <a) This Conlerfnce is of opinion ihsl for any ensetment coneemtri* 

the welfare of women and children the Government shotdd eoniwli 
repfcsentsilve womens ortiiuisliont In Iruha wUh a vww to 
asrerism the tn>* merit# of sirth enactments 
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(b) It IS also of opinion that women’s organisations should be similarly 
consulted by Government in the matter of Memoranda, etc., bear- 
ing on matters affecting women and children sent abroad or 
published by them 

Hamid Ali then moved the following resolution — 

This Conference endorses the decision of the Standing Committee 
for the establishment of a permanent Central Office at Delhi at 
the earliest possible opportunity. 

(b) It therefore makes a special appeal to the general public to 
contribute liberally and to the constituencies to do all in 
their power to raise funds for tne early realisation of this 
project ' 

She said.— As you all know, Rajkumari Amrit Kaur appealed to the 
audience for a Permanent Office at Delhi All of you are well aware that the 
work of the Conference has increased enormously. Now we are not able to get 
on with unpaid workers. It is very essertial that, we should now have a 
permanent office. Particularly now when women are going to Assemblies and 
Councils, It IS very necessary to have a resident office-Women’s Secretariat 
at Delhi It was decided that the office should be at Delhi because the Central 
Government will be there and it will be the very fountain head of Government 
which we shall know to be Swaraj Government. In this Government we have to 
put in work and to help our men to attain our object. For this we shall require 
at least 2^ lacs of rupees. We shall have to work and get this money. In the 
meanwhile to tram up workers we will require some money for the next year. 
At least Rs. I800/~for training up the staff of our secretariat. We would 
require one organizing and one premancnt secretary for the office. I am glad 
that we have received a large .number of donations. 

She was followed by Rani Lakshmibai Rajwade who said that her 
estimate of a well-staffed and well equipped Secretanat was some where about 
four lacs of rupees and she made a strong appeal for funds. i 

The resolition was put to vote and was passed with acclamations. 

Resolution No, 3. This Conference puts on record its appreciation of the 
recent circular issued by the President of the Indian National 
Congress directing the Parliamentary Committees to put up women 
candidates for the General seats. 

Resolution No, 4. This Conference expresses its gratitude to the 

Railway Board, 

The State Railways, 

H. E. H. the Nizam’s State Railway, 


Begum 

2 (a). 
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The Jodhpur Railvray 

Tho Bengal and NortK Western Railway and 
The Rohilkhund and Kumaon Railway 

for granting concetiiona to the delegate* to the half yearly Ond to the 
annual meoUngi of the All-India Women a Conference It hope* the 
other Railway* will extend the aame conceatlon 

The above resolution* were moved from the Chair and paiced unanimously 
ELECTION OF OFFICE-BEARERS 

The following result* of the polling for the Office-Bearer* of the 
Conference for 1937 were then announced — 

Mr* Ammu Swaminadhan Chairwoman 
Mrs Dina Aaano, Hon Organising Secretar> 

Mr* G R Billimona Hon. Treasurer 
Mist Z. Laxarus Educational Section Secretary 
Mr* J R Doctor Social Section Secretary 

Rani Lakihtnibai Rajwade 
Mrs S C. Mukerjee 
Rajkumari Amrit Kaur 
Begum Hamid All 
Mr* Honta Mehta 
Mrs Sherda Mehta 

Dr Georgina Sweet (Australia) conveyed to the Conference the rrr> 
earnest desire of the officers and lntern»t»cmal Executive of the P*n-P*o/fc 
Women* A»*ociation of which »he wa» the Isl Vice-President that one or two 
Indian women preferably belonging to the Standing Committee of the \ I W 
C might honour the next P P W A by being present a* guests and rrsitcf# 
at their next Conference at Vancouver Canada to be held durinc July l?th to 
2^th. 1937 She expressed her ch*nk» to the Conference for haring given her 
the wonderful experience and opportunity of knowing so many fine women of 
India 

Mill Van Asch Van WyljcU (Holland) i I am very glad that I h*ve 
this opportunity of extending lo you my hearty thanks for mysrll and the 
other member* of the Executive Committer of the World* ^ oung crnirn * 
ChniUan A**oa*ticm who have had the prmlege of attending this mertm 
have emne to fndi* after attending the regions! mretlnt of tftr )rruot 
Women a Chiistisn Assoefaticn In Ceylon Our obirct f* to come In el’W'r 
contact with the life of women In Indi* One of the best of portunltlei U to l»' 
^ih you here when you are discussing those problrm* which are most ir-poriint 
ID you at the moment and where wc gel an imptejiton ofwlat ih- women 




GENERAL RESOLUTIONS 


123 


of India arc doing at Uic prcicnt moment. We have branches of National 
Associations, and our work is being carried on in more than 50 countries in the 
world who linvc been working for many years and have members from all 
groups of Socictj, You w'lll understand how' closely we arc m touch with 
problems affecting women’s lives We have come here to this country where 
the life of women is dc\ eloping so rapidly, but where there arc a number of 
problems and difficulties confronting them. 

^'ou will understand that one of our chief aims is to bring a closer 
understanding between these countries. Having been with you and having 
heard all your discussioni and also having had an opportunity of meeting you 
and discussing w'lth some of the representatives of your constituencies in India 
the difficulties and opportunities before them w'c have been given a deeper insight 
into the life of the women of India w'hich wall help us to make you better 
known m our country. M> hearty wishes to you all for the further development 
of the work of \our Conference and the work in the Constituencies. After 
leaving India we will show jouthat we follow' the work of Indian Women wnth 
the keenest interest. 

Miss Godavari Gokhalc member of the Women’s Fellowship of service, 
explained in detail the aims and ob)ect5 of the newly started Fellowship under 
the guidance of the Scr\'nnt8 of India Society. She referred to the need of 
having a Fellowship where women could unite in creating a standard of disci- 
plined service which should be worthy of the deep devotion and high ideals of 
Indian womanhood snd also, as the Servants of India Society did not admit 
women as its members, the need for an institution like this was more keenly 
felt. She made an appeal for n ore members and for funds. ^ 


THE PRESIDENT'S CLOSING SPEECH 

There is inevitably a touch of sadness when we come to the moment of 
farewell, when we have to break up a time of good-fellowship. In this city we 
have received a cordial welcome and lavish hospitality. We have gamed fresh 
inspiration by seeing the amount of hard work that was done by the large 
numbers of our Ahmedabad sisters - and brothers also-for the organisation of 
this successful session. The coming Jtogether of All-Indian delegates has, as 
always, increased enthusiasm for the work we have undertaken. I specially 
thank you all for undertaking your long journeys and incurring considerable 
expense in your service of your constituencies and the Conference. 1 shall 
never forget how so many of you turned out to meet me at the station at 

^ Fotnotc For further information please refer to the Servants of India Society, 
Sandhurst Road. Girgaon, Bombay 4 
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stx o clock in tJie cold raominff Iioadcd by the dozen of Gujamti women 
pioneer* and how you welcomed me wilh mujic by the first women s fife and 
drum band 1 have ever seen m which your fme gr/rls vigorou*I> beat the bn? 
drum- The presence at our aeationa of hundred* of women from the District* 
hna been a new feature and I thank them for the patience tbe> •hoired in 
liatemng to non Gujarati apeechea and report* The lancuage problem ho* thi* 
year ennehod u* by bnnging forward many fine new apeaker* m Gujarati and 
Hindi, and has made u* feel the increasing nece»*it 3 there i> for ever} 
woman to learn Hindi aa the common lan^nge for tht* vat* countr> 
Then we aJ*o thank our speaaf viaitors from oversea* for their messaKc* of 
good will from women of far-off land* and wo ask them to convey to their 
organiaatiOD* our *en*e of tolidanly with them m working for the equAlit) of 
the •exes and for justice for the worker aa worker without reference to sex 
In this great city of over 100 cotton miH* we hove UU ourselves m the grip 
of the machine age We have to remake our social and economic system in 
terms of the inclusion of machine* which con be either our masters or our 
aervants Wo have realised ourselvea as the sport the victims and the 
protegees of the microphone os nn example of the changed era m which wr 
live Our first hand contact with the problems of labour and capital caused u« 
re word our proposed Resolution on Maternity Benefits and strengthened our 
desire to study sociological and economic qoe»tion» to their roots \et 
side by side with (he product* of machinery should go artistic handicraft* 
such as had been shown in the Conference Exhibition and In production* 
of the Fine Arts such os bad been so perfect a treat in the Dance and Dram* 


entertainment that was pronded for us here One of the aims of the \Xom*ns 
Conference i* to increase unity Locally we hare seen how all cinties and 
families united in that remarkable cnlcrlainmenl - the group of Mariinn women 
m their strong and graceful Garbs wih bran pots the Rani of Sangfi • 
daughter playing her Sitar in public for the first lim- millownrr and orn»i 
clerk and teacher boys and girls old and young The same unit> ws* in ihr 
remarkably large opening session attended by fcprrseniallvr mm and wom-n 
I retom a specially happy memory of the unity between our m-n and wtunen 


public workers dcmonslraicd in the Reception given to our drlrgate* by the 
Monicipo! Cojncil m its artistically Illuminated gardens Wr have slmilsr 
happy memories of tea parties with our Muslim sittei* of thi* rif) firifum 
Hamid AU* presence amongst ut this )ear has been pxrticulsrly h Iplul and 
appreciated Wc miss the sinking prrscmafily of M/s Rusiofnji I sri loonti 
owing to ill health but we feel her deep inicrcil in ouf doing* b *• h*rp> 
and filling that Ahmedabod give* us two n w office b-arrr* lor ihr nc 
ye«r a \'icc President and « General Secretary I lake ihi* o^'^ortunily on 
your behalf to thank spccally Mrs Mukerfi our Cha.rwomsn and 
iadhan our ^rc.eiary of the pa.t year for the, r 

to our 'Actional Secretane* to the memUra of the Siaudmg < on'V lUr sal 
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the office-bearer*? of the Reception Committee I tender my sincere thanks for 
their efficient way of handling the day-to-day business of the Conference and 
for making my duties as President easy and pleasurable. Even so I must 
hare unintentionally made mistakes of omission and commission which I request 
you kindly to overlook. 

The new year is knocking at our doors. May it be a year of international 
peace! May our India realise her dreams for freedom, unity and prosperity 
May our Women’s Cofcrcncc work increase in all spheres of life from its 
centre of the Unity of all for the common good May each one of us here go 
forth wnth fresh encouragement to create a fairer, fresher world around 
us guided by our deliberation*? and resolutions of this eleventh session which I 
now declare closed 

Mrs S. C. Mukerjee* Madam President and Fellow Delegates. 

In moving a vote of thanks for the Chair, I am perfectly sure that I am 
voicing the sentiments of the Delegates, Visitors and Reception Committre 
members Mrs Cousins has very ably guided us as our President in this 
session To us it is a great event to have as our President one who 
helped to start the Conference. We know how much she has contributed 
and helped to shape the Conference. 1 should also like to thank the Delega- 
tes. This year, I believe, we have nearly 130 Delegates here. We had 
expected, more at Ahmcdabad; but we had many difficulties. I wish to thank 
all those who have come from long distances for participating m this Conference 
and making it a success. As a Delegate, I want to express my very great 
pleasure in attending the Session of Ahmedabad and to have the opportunity 
of meeting women of the type of Lady Nilkanth, Mrs Sharada Mehta etc 
women who have devoted so much of their time and energy for the welfare 
of women and children long before the Conference had started. On behalf of 
the Standing Committee also, I wish to experss my grateful thanks, and I 
am sure I am voicing your sentiments when I express feelings of thanks and 
appreciation to our Organising Secretary, Mrs Ammu Swaminadh'an for the 
able manner m which she has discharged the duties of her office in this past 
year. We every one of us congratulate to-day our New Organising Secretary 
Mrs. Dma Asana who belongs to Ahmedabad The women of Gujarat, I am 
sure, will be greatly benefited by having two of the office-beares of the 
Conference amongst them, and thus they will be able to see the privilege and 
honour, reputation and confidence, which the work for the Conference entails 
With these few words, I move the vote of thanks to the chair 

Begum Hamid Ali seconding said I have great pleasure m seconding 
the vote of thanks proposed by Mrs. Mukerjee I specially thank the Presi- 
dent for her most inspiring words about our future programme. Every woman 
of the Conference will work with her to carry out the lofty ideals she has set 
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before ui It i* undoubtedly true ibat we mu.t broaden our Yi»ion and go 
forward with faith and courage Our Conference i> bound toecther mlh Tine 
hokt-lct ua endeavour with all the forces we command not to break a single 
silken fibre of it and so weaken the chain that binds us together It is enough 
that we endeavour to make our country a self-governing one one of the most 
truthful the most peace-loving and most contented m the world Slavery can 
not abide in a truthful natioru nor will our self respect allow us to remain in 
tutelage or bondage for ever When 1 say this you need not misunderstand 
me that 1 want the Conference to enter into party politics as such Our 
Conference is positively not a political organisation I am confident that our 
conference will go ehead day by day towards the fulfilment of its {deals 

Lady Nilkanth —1 rise to support the vote of thanks so ably proposed 
by Mrs, Mukerji and seconded by Begum Hamid Ah on behalf of the women 
of Gujarat We are very thankful to Mrs Coasms for accepting the Chair and 
carrying out its duties so successfully I am sure 1 am voicing the sentiment 
of every one here when 1 say this, 1 would apologise for the difficulties and 
inconvenience that the Delegates might have experienced on my own behalf 
and that of the Reception Committee 1 hope we part in very good spirit and 
in the next year when we meet we meet with great enthusiasm and a very 
good programme of work 

Mrs, Ammu Swammadhan satdt~I take this opportunity to thank on 
behalf of all the Standing Committee Members and delegates and on ray own 
all those who have helped to make this session of the Conference such a 
success I cannot adequately thank the Reception Committee for the hhnlte 
trouble they have taken In makin*t errangements for the accommodation of 
delegates hailing from different parts of India I am sure you will all agree 
>Nith rre when 1 say that our slay here has been very happy In every 
V ay and we have had the privilege of visiting tome of the most interesting 
irrstitutions run by the women of Ahmedabsd The concert was a real 
inspiration to all of us besides being an Evening Entertainment We asiurr 
you, we will take back with us most pleoianl memoncs of our slay here and 
for long we shall rememh-r the enthusiasm ol the women of Cufaral who 
showed such keen interest in the proceedings of the Conference 

Although we should not go into personalities we cannot but remember 
with gratitude the invaluable help rendered to os and the Conference by Lady 
Vidyaben Nilkanth and her daughters Shrimill Shsrdsben and I er daoght rs 
Mrs Dina Asana Mrs Vokharia Shrimttl Savilsben, Mlrs I*aul and Shrlmxti 
Indumatl Dewan We ihsnk them most heartily for their indefstigaMe p«twoee 
and untiring energy Last but not least let ut remember ih* bright h»ot! ol 
unknown workers without whose untinnt energy iiu Conference could be • 
succcs«-l mean our charming young volunteers 
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To mv colleagues who have shared my burden throughout the year and 
have pat ently put up wJth my short“comings and co-operated with me in 
every way I offer my grateful thanks. You will forgive me if I take the liberty 
of mentioning one name in particular, that of our Chairwoman, Mrs. Mukerji, 
whose ungrudging help and patience have always been my main stay during 
those days when I found the work of the Conference too difficult a task for 
me. It would not have been possible for me to carry on this heavy burden on 
my shoulders but for her very great help all through the year. Once more I 
thank you all on my behalf as well as on behalf of the delegates. 

Before I give up my office I want to express my grateful thanks to the” 
delegates and Standing Committee members for electing me Chairwoman of the 
Committee. I accept the office in the hope that I would be assured of their 
support and co-operation throughout the year. 1 hope and 1 am sure you will 
help me in the working out the ideals of the Conference and even if there are 
individual differences of opinion let us bury them, for the cause for which we 
are assembled here is indeed greater and more important than all our small, 
narrow, personal differences. 

The Conference came to a close with Dr, Tagore’s famous song 


3T5T 1T5T ^ f^HTTcTT. ” 
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1 Unemploymentr 

TKib Conference n of oprnioo that the rclref of unemployment should 
innte the serious attention of the Government of India and that in formulating 
any schemes for the amelioration of this long-standing evil on effort should 
be made to nuhse the labour resources of India for the supply of the 
necessaries of life at a cheaper price to the workers themselves 

2 Social Insurance 

In view of the suffermg industrial workers undergo due to loss of 
mcome on account of sickness maternity death of wage-earners occasional 
unemployment etc this Conference recommends that schemes of Social 
Insurance should be introduced m British India and the States as early 
as possible 

3 Maternity Benefits 

(a) This Conference while advocating the introduction and pasting of 
Maternity Benefits Aets throughout India regrets that where such do exist 
the application of them m practice is causmg unemployment amongst women 
labourers It calls upon the authonties concerned to look on this matter in a 
humane rather than in a mercenary spirit and upon those fn charge of these 
measures to find ways and means of so framing the provisions that the danger 
of the unfortunate results now obtaining may be ciimhiBted 

(b) the Conference further urges the Immediate Introduction of an Ail 
India Matemily Benefils Act 

4 Housing Faalilies For Labour 

This Conference is intlstent that the attention of the authorities 
concerned should turn immediately to the Imperative neceiiily for pioriding 
improved housing fodlites for the labouring dsttes 


Resolution on Social Reform passed at 

Ahmedabad 


Condolence Resolution 
% 

1 This Conference places on record its sincere grief at the death of 
Mrs Kamala Nehru, Mr. Abbas Tyabji, Dr. Ansari, Munshi Premchand and 
Dr. J. T. Sunderland. 

2 This Conference congratulates H. H. the Maharajah of Travancore 
on the noble step taken by him in the cause of the freedom of the Harijans. 

It also conveys a special message of joy and gratitude to H. H. 
Maharani Setu Parvati Bai that this step should have been taken during 
her tenure of office as our President. 

It earnestly appeals to all other Indian States and those in 
authority over temples in British India to follow the courageous lead of 
Travancore, 

3 Utilisation of Memorial Funds 

This Conference urges the central and Provincial Governments and the 
Governments of Indian States to utilise the King George Memorial fund for 
the furtherance of medical aid and Research. 

4 Woman^s share in the country’s administration 

(a) This Conference is emphatically of opinion that the time has come 
when woman should take her legitimate share in the government of her 
country, Central, Provincial and Local. 

(b) While we are opposed on principle to the reservation of seats for 
women in the Legislatures, we emphatically protest against the differentiation 
made in this matter in the Frontier Province and Assam and, suggest that this 
error be rectified Forthwith. 

5 Statement on Legal Disabilities of Women 

This Conference empowers the Special Committee on Legal Disabilities 
of Women to draw up a comprehensive Statement on the lines bf the Baroda 
and Mysore enactments which can later be introduced in the form of a Bill 
in the new Legislatures. 

6 Support of Bills pending Legislation 

(a) While this Conference lends its support to the following Bills 
pending in the Legislative Assembly, 
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1 The Hindu inter caste Mamage Blili 

2 Tto Muslim Personal Law (Sbanat) Bill 

3 Tho Ai^a Marriage Validabon Bill 

A The Bill for the remoyal of aoaal Disahilites amongst certain classes 
of Hmdus 

In so-far as they help to improve the status of vromen, the Copference 
feels that the time has come for sdch piecemeal legislation to be replace^ by 
comprehensive legislation on equitable hoes affectmg the rights of the people 
of the country as a whole 

(b) This Conference regrets that Dr Deshmukh s Bill on the Hindu 
women s right to property which has been referred to a Select Committee has 
been whittled down m favour of widows only ignoring the rights of 
daugthera and other female heirs 

(c) This Conference regrets that none of the Social Reform Bills 
which were before the Legislatures for consideration Iasi Septamber has made 
any headway It appeals to the Government as well as to all the members of 
he Assembly to try their utmost not to delay the passing into law of such 
neasu et as will constitute a real step forward in the hfe of the nation 

f Traffic m Women and Children and Rescue Homes 

(a) This Conference requests theautborities concerned to take more rigid 
steps towards the prevention of traffic In women and children and urges all 
Provincial and Local Governments and the public to make immediate provulon 
.or Rescue Homes where such do not emsL 

Brothels at Fairs 

(b) This Conference expresses lU emphatic protest against the practice 
of opening brothels in Sind and elsewhere during Molas (fairs) as those have 
a degrading effect on the morals of the people and urges tho authorities con- 
cerned to take immediate steps to auppress them 

8 Village work and Swadeshi 

This Conference strongly appeals every one of its members to taka an 
increasingly activo part in rural vrork and to restnet all their purchases to 
Swadeshi and products of coftage industries 

9 Child Mamnge Rcstramt Act (Government of Indio 1929 ) 

In view of tho fact that the Child Marriage Restraint Act has proved 
meffectual to far this Conference re iterates its opinion that Mr B Das s Bill 
amendmg this Act should bo passed into Law without further delay 
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It strongly ndvocates that anti-child marriage propaganda work be 
redoubled throughout the country with particular emphasis in the villages, 

10 Hardships of Third-Class Railway Passengers 

This Conference notes with concern and extreme regret that in spite of 
repeated requests from the general public the condition of Third-Class Railway 
passengers, {. articularly women, remains a matter of little concern to the 
Railway authorities. 

It is high time that steps were taken to provide even an elementary 
standard of comfort for those passengers who constitute the large majority of 
It.e travelling public. 

1 1 (a) Protest against the drama entitled “The Rani of Jhansi” 

This Conference records its emphatic protest against the attempt made by 
one Mr. Philip Cox who in his drama entitled ‘‘The Rani of Jhansi” has cast 
serious aspersions on her moral character. This is in direct variance with all 
admitted historical facts. This Conference takes %vntings of this nature as an 
insult to the womanhood of India, and exhorts the Indian public to carry on 
country-wide propaganda against all such mean attempts so that foreign writers 
may not dare to distort historical facts to suit their malicious ends. 

(b) This Conference emphatically protests against the statement made 
by Miss Sorabji m her letter to the London Times on the subiect of child 
marriage. It considers it most objectionable as expressing views which are 
not held by Indians and regrets that Miss Sorabji continues to misrepresent 
her own country in a manner which is detrimental and degrading to herself 
and the nation. 

(c) This Conference also calls upon the Government and the women 
of foreign countries in particular to use their authority and influence in 
disallowing unfair and nefarious propaganda from being used against us 
whether m the Press by way of news or articles in Journals or books or by 
the showing of films. 

12 Obscene advertisements and publications 

This Conference emphatically protests against various newspapers and 
magazines publishing obscene advertisements and literature as these constitute 
an insult to womanhood. It appeals to the press as a whole to see that this 
pernicious practice is abolished. It also urges the Government to take more 
drastic steps to make the provisions of the Indian Press Act sufficiently 
effective to put down this demoralising aspect of the Press. 

13 Protection of Children 

(a) This Conference impresses upon the authorities the neccessity for 
the introduction of Children’s Acts in all Provinces of India where such Acts 
are not in existence. ‘ 
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(b) Tlui Gdnference urges upon all individuals and organisations 
engaged in Soda! welfare work to take all possible measures for the oare of 
neglected desbtute and feeble zmnded chilflren 

14 Compulsory Registration of Burtbs, Marriages and Deaths 

This Conference desires to impress on the Government of India and the 
States the necessity for the immediate introduction of Bills for the compulsory 
registration of births marriages and deaths 

15 Emergency Resolution 

In order to facilitate women voters m the exercise of their right this 
Conference urges upon Government the neeessity of holding the ensuing 
elections to the Provmcial Legislative Assembly either on the same day as 
the General Elections where such practice does not exist, or (2) to declare 
the day of women a elections as a public holiday 


Resolubons on Educational Reform Passed at Ahmedabad 

I Adult Education 

(a) Lit4facy 

With a view to mtenslfy the campaign against illiterscy this Conference 
recommends that each Constituency should sppomt a special sub^Committee 
to carry on the work, and to report progress every half-year to the Conference 
through the proper channels. 

(b) Uatt Eduoation 

This Conference views with satisfaction the work that Is being done 
for the promotion of adult education, particularly In the rural arees of 
the country by our constituenaos and by other public and private 
organisations 

It urges tbe consUtuenaes to make farther earnest efforts to organise 
such work wherever reqmred, and to co-operate with other assoaatlons doing 
H irnfla r WOtk. 

(c) Broadcatfifig 

This Conference strongly appeals to the Broadcasting authonties In 
India to promote mass education in every possible way through the medium 
of tbe Radio It suggests the authonties concerned to have representative 
committees wHh women in every province to draw up practical scheme* for 
this purpose 
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II Hinduslnni 

(a) Tins Conference recommends that earnest efforts be made in all 

constituencies to encourage the stud> of Hindustani so that it may soon become 
the common language of India. 

(b) It requests all educational authontics to promote the teaching of 
Hindustani in schools. 

(c) It further requests the Universities to include Hindustani in the 
sjllabus for the Matriculation examination and other University Examinations 
where it may not be so included. 

(d) It is the opinion of this Conference that the language should not 
be over Sankntiscd or over~Pcrsianiscd. and that the script used may be the 
Devanagn, Urdu or Roman. 

III. Differentiation between the Matriculation and the School-Leaving 
Examinations 

This Conference considers that the combination in one and the same 
Matriculation Examination of two different tests, one an entrance to the 
University, and the other a completion of Secondary Education, is not 
calculated to accomplish either of these two aims satisfactorily; and therefore, 
calls upon all Departments of Education and Universities to take immediate 
steps for the separation of these two tests into two distinct examinations. 

IV. Hostels 

This Conference urges the Educational authorities in India to make 
adequate Hostel arrangements for women students in all important centres of 
education. 

It further calls upon them to make such arrangements on non* 
communal lines. 

V. Medical Inspection 

This Conference demands legislation for Compulsory Medical Inspection 
and treatment in all schools, 

VI. College for Girls in the N. V/. F. P. 

This Conference supports the demand of the women of the North West 
Frontier Province for a Girls' College and urges the authorities to take stops 
for its establishment at an early date. 
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(0 Thu Conference reiterates the vital noceaeity for public ports nnd 
playgrounds for children in cities and gives its whole-hearted 
support to all schemes for the extension of physical educabon m 
schools and colleges 

It hopes that the example of Bengal m the formation of a 
Fresh Ait League will bo followed by other Constituencies 

(h) This Conference strongly protests against the recent cuts m 
grants in aid to ^ducabonal institubons, parbcularly pnmory 
schools and nrges the educational autbonties to see that all such 
grants are immechately restored. 

10 This Conference reiterates its former Resolnboos — 

( a ) that m all educational mshtubons there should be compulsory 
physical trainms for children from the primary stages by ijiialifled 
physical instructors 

( 6 ) and compulsory medical raspecbon vnth after-care treatment 

( 0 ) and also calls upon Municipalibes and Local Boards to provide an 
ade<[uate number of pubhc parks and play-groands for women 
and children. 

11 This Conference requesta the authonbes of the Allahabad and 
Benares Hindu Universibes to remove the bar against co-educabon and urges 
those schools and Untverstbes where co-cdocabon does not exist to introduce 
and encourge the same 

12 This Conference feels that tKcre ought to be a re-onontalion of 
the enbre system of education in this country and is of oplmon that Govern 
ment and private msbtutions should introduce vocational trammg immediately 
in schools and colleges 

13 This Conference mindful of the mterests of the youth of this 
coimtry appeals to the Government of India to exeraso rigid control over nil 
anoma films and posters and requests it to appomt women on every Board 
of Censorship 

M HtaUh 

This conference Is emphatically of opinion that the health of children 
and spcaally of school chUdron and college students Is of vital importance 
to the well bomg of the country It therefore considers It essential that matters 
connected with 

(а) School hygiene and sanitation 

(б) Medical Inspecbon of school children 
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(c) School Clinics and Care-Committees, 

(tO Health education in Schools, 

(c) Physical Culture, 

(/) Adult Classes for the study of Child Welfare and Child Hygiene, 

(g) Dietetics, wnth special reference to children’s food, 
do receive special attention, and appoints a Sub-committee to study the 
questions and to report to the Conference at its next session. 

15. Special schools for defectives ( whether physical, mental or moral) 
should be established and private enterprise m this direction should be encou- 
raged and aided by the Government. 

B. Primary Education 

1 This Conference demands that the new Constitution of India should 
guarantee to every child within the country, free instruction m reading and 
writing up to a prescribed minimum standard, as a fundamental right of 
Indian citizenship. 

2 This Conference is strongly in favour of compulsory primary education 
for girls as well as for boys, it recommends all Local Governments and Local 
Bodies to take immediate steps to introduce compulsory education in urban, 
suburban and rural districts m such a way that at all district headquarters and 
towns the scheme shall be in full working order within five years and shall be 
universal within twenty years. This Conference is of opinion that this compul- 
sory education should be made free in all schools provided by public authorities 
to all those unable to pay for it. 

3. In order to carry out Compulsory Primary Education efficiently this 
Conference is of opinion that: 

(a) More Rural Training Centres should be opened where teachers drawn 
from rural areas should be trained under conditions such as they will 
meet in their work. These teachers should, in every case possible, be 
of secondary grade, and the employment of all teachers of lower 
grade should ultimately cease. 

(&) Residential quarters for women teachers should be provided m all 
teaching centres, 

(c) In order to assist poor parents in compulsory areas creches and 
nursery schools for the care of children under school-going age should 
be established near schools. 

(d) Only clean, dry, airy, and well-ventilated buildings with adequate 
playgrounds should be used as schools. 
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(«) The eamtary code for secondary schools should bo extended to 
elementary schools and ng:idly enforced in view of the high percen 
tage of diseases home by contaminated water 

(/) School texts should be related to the psychology and environment of 
the child. 

{g) More women should be trained as specialist teachers m domestic 
science so that the teaching of the subject may be progressive and 
efBcient. It is essential that the foundabon of such teaching should 
be firmly laid in the elementary schools 

{h) Nutrition Bureaus should be estabbshed in every Provmce where the 
much needed research work on the value of the food stuffs available 
m the Provmce should be earned out and where all information 
regarding suitable dietanes could be obtained. 

4 One of the first essentials for improving primary education is that 
the scale of salary for primary school teachers be raised The standard required 
for the entrance ezammation for txaiomg insblubons should also be raised and 
a better traimng should be provided Well>educated men and women should 
be invited and given opportunlbes to act as honorary teachers while the supply 
of trained tea<diere is inadequate 

5 As far as possible women teachers should be engaged m the earlier 
stages of educabon both of boys and guls these early stages should in fact 
be wholly the concern of women 

6. Every eudcational insbtubon for young children should make full 
prontion for Kmdregarten Montesson or other similar classes 

7 This Conference feels that in the poorer dietncls a mid-dsy meal should 
Ipe provided in the schools for those pupils who would otherwise have nothing 
to eat, and that the Government should be asked to make a special grant to 
such schools for this purpose In these poorer districts ladies should come 
f^jy^r^rd and by their own work and money organise the provision of meals, 

8 This Conference is of opinion that 

(а) Pnonty should bo given to the claims of girls education m every 
scheme of educational expansion 

(б) Primary education should he made compulsory for guls as well as 
for boys 

(o) It protests against the omission of girls from schemes of compulsory 
education 
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(J) It urges that compulsory education should be enforced wherever it 
has been established, and that public co-operation should be secured 
to ensure the regular attendance of pupils until their 12th year, 

because it realises that educated mothers area sure guarantee of the education 
of the coming generation and an essential factor in the advance of a nation. 

9. Compulsory Educafton 

This Conference is of opinion that girls should be included in all 
schemes of compulsory Primary Education, and particularly supports the 
resolutions of Constituencies of Madras Presidency that the new Committee 
formed by the Madras Government to draft a Scheme of Compulsory Ele- 
mentary Education should do so not only for all boys, as are its terms of 
reference, but for all girls and boys of elementary school-going age. 

C Secondary Education 

1 The Vernacular sliould be the medium of instruction, English being 
a compulsory second subject, Hindi or Urdu should be included in the 
curriculum as an alternative to the classical languages, one of which should 
be compulsory. 

2. Alternative courses should be established to suit the needs of girls 
who do not intend to take up College Education. These should include 
Domestic Science, Fine Arts, Handicrafts and Industries. 

3 It IS desirable that Sex Hygiene be taught m all Secondary schools 
and colleges, by competent teachers. 

■4. Separate Middle Schools and High Schools for girls should be 
established in places where a demand for them exists and where there are 
no such schools, 

5. Whereas in many parts of India the problem of obtaining suitable 
buildings for girls' schools is becoming more and more acute, the Conference 
calls upon its Standing Committee to consider : 

{a) The advisability of launching a propaganda campaign in its many 
Constituent Areas in order that companies may be formed on the 
lines of the Girls’ Public Day School Company in England whereby 
in that country a sufficiency of Girls’ High Schools was established; 

(6) The recommending of such a campaign to the All— India Women’s 
Educational Fund Association as part of its work in the coming year. 

6. This Conference recommends that the inspecting staff of girls’ 
schools should" consist of women only, and that the Chief Inspectress should 
be considered as Deputy-Directress of Instruction. 
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7 This Conference iupporU iKe Retolubon of Central Punjab Conitl 
tnent Conference and draw* the attention of the Government to the condibon 
of women a educabon in the North Weat Fronber Province and requeata that 
a High School for girla be opened there at the earUeat poaaible date 

D College Education 

1 The following aubjecta aboold be added at opbonala to the present 
cnmcula i Fme Arta Advanced Domestic Science, Journalism Social Science 
Architecture 

2 Special encouragement tn the way of Scholarships should be offered 
to women students to attract them to take their Degrees in Law Mediane 
I^ne Arta and Social Science 

3 Hogttls for Otris 

In Tiew of the fact that the demand for higher educabon amongst girls 
IS mcreaemg rapidly this Conference urges the Government and Univeraibes 
to take atepa for the estabhshment of properly supervised Hostelg for 
women students 

A Lady professors should be appointed (to act as adnaor) in all colleges 
where there are women students 

5 This Conference recommends to the University of Bombay and to 
other Uiuversibes where such facdibes do not exist 

(0 that vernaculars should be allowed opbonally with clessicsllangiiages 
is ths ceuvlcida st giirg* Ja the yjorrersity 

(ft) that Domestic Science, optionally with Physics should be allowed 
in the First Year in the Arts Examinabon 

6 This Conference regrets that the condibon of affUiation of colleges 
to Umversibes regarding the provitfon of lodging accommodabon of students 
has in some instances remained a dead letter so far as women students are 
concerned and it requests the Senates to see that all colleges affiliated to 
their respeebre Umversibes are suitably provided with hostels or approved 
lodging accommodabon of their womea students and to direct their Syndicates 
to ask the inspeebng committees of the atHUatod colleges to report as to whether 
this condibon has been fulfilled, 

7 This Conference is of opinion that, m view of the long hours and 
strenuous nature of the work which the Medical Course entails hostels for 
women srudents in the tmmcdujt* vidnity of the medical Colleges are a necessity 
and this Conference recommends that such provision should ho made by 
college authorlbes 
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Tills Conference congratulates the A. I. W. E, F. Association for 
leaving cslnblishcd in Delhi a Central College (Lady Irwm College for Women) 
to teach Home Science m nl) its branches. It calls upon all its Constituencies 
to collect funds for the creation of at least tv/o local scholarships for girls 
^\*ho after completing the Home Science Course at the Lady Irwin College, 
would hr CNpecled to teach that subject for a staled number of years. It 
also requests the public to extend financial nid towards this most useful and 
unique institution. 

(rr) And further urges that Home Science be introduced as a compulsory 
subject m high schools and as an optional course in colleges for women. 

E. Training 

1. This Conference recognizes the imperative need of a greater number 
of Training Schools and urges upon the Government and the Local Bodies 
to take immediate steps to start such schools in every centre where they do 
not exist. 

2. Tins Conference > is of opinion that centres tor special courses to 
tram teachers for rural areas should be opened, and that courses should be 
arranged for teachers already working m rural areas. 

3. This Conference recommends that branch committees similar to the 
Bengal Branch of the Indian Women’s Education Society be formed m the 
different provinces of India to help the Bengal Committee in the selection of a 
scholar to undergo training abroad. 

4. This Conference recommends that immediate steps be taken to carry 
into effect the repeated Resolution that a Central College be founded to tram 
graduates and matriculates in order to secure a higher standard of Kinder- 
garten and secondary teachers and that the Fund Association be requested to 
allot money for founding and endowing such a college. 

5. This Conference places on record its^ dissatisfaction with the policy 
of the Government in reducing the number of students admitted to the 
Training Colleges and strongL'^ desires that their numbers should be increased. 

6. This Conference regards the standard accepted by the Government 
of 50 p. c, of trained teachers in primary schools as a very low one 
and suggests to all Municipalities and Local Boards to engage only trained 
teachers. 

7. This Conference considers that the present course of training for 
Matriculate and non-matriculate teachers is very unsahsfactory, and that the 
standard of examination should be raised and better provision be made for the 
actual training. 



all rWDrA women’s conference 
F Literacy, Mass Education and Adult Education. 


1 lAieracy 

Thia Conference rertenites rt» former retoKrtions deploring tHe appalling 
illiteracy ra the land and belreving that unless a concerted and mlensivc 
campaign la organised the moral and metenaJ progress of the liurd la botmd to 
be hampered appoints a suh-Conrauttee 

(a) To study the question m all its hearings 

(b) To keep m touch and cooperate with ell work in the cause of 
literacy amongst adults 

(c) To nntrate practical scheroea of work 

(o) To report on all worjt done in this direction to the next Conference, 

( Tnvandmm 1935 ) 

2 ilats-^ducatiCTTi 

As all claims to democracy end atfxenship will faO to receive recogrubon 
so long as the masses of India lemam illiterate, this Conference empbadeally 
repeats its demand for 

(а) The efficient introduction of COMPULSORY EDUCATION through- 
out India 

(б) the extension of ADULT EDUCATION especially with a now to 
the expansion of vocabonal traming and the general uplift of 
the masses 

3 University Elxtension Lecture Scheme should include ipeaal courses 
for womeiu 

4 This Conference recommends that Industnal Homes for Women be 
estabhshed whore possible and that Pronncial Governments be approached to 
give sufficient grants to run such msbtubons in an efBcient manner 

5 This Conference reiterates the Importance of tackling the problem of 
Adult Educabon in every way possible and urges the Government, Muniapal 
Couneds Local Bodiea and Women s Associations to organise classes and 
centres for the protnobon of hteracy and general education among adult women 
and suggests the establishment of cinemas, moving libranes and pubheation 
of suitable books and magaxmes m the vernaculars 

6 This Conference renlmng the viUl need of educating the masse# 
of the country urges that the speediest possible measures be adopted for the 
spread of adult educabon and suggests the use of the Radio and Broadcasting 
as one of the means to achieve this object 
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Miscellaneous 

1. This Conference calls upon tlie. Government to withhold its grant from 
any school which excludes any particular community from it, m all cases where 
510 other provision for that community already exists* 

2. This Conference recommends that Government recognition should be 
given to successful educational institutions which have been working on experi- 
Tnental lines advocated by this Conference fsuch as the Indian Women’s Uni- 
versity and others) which deserve sucn recognition 

3. This Conference recommends that women should be given adequate 
representation on all Educational Boards which control Primary, Secondary, 
nnd University Education and all Text-Book Commtitees, 

4* This Conference reiterates the importance of educating girls of all 
^communities m the same schools in order to promote mutual understanding and 
a common cultural unity, 

5. This Conference is tot-ally opposed to the infliction of corporal 
punishment in schools and institutions for boys and girls and it calls on every 
one to report instances to the authorities concerned and on the latter to see 
that the laws forbidding such acts are strictly enforced, 

b. Common Lcpngrtage 

Recognising the urgent need of a universal language for India, this Con>* 
fference appoints a sub-committee, 

{a) To report on means and methods that could be adopted for the 
realisation of this ideal, 

(b) To compile a comprehensive vocabulary of words commonly used in 
India m order- of frequency of use? 

^c) To co-operate with other associations engaged in similar work 

( Trivandrum* 1935 ) 

7. As a practical measure for the realisation of its ideal of a universal 
language for India, the All-India Women’s Conference hopes to conduct as 
soon as possible its proceedings in Hindustani, and invites the immediate and 
full co-operation of the Constituencies m this endeavour. 

8. Co~educnfton 

In the opinion of this Conference, the proper encouragemefit ol co-cducaiioti 
would help greatly towards the solution of various social and economic 
problems confronting the country. The Conference therefore urges strongly 
that — 

(j) Co-education be Introduced in primary schools and colleges; 
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(») A largo proportion of vromon teacKora bo always appointoJ oo tlw 
staKa of Co-oducatinal loabtutiona parbctUaily tkoao o( primary 
•cbooU 

(ill) At least one ol the tuperruora cmplofed by tbo Self-goT ero ins 

Bodies be a woman 

9 Parental ctr^-operaiton 

Realjsing how gravely the progress of Eldncatiott m the country is ham- 
pored by the lack of c<roperation between teachers and paronU this orgarasatiOD 
of women appeals to all parents and guardians to belp id tbu direcbon. 

10 Debating society 

In support of the recommendatloD of the Educabonal Committee this 
Conference advises the immediate formation m each ConsbtueDcy of a debating 
tocifiy to serve as a training ground lor — 

(u) the stimulation of dracosston on matters of public interest 

(&) tbe efflaent erpression of tbought and speech. 


n SOCIAL 

A Child Marriage Restraint Act 

1 This Conference emphatically condemns the mmatural and dentalUmg 
custom of aUovrmg immature girls to become wives and mothers, as ft robs 
them of then right to education and freedom and arrests their mental moral and 
physical growth. This meeting demands that the legal age of mamage be fixed 
at 16 and 2l for girls and boys respectively 

2 (a) This Conference expresses Us satisfaction at the passing of the Child 
Marriage Restraint Act, and congratnUtes Rai Saheb Haibilas Sarda and those 
who helped in mekmg it the law of the land on their achievements 

(6) It further urges that 

(t) In order to make this Act effective, it is necessary to form 
Sardu Committees to prevent and to hrmg to light breaches 
of the Law 

{fO In order to give effect to the Child Mamage Restraint Act 
it is imperative to take Immediate steps to provide adequate 
machinery for the registration of marriages and to ensure the 
correct registration of births in accordance with the recommen 
dations of the Age of Consent Committee 
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(c) It condemns the agitahon started by certain classes against the Child 
Marriage Restraint Act and condemns the proposed Bills asking for 
exemptions from the operation of this Law. 

3. This Conference once again condemns all attempts to repeal the Child 
Marriage Restraint Act and is opposed to the exempbon of any secbon or 
community from its provisions. 

' It urges upon the Government not only to enforce the Act more strin- 
gently but also to amend it so as to make child marriage impossible. 

4. This Conference views with dismay the frequent violation of the 
Sarda Act. L calls upon the Constituencies to educate public opinion against 
the custom cf child-marriage. 

( t ) by holding public meetings denouncing the evil results of child- 
marriage; 

(tt) by distributing leaflets containing information about the existing 
legislation and the necessity of drasbc measures and effechve 
amendments to the Act, 

(tn) by supporting Bills in the Legislatures airending the Child 
Marriage Restraint Act., e. g , Mr. B Das’s Bill before the Legisla- 
tive Assembly and the Bill before the Travancore Legislabve 
Assembly, 

{tv) by appealing to the Indian States to introduce similar measures 
for the restraint of child marriages as soon as possible, 

5 This Conference supports Sir Hari Singh Gour’s Age of Consent Bill 
and demands that the age be raised to 16 and 18 for married and unmarried 
girls, respectively. 

6. This Conference gives its support to the "Bill to further amend the 
Special Marriage Act of 1872." 

7. This Conference is of opinion that marriage should not be made 
compulsory for evey girl and urges upon parents the necessity of recognising 
the rights of sons and daughters to decide their own career in life. 

5. This Conference recommends that unequal marriages of old men to 
minor girls should be forbidden by law. 

9. Polygamy , 

This Conference strongly disapproves of Polygamy and appeals to women 
not to marry, and to parents, not to give their daughters in marriage to any 
man who Uas a wife living. 
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n rational axitom of marriage law* wMcIi will include divorce. 

4 ThS» Conference strongly urges that the a mother should have equal 
nght of guardianship with the father over her children and that a widow should 
have preferential nght of guardianship over them. 

D Health 

I This Conference realises with great coacera that drugs and medicines 
sold m India are generally unpirro and of mferior quality as diacloaed by the 
evidence of eminent doctors and chemiaU before the Drugs Enquiry Committee 

(a) It therefore supports the proposition that an AU-India Drug Act bo 
enacted for the proper control and check over the import, sale and 
mannfactare of all drugs and chemicals 

(b) It Qrges all Consbtuenaes to use every means in their power 
to discourage and prevent the indiscrtminate use of opium and other 
detnmental drugs 

2. This Conferonco strongly recommends to Munlcipalibes the need 
for the strict enforcement of the Food Adulteration Act 

3 Compulsory R*tisinitusn of and iitdxptvos 

With a new to check the mordinately high rate of Infant and Maternal 
Mortality in India, this Conference urges the need of Legislative measures for 
compulsory registration of dais and midwives and periodic supervltion by 
qualified supervisors 

4 Btrth Control 

This Conference reiterates its former resolubona supporting the necessity 
for instruction in methods of Birth Control through recognised clinics and calls 
upon all the Constituencies to make a spemal effort to induce Municipalibea 
and other organiiabons for maternity and child welfare to open centres to 
impart such knowledge to those who stand In need of it 

£ Indigeootu Indostnea 

1 This Conference urges that m view of the poverty of the country the 
public be requested to encourage and support Indigenous industries and calls 
upon the Government to open mdostrlal centres and to give speaal 
granU to such msbtutions as provide mdostrlal training for girls and women 

2 This Conference while reiterating all lU former Retolultons on Indi 
genous Industries la firmly of opinion that the encouragement of such is 
essenbal for the Indutlnal and economic devofopment of the country and 
appeals to the public to use svadesht 



IMPORTANT RESOLUTIONS PASSED 


5® 


3 SwadesJu 

This Conference is strongly of opinion that it is essential for the industrial 
and economic development of the country to encourage indigenous industries 
and appeals to the public to use swadeshi articles, m particular Khaddar (hand 
spun and hand woven fabrics), 

F, Women and Government 

1, This conference reiterates its firm conviction that women should be 
adequately represented^ 

(«) on the Central and Provincial Legislatures; 

(6) on District, Municipal and other local Bodies; 

(c) on Commissions and Committees affecting women and children; 

(d) In the interest of women and children this Conference recommends 
to the Government of India to include women in their delegations 
to the League of Nations and to other International Assemblies. 

2, This Conference fully adheres to the stand it has taken m regard to 
the question of Franchise in all its bearings as pertaining to the status of 
women in the future Constitution of India. It expresses its firm belief in perfect 
sex equabty and demands that women shall possess equal citizen rights with 
men. No disability either legal or social shall be attached to women on 
account of sex, or in regard to public employment, office, power or honour and 
in the exercise of any trade or calling. 

This Conference stands united: 

(e) in its protest against the Communal Award as touching the 
womanhood of India, and 

(«) in Its demand for a system of Joint-Electorates, and further 
resolves 

{a) that a representative Committee of ten persons including 
the Chairwoman and the Organizing Secretary of 1932 be appointed 
and authorised to formulate detailed proposals in regard to the 
enfranchisement 'of women £ind their representation in the future 
Constitution of the country; 

(6) that the above-mentioned Committee of ten or a lesser number chosen 
from amongst themselves shall be its representatives at the joint 
meetings of the three Women’s Organizations (A, 1. W. C., N, C. W, 
I. and W. I. A.); 

{c) that the National Council of Women in India and the Women’s 
Indian Association be requested to appoint their similar Committees 
and that the Joint Franchise Meeting be postponed until after the 
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ifsr 

Bccofdod a defindt place In «U theie u well u in tie Council of Stale Ve 
regard such aa our inherent nght and muat, therefore proteat againat thia 

onutaioTV. 

6 Witt Lord Lothian we arc ” Unrepentant beHovera in a syatem of 
direct electron and we therefore object with all poaaiWe empbaaia to m 
direct election at any tone and for any one* Wo refuse, likewiae to accept 
nomioebon for the Legialaturea for ouraelrei knowing by bitter ezpenence 
that the safeguarda of nomination have been ineffective and uaeloaa m tbe 
Legialalive Aaaembly 

Ooncltttion 

While mentiomng the above detaila we wieb to make ft quite dear that 
il we bad aeciued or eecure for ouraelvea all that we had vriabed 
or wiah to aecure and if at the aame bme, we felt that 
the recommendatiooa aa a whole were not m the true intereata of India we 
would aa women the natural guardiana of future generabona feei itour boonden 
duty to deny all apemal pnvilegea for ouraelvea for the aake of the common 
good* In tbe light of general cribciam of the Report we know that the 
recommendabona are not acceptable to aU ahadea of repreaentadve opinion in 
the country We, therefore join in tbia widetpread proteat and abll hope 
agamat hopre that a new Conabtubon may eventnally be created auch aa will 
meet with genera] approbabon 

6 Tfaia Conference relteratea ita dUapproral of tbe following fnincbiae 
qualificatioca for women provided under tbe Government of India Act and 
tiTgea their modificaUon m accordance with ita prenoua memorandum at an 
early date 

(a) Wifo-hood qoalificabon 

(b) Application condition. 

7 In recording once again Its aenae of disappointment at tbe electoral 
propoaala this Conference continues to stand by Its former demands fori — 

(a) Direct Elecboni 

(b) No separata electorates for women; 

(c) Noo*reservat!oa of seats on a communal baits 

It further notes with regret the discrimination made between tbe different 
proyincoi .. regard, the btoraer qualifioahon a g„ Bengal N W F P„ 
and Onaaa* 

8 While we are convmced that the new powers given to women by 
tlm India Act are not adequate this Conterence eihotu aH vromcn to u.o 
to the fulleat advanlago auch power, a. they have obtained at pre.ent. 
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9. Representation of Women 

This Conference requests the British Parliament to safeguard the interest 
of women by making provision in the Instruments of Instructions that are to be 
framed for the Governor General and the Governors, that women should be given 
chances of association in the administration of every province as well as in the 
Central Government, especially in the departments of Health, Education and 
Labour. Provisions should also be made for at least one woman to be appointed 
to each Provincial Public Service Commission. It calls upon the Government to 
establish Women and Children’s Bureaus in every province. 

G. Prevention of Traffic in Women and Children 

1. In view of the legislation pending and affecting the education of 
girls — such as Child-rnwriage and Devadasis — this Conference urges the 
Government to nominate without delay at least two women to the Central 
Legislature. 

2 This Conference supports all efforts that are being made in the coun- 
try to suppress immoral traffic in women and children, and in particular it 
supports the Madras Borthels Bill and Prevention of Devadasi Dedication Bill 
and all other Bills on similar lines. It is also of opinion that women should be 
equally penalised with men for keeping brothels. 

3 This Conference congratulates the States of Travancore and 
Cochin on the abolition of Devadasi service in temples and gives its whole- 
hearted support to Mr. R. K. Shanraukham Chetty’s Bill for the prevention of 
dedication of women and girls to service in Hindu temples. It calls upon all 

Constituencies where this practice exists to educate public opinion against it. 

/ 

(а) This Conference congratulates the Portuguese Government on passing 
a law forbidding Shesh Vtdht (t. s., a mock marriage which initiates 
girls mto an immoral life) and urges the government of India and 
all Provincial Governments to take similar steps immediately. 

(б) This Conference appeals to its own members and to the public to 
aid in every way in establishing— 

(t) Rescue Homes for each Province, 

(m ) In educating public opinion against traffic in women and children; 

(m) In taking steps to bring in legislation where necessary for the 
closing of brothels and in asking Government to appoint women 
officers for the proper enforcements of the Acts already in 
existence. 

4, (a) This Conference requests the authorities to take more rigid steps 

towards the prevention of traffic in women and children and urges the 
necessity of a much larger number of rescue homes. 
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miIIovmer> ahould co operate vnth iKc local authorities in the prorwon 
of such education 

(6) Mill-ovfnCTS are urged to give greater attention to adult education 
which should be specially auited to adults and need not necessarily 
follow the curriculum of ordinary schools 

(o) Local authontiea are urged to pronde playgrounds in all indust 
rial areas 

6 Since the States hare often led the way in matters of social reform, 
the Princes and their Counals are urged to enforce in their terntones at least 
at high a standard of factory condibons and legislabon as that obtaining in 
British India 

7 This Conference desires that a thorough enquiry should be made mto 
the condition of women mtne-worlcera and urges tl;ie Standing Committee to 
take early steps in the matter 

8 This Conference calls upon the Goremment of India to take necessary 
steps immediately to implement the Report of the Whitley Commisson with regard 
to labour conditions of women and children in India 

9 This Conference expresses its regret that the AssembV bad failed 
to ratify the International Labour CoDTeobon to fix the minimum age of Indian 
children in non industrial occupations and urges on the Goremment of fodia 
and the Assembly the need in India to legislate against the employment of 
Indian children under 12 in regulated non industrial occupation 

10. This Conference fully supports the Bill prohibiting the pledging of 
child labour in regulated and unregulated industries and requests that persons 
besides guardians and parents who pledge child labour or act m collusion with 
parenU and guardians be penalised. • 

]1 The All India Womens Conference approres of the proritions of 
the BiD mtroduced by the GoTemment of India m the Legislatire Assembly 
to regulate the payment of wages to classes of persons employed In 
Industry 

12 This Conference approves of the provisions of the BUI to amend 
the Workmens Compensation Act subject to the follownig modification that to 
the list of the depicndonts of a workman entitled to claim compensation be 
added widowed daughter in law and brothers widow 

13 This Conference Is emphatically of opinion that a woman represen 
U(r,o on bohJI of iho women worker. In fectorle* mine, plmitetioni .o^ 
other indo.lrle. be deputed by the Goremment of tndi. a dele* 0 te or 
ndriwr to the Intemarionel Leboor Conference to be hold at Genera 



IMPORTANT RESOLUTIONS PASSED 


161 


14. This Conference draws the attention of the Government of India to 
the following recommendations of the Royal Commission on Labour and urges 
for early legislative measures. 

{a) Rigorous action should be taken against those factories where 
^ conditions in regard to humidification are worst. 

(&) First-aid boxes should be provided in all the factories using 
power and in departments of factories employing over 250 
persons. 

(c) Comprehensive Public Health Acts should be passed in all 
Provinces. 

(t) Where pipe-water supplies are not available special 
precautions as to purity should be taken. 

(«) Where Industry begins to develop in a new area, it should 
be the duty of employers to provide suitable water to 
their workers. 

(d) Naikins ( women jobbers ) should be excluded from the engage- 
menc and dismissal of labour. 

{e) Every Factory should be compelled to maintain separate and 
sufficient latrine accommodation for males and females and an 
adequate staff to keep them clean. 

(/) Creches should be provided for children up to the age of six 
years where considerable number of women are employed. This 
requirement should be statutory for places employing 250 women 
or more. The F actories Act should embody this with discre- 
tionary power to Local Governments in regard to factories with 
fewer women. The organization of factory creches should be the 
duty of the women— Inspectors. 

(g) Women factory inspectors should be appointed m every province. 
They should be of Indian domicile and not less than 25 years of 
age and their pay should be adequate to attract the nght type. 

, (H) Maternity benefit legislation should be enacted throughout India 

on the lines of the schemes operating in Bombay and Central 
Provinces. 

(t) The scheme should be non-contributory. 

(it) In the first instance, the entire cost of the benefit should be 
- borne by the employer. 

(ttt) The rate of benefit given by the Central Provinces Act is 
suitable for general application. 
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(b) 


(■:) 


S 


Ciiitina Fttnit — 

(a) Thia Conference reilcrateo the urgent neccsaity of a far nw™ 
rigorous centorshtp of films amf Postenrt 

It resolves that it la essential to have rtgid censorship of film* 
relating to India manufactured in India or outside Inifia md 
shown abroad In os much as some of these create a wholly wroo* 
impression on foreigners of our civllixation and are detripientsl 
to the interests of our Country 

It calls upon Local Governments to appomt at least one woosn 
as member of every Board of Censors 

Resrnciioit of Sale of O^tim 

This Conference strongly protests against indiscnnunate sale of 
and suggests a regis cr should be kept of addicts to opium and opiam soppo 
only on medical certificate*-as it is done in other countries 

9 Thts meeting of the All“India Women s Conference recordi it* 
Toheroont protest against the tyranny perpetrated on their 
through various horrible customs as Bhajai (i o giving away wus ^ 
deceased to his heirs) Khoon beba (i c tabng away by ^ 

titter* and daughters of a murderer by the aggrieved party ) ^*nQ^liter 
(i e Interchange of children in marriage even before they are bom) 
feroshr / e selling away women for roamage) and also protests * 

similar customs wherever they exist ^ 

TUs Conference deplores the condition of their BoJuchi sisters 
to the Government of Belachletan and the educated men to lake 
theu- protection and uplift- It further demands that all Impediments »» 
of aoaal workers and educationists be removed 

U be gi**® 

This Conference ardently hopes that the Beluchi sisters woui ^ 

the tame sodal economic and civic rights and privilege* enjoyeo 
womanhood of other parts of the country 


10 


oi oulor pons oi ine country 
This Conference demands that in futaro ill Conference. 
pointed to deal with quesbocs of the nabonal welfare of ® 


pot op 


sslons appointed to deal with quesbons < 

include women representabves well acquainted with Indian condibons. 

1 1 This Conference calls on the organised polibcal part*®* ** 
women candidates at each eleebon 

12- In view of the widespread awakening In the outlook of 
Conference consider* it Imperative to form ^ 

(o) Centres for the pracbcal training of Social worker* In both 
urban areas 

(6) Centre* for Social work 



HI ''OumoNs Passed 

III. I.AnoUR 
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^ xAriuh to Hr: Stnncli 

t^Hiittc i jt<> i] r jt ! jr*u jm]ii'‘lric'^ 


»rH'' loutS ( 


4%.n;ir ; •^*,5, ^ jj jtt nilirr \vn> c 


« -.i rpofl {Jtf. s.,s, , j ,ip,>iinlrr] In tlic 

tVl» 


lift Coniinitlcc Members to 
of tlicir nrens nnd to get 
to foster such industries 
Conference to deal with 


(^ ) T f; -1 t Jc j ^ -Ti o , 

0 the cr Ti, ^ 

“•’d trpojt Si 


...lend", to tis standing Ccmmiltcc to enquire 
d eh Idrrn rmpio\ed in orrnnwed labour areas 
rppontrd In the Conference to deal with 




»• in alj 
rdoved ;}r- 


t Ti t ^ , <- ' (ir^r t)u*fr 
bon^^rreur (h”! 


an. 

the 


a considerable number 
following are essential 


of women 


{<;) I hi« rt,ip!o> I'ln t of a \.*oman doctor to ensure ante and post- 
nn'nl I nrr nul attention during child-birth for the mother and 
inr(b<al carr of the chddtrn 


(h) 111'- 1 ahii'ihmcnt of Maternity Homes nnd on adequate supply 

ot Jfftrird help 

C) The er.lablishnicnt of creches nnd nursery schoolsv 


d. (i ) Tin- Conference reiterates the need for the immediate appointment 
til least one Woman Factory Inspector for every large Industrial area, 
''^th full powers under the Act 


(6) This Conference considers that these Inspectors need not necessarily 
doctors but should have a thorough knowledge of workers and requests 
t»gencies engaged m the training of social w'orkers to consider the question of 
Providing special training, at least until there is a body of experienced women 
inspectors available. 


4. Since the whole sWndnra of family aependent to so large an 

extent on housing eondifons, mill-owners and local bodies m co-operation are 
urged to sec that the workers are housed with adequate regard to health and 
decency This Conlerence con^siders that a separate cooking place and a 
verandah or courtyard besides v°om eto minimum necessities and 

anything falling below this standard does not fulfil the above conditions. 


trial 


5, In view 

population m 


of the urgent necessity of removing Illiteracy from the Indus- 
the shortest possible time this Conference urges l 




That part-time education be made compulsory fo 
to the age of I5 years, and where conditions 


t all half-timers up 
make it desirable 
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millownor* •hould co-opemtc with tbe local authontios in the prorwlon 
of such education 

(6) Mill^vmera are urged to giro greater attention to adult education 
which should be specially suited to adults and need not necessarily 
follow the curriculum of ordinary schools 

(o) Local authorities are urged to pronde playgrounds in all Indust 
nal areas 

6 Since the States hare often led the way In matters of soaa) refornu 
the Princes and their Counola are urged to enforce In their terntones at least 
as high a standard of factory conditions and legislation as that obtaining m 
Bnbsh India 

7 Tins Conference desires that a thorough enquiry should be made mto 
the condibon of women mme-workers and urges t^e Standing Committee to 
take early steps !n the matter 

8 This Conference calls upon tbe Goyemment of India to take necessary 
steps Immediately to implement the Report of tbe Whitley Commisson with regard 
to labour conditions of women and children id India. 

9 This Conference expresses its regret that the AssembV had failed 
to ratify the Interaatlonal Labour ConTeobon to fix the mmimum age of Indian 
children in non mdustnal oceupabons and urges on the Goremment of India 
and the Aasembly the need In India to legislate against tbe employment of 
Indian children under 12 m regulated non industrial occupabon 

10 This Conference fully supports the Bill prohibiting the pledging of 

child labour in regulated and unregulated mdnstnes and requests that persons 
besides guardians and parents who pledge child labour or act in collusion with 
parents and guardians be penahsed. • 

1 1 The All India Women s Conference approrea of tbe provzsions of 
the Bill introduced by the Government of India m the LegislstiTO Assembly 
to regulate the payment of wages to classes of persons employed in 
industry 

12 This Conference approves of the provisions of the Bill to amend 
the Workmen a Compensation Act subject to the following modification that to 
the Hst of the dependents of a workman entitled to claim compensatioo be 
added widowed daughter m law and brothers widow 

13 This Conference is emphabcally of opinion that a woman ropresen 
tative on behalf of the women workers In factories mines plantabons sod 
other industries be deputed by tbe GoTemment of India as a delegate or «n 
adviser to the Intcmahonal Labour Conference to bo held at Genova 
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14. This Conference draws the attention of the Government of India to 
the following recommendations of the Royal Commission on Labour and urges 
for early legislative measures. 

(<t) Rigorous action should be taken against those factories where 
conditions m regard to humidification are worst. 

(6) First-aid boxes should be provided in all the factories using 
power and in departments of factories employing over 250 
persons. 

(t) Comprehensive Public Health Acts should be passed in all 
Provinces. 

(0 Where pipe-water supplies are not available special 
precautions as to purity should be taken. 

(n) Where Industry begins to develop in a new area, it should 
be the duty of employers to provide suitable water to 
their workers. 

(d) Naikins ( women jobbers ) should be excluded from the engage- 
menc c.nd dismissal of labour. 

(c) Every Factory should be compelled to maintain separate and 
sufficient latrine accommodation for males and females and an 
adequate staff to keep them clean. 

(/) Creches should be provided for children up to the age of six 
years where considerable number of women are employed. This 
requirement should be statutory for places employing 250 women 
or more. The Factories Act should embody this with discre- 
tionary power to Local Governments in regard to factories with 
fewer women. The organization of factory creches should be the 
duty of the women— Inspectors. 

(g) Women factory inspectors should be appointed in every province. 
They should be of Indian domicile and not less than 25 years of 
age and their pay should be adequate to attract the right type. 

, {h) Maternity benefit legislation should be enacted throughout India 

on the Imes of the schemes operating in Bombay and Central 
Provinces. 

(t) The scheme should be non-contributory. 

(tt) In the first instance, the entire cost of the benefit should be 
I borne by the employer. 

(w) The rate of benefit given by the Central Provinces Act is 
suitable for general application. 
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M The maxunum benefit porwd should be 4 >Teek8 before and 
4 weeks after the child birth 

(c) Administration of the Act should bo entrusted to the factory 
inspection staff and wherever possible to women factory 
inspectors 

(») Maximum daily hours of work for children should be five hours 

(y) Eraployera should arrange to give children at least one rest 
interval 

(h) No child who has been employed full time m a factory should 
bo allowed to work overtime or to take work at home after 
factory hours 

(/) No child under the a (e of I4 years should be permitted to work 
m or about the mines 

15 This Conference strongly supports the Minority view of the Royal 
Commission on Labour m India as regards raising the minim um age of 
employment m factories from 12 to 13 years for a penod of 5 years and there 
after to 14 lo Conformity with the standard laid down In Article 1/ of the 
International Convention 

16 Owing to the increase of unemployment by the closing down of several 
mills and factories this Conference feels the necessity of appomtmg a 
Committee to look into the hardships suffered by women and children in these 
areas and enquire and report as to what measoreB are advisable for relief 
especially in the case of children of unemployed labourers 

17 (n) We agree with the recommendations of the Invesbgation Committee 
that it would bo a retrograde stop to go back to employing women underground 
and as recommended by the Royal Commission on Labour this process of 
elimination be completed by 1939 

(£») We also urge that simultaneously the women who are being 
deprived of work be found other employment on the surface on the lines 
suggested in the report of the Committee 

18 We regret that the recommendation of the League of Natrons 
regarding the mmimum age of child labourers has not been acted upon by the 
Government of India m the Factonos Act and record that m our opmion no 
child under 14 years should be employed as a labourer 

19 As the newly amended Factory Act does not make the provision 
of creches compulsory for employers of women labour and ns it is now 
bchered by authonlics that much of the infant mortality m India is duo to the 
neglect of children of workmg mothers we strongly urge the Government to 
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remove this important defect, so that creches are made compulsory through- 
out India. 

20. As women are sometimes forced to carry heavy loads which is 
detrimental to their health, it is desirable that a maximum load should be fixed 
for them by the Government. We therefore recommend that investigations 
should be made regarding this maximum weight and legislation enacted 
accordingly. 

21. All India Matcmiiy Benefit Act 

This Conference is of opinion that an All-India Maternity Benefit Bill 
on the lines of those passed in Bombay, C. P., and Madras be introduced in 
the Legislative Assembly. It further recommends that the Constituencies in 
the different Provinces work for the passage of such a Bill. 

22. Recommendations of Mining Enquiry Committee 

(a) We note with great regret that no action has been taken by the 
authorities in the mining area regarding recommendations made by the 
Investigation Commission of the All-India Women’s Conference which visited 
the mines last year. 

(b) We regret that no action has been taken to discontinue the Out- 
still System in Bihar and urge that this system be abolished as soon as possible. 

(c) In continuation of the resolutions passed last year regarding the 
women in the mines we recommend that the Conference should support a 
woman organiser for one year to study the situation caused by the elimination 
of women from underground work, and the possibilities of alternative 
employment. ( Tnvaudrum, 1935-36 ) 

23. Minimum age and hours of work 

This Conference whole-heartedly supports Mr. Bakhale’s Bill introduced 
in the Bombay Legislative Council to prohibit the employment of children 
under 12 in shops and urges that All-India legislation on similar lines limiting 
the hours of work and fixing a minimum age of employment of children in 
non-industrial undertakings be introduced. 

IV GENERAL 

1. Believing that the welfare of nations and classes depends on the 
building up of a new order ; 

(a) We lend full support to all efforts that are being made and will 
be made in the future for the surmounting of barriers of race, 
creed, caste, nationality and promoting the spirit’ of international 
reconciliation and good-will. 
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We desire to express once more oar condemnation of war aa a 
crime against humanity and our vrhole-hearted sympathy vnth 
all those men and women who are striving honestly for world 
disarmament. 

We dedicate oarselres m oar own homeland to the supreme task 
of creating around us and in us a spint of true patriotism and 
love of humanity so that rising above the narrow confines of 
communities and provinces wo may sec fulfilled the vision of a 
larger India ready to take her nghtfol place m the world comity 
of nations 
2. lttiertt<tttonal Peace 

In the name of humanity the All India Women # Conference hopes 
earnestly for the establishment of a permanent World-Peace by the speedy 
restoration of international rolabons based on ' and harmony 

i 

3 This Conference realising the vital of Disarmament for 

the ponce and the happmoss u’ India to give 

their wholehearted support or Conference 

to bo held in Genova m 

reduce their Army and Nav 

4 This Conf-^ 
in fumty and work in 
the country and appeals 
this ob]ect 

5 itfamhul RtsoUtiions 

The Conference 
at the Congress of the 
Citizenship at 

(a) Le^al ^ 


together 
w fare of 
to achieve 


( 6 ) 

(o) 
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xhc W'cnt n't \,cll nn o( the Lnnl \shctlicr thc> struggle for the 
ern^hention of their spccinl legal, social and economic disabilities 
and for the recognition of their rights to equal citizenship in 
thciT rc'ipci,li\c national units oi whether they arc in danger 
of losing thr*'r Irgnl, political, and economic rights which they 
have achieved. 

Welcoming the co-opcration of the women of all parts of the world, the 
value of uluch has heen ''tronely cniphnsistd b> this Congress, it expresses 
the \Msh that the \somcn of the Last and of the West be linked by ties 
which will grow closer and consequentJi serve the interests of Universal 
peace 

6. This Conference reiterates its demand for an Indian woman elected 
b> the principal Indian Women’s Organizations to be included m the Govern- 
ment of India Delegation to Geneva. 

7. In view of the fact that the Council of the League of Nations has 
decided to invite the Government of India to be represented on the Advisory 
Committee for the protection and Welfare of Children and Young people for 
a period of five jenrs and ns this is prc-cmmcntl> a sphere where women can 
make a v-aluablc contribution, the Government of India should be approached 
by the A. I. W. C., the N. C. W. L, and (he W. 1. A., jointly with a view 
to the appointment of an Indian woman of our choice on this Commission. 

8. This Conference places on record its high appreciation of the truly 
enlightened action taken by H. H, the Gaekivad of Baroda m passing Hindu 
Women’s Divorce Act and also for legislating for the removal of the Legal 
Disabilities of Hindu Women. 
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LINES OF WORK OF THE ALL-INDIA WOMEN'S CONFERENCE 


>. 1 The AlUndw Women s Conletcnce instruct* its Standing Committee 

to continue the work inaugurated at its All India Sessions namely — 

(u) To collect and deal vnth suggestions on educational matter* sent from 
the Constituent Conferences and States represented at the Conference 

(b) To make known to each other the work done in other parts. 

(c) To bring public opinion to bear on matters of general, educational 
and soaal principle or policy where necessary 

(d) To arrange the Annual Sessions of the Conference 

2, In consideration of the widespread awakening of mterest amongst 
women of India m all questions affecting thetr-welfare this Conference is of 
opinion that while contiouing its policy it should vnden its scope and have two 
Sections -'Tfs one dealing exclnsiyaly with Edncadonal matters and another 
dealing with matters of Social Reform, each section haring its own Sectional 
Committee and Secretary under the Organising Secretary 

3 The So<dal Reform Sectional Committee has working under it the 
following Sub^mmittees 

(a) Labour 

(b) Indigenous Industries 

4 The All India Women * Conference recommends that each of its 
Constituent Conferences should have a Local Committee to carry on the work 
of the All India Conference m it* locality and to co-operate with all Educational 
Instituhoas and to report regularly to the Standing Committee of the Conference 

5 This Conference requeats it* delegates to nut the school* m then 
locality to Investigate cases of differential treatment of Dcpretsed Clas* children 
and to report to the authontio* concerned- It urges that Pronnaal Government* 
and the Goremment* of Indian Slates be requested to enforce the law* already 
ezistmg for the admission of Depressed Class children to schools 

6. The AH India Women e Conference is strongly represented on the 
Governing Body of the All India Women* Education Fund AssoaaUon, which 
came into existence through the Conference after it* Delhi Session It reco- 
mmend* this Fund to all those Interested m the development of girls education 
along the bnes of it* Memorandum 



Constitution of the All-India Women's Conference 

ARTICLE I 


Name — 

1. The name ol the Conference shall be ■“ The All— India Women's 
Conference ’’ hereafter to be called “ The Conference. 

ARTICLE II 

Policy, aims and Objects-^ 

1. The Conference shall not engage in any party politics, but shall 
Unite on such points as affect women and children, 

2. The objects of the Conference shall be — 

(a) To promote in India the education of both sexes at all stages. 

(b) To deal with all questions affecting the welfare of women 
and children. 

ARTICLE III 


Composition- - 

1. The Conference shall consist of— 

(a) Patrons, 

(b) Office-bearers, and 

(c) Delegates 

Patrons— Past Presidents of the Conference and any other who may be appointed 
, by the Conference. 

Office-bearers— 

President, 

Six Vice-Presidents, 

Hon. Organizing Secretary, 

Two Sectional Secretaries, 

Hon. Treasurer, and 

i 

Chairwoman of the Standing Committee. 

Delegates — As duly elected by Constituent Conferences which may be 
convened in the following Constituent Areas and in such 
other Areas as the Standing Committee may decide from time 
to time. 
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Also special Delegates ns provided for m the Regulabons and 
Byp-Lavrs 

British India— Agm Ajmer Mervrnrru Andhra Assam, Bengal— East, Bengal- 
North Bengal— West, Berar Bombay Calcutta Central Provinces— 
North Central Provinces— South Coorg Delhi Gujarat, Madras, 
Kamatnk Maharashtra Malabar Oudh, Punjab— Central Punjab- 
East Punjab— West, Sind, Tamil Nadu Utkal 

Indian States— Baroda Bhopal Cochin Dhar Gwalior Hyderabad. Indore 
Jaipur Kashmir Mysore Travancore 

2. The number of delegates from each Constituent Area shall not exceed ten, 

3 The Reception Committee convened for the purpose of holding the Annual 
Session of the Conference shall be deemed to be a Constituent Area and 
as such shall have the power to elect ten delegates fncludmg its 
Office-bearers 

ARTICLE IV 

Agenaes of Work— 

1 The work of tbo Conference shell be accomplished by— 

( 0 ) The All India Conference, 

(&) The Standing Committee Sectional Committees and their Sob- 
committees 

(e) The Constituent Coferences their Local Committees or such other 
agencies as the Conference may decide from bme to time. 

The All India Conference— There shall be an Annual Session of the Conference 
at a place and time fixed by the Committee 

The Standing Committee— The Standing Committee shall consist of— 

(а) The President of the Coofcrence for the current year 

(б) Six Vice-Presidents 

(c) Office-bearers 

(») The Chairwoman 

( 11 ) The Organiring Sectional and Assistant Secretaries 
(in) The Treasurer or Treasarers 

(d) Elected Members one representative elected by each Constituent 
Conference 

(fi) Conveners of the Sub-committees 
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(/) There shall be a Finance Sub-committee and any other Special Sub- 
committees as directed from time to time by the Conference. 

CoQstituent Conferences— A constituent Conference is a public meeting' of 
women in a Constituent Area from which delegates are elected to repre- 
sent that Area at the All-India Women’s Conference. 

Each Constituent Conference shall have power to frame and amend 
its own Bye-Laws m conformity with the Articles and Bye-Laws of 
the conference and to regulate among other matters the election of 
delegates, and of Local Committees, and the holding of Sub-constituent 
Conferencs. Such Bye-Laws and Regulations shall be subject to the 
approval of the Standing Committee. 

Sub- constituent Conferences— If any, in different parts of the Area, shall send 
representatives to their Constituent Conference. 

Local Committees — Each Censtituent Conference shall elect a Local Committee 
to act as its Executive. 

ARTICLE V 

Power to make Bye-Laws 

1. The Standing Committee shall have power to make Bye-Laws and 
Regulations for the carrying on of the work of the Conference and 
to alter them and add to them, from time to time, as occasion may 
require. ( Ref. Section 55 Bye-laws and Regulations.) 

ARTICLE VI 

Alteration of Constitution 

0 

I The Constitution may not be altered except at an Annual Session 
by a four-fifths majority of the Delegates present, and provided that 
a notice of such proposed alteration shall have been sent in writing 
by registered post to every Local Committee of the Constituent 
Conferences three months before the Annual Session. 





Bye-Laws and Regulations 


Delegates 


Special 

Delegates 


CONFERENCE 

I Each Constituent Conference shall send throogh its 
Liaison Officer the names of the Delegates it has 
elected to represent it at the All India Conference 
Tliese mast inclade the Standing Committee Member 
for the current year It shall also clearly indicate 
which of the Delegates has been elected at its 
Standmg Committee Member for the next year and 
m order of preference give the names of two Dele 
gates to act in her stead at the Ajinnal SessioD if 
necessary It shall also send the nam^s of two 
Delegates for the Sab)ects-Comimttee These lists 
mast reach the Organising Secretary a month before 
the Annual Session Alterations if any should be 
sent without delay 

2 m a Standing Committee Member shall be one of the 
Delegates to attend the All India Conference and 
shall be chosen according to the local Constitution 
of each Area Dunng her term of office she should 
be resident in the Area she represents She shall 
hold office from the date of the first sitting of the 
new Standmg Committee held after the final Session 
of the annual Conference. 

3 The Delegates from each Constituent Conference 
shall mclude representatives from the Sub^conabtuent 
Conference if any At least three Delegates may 
be elected from (he headquarters of the Consbtuent 
Area 

4 No Soaetics or Bodies may independently send 
Delegates to the Conference. 

5 The Sub-cxecutrve Committee shall be empowered to 
invite Speaal Delegates under exccpUonsl cucum 
stances Local Committees through their Standing 
Committee Member may recommend such names to 
the Sub>execotive Committee 
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6 Any Gonstituent Conference wishing to invite the 
All-India Women’s Conference to meet within its 
Constituent Area, shall pass a Resolution to that 
effect and authorise its delegates to give the invi- 
tation at the forthcoming Annual Session for the 
following Session. 

7. The election of Office-bearers of the Conference, 
other than the President, shall take place annually. 

8. The Vice-Presidents shall be nominated by the Stan- 
ding Committee and elected by the Conference at the 
Annual Sessions. 

9. The election of the Organising Secretary and of 
the Treasurer shall be by ballot at the Annual 
Conference. 

10. Any vacancy among office-bearers of the Standing 
Committee which may occur between Annual Sessions 
shall be filled up and any similar vacancy among 
Vice-Presidents may be filled up by the Standing 
Committee from amongst . 

( a ) its own members, 

( & ) its past members, and 

( c ) in exceptional cases from among names sugges- 
ted by the Sub-Executive Committee three 
names being submitted to the Standing Commit- 
tee by the Organising Secretary or Chair- 
woman, and the person so elected to hold office 
only till the next Annual Sessions. 

11. At the Annual Session shall be presented : 

( {j ) The Annual Report by the Or- 
ganising Secretary, 

{b ) A duly audited Balance Sheet 
by the Treasurer. 

{c) Reports of Sectional and of 
Sub-committees, and 

{d ) Brief Reports of their j'ear’s 
work by Standing Committee 
Members. 


for adoption 


Invitation 


Vacanciee 


Business 
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Resolutions 


Language 


Railway 

CoQcesnoo 


Fees 


Reports 


Local Con 

ferences 

after 

Annual 

Session 
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(« ) Bnef Report of the Hono \ 
rary Secretary of All India / 

Womon » Educational Fund F 
Association j 

12 Resolutions and any other items for the Agenda 
of the Annual Session must reach the Organising 
and Sectional Secretaries six weeks before the 
Conference 

13 At the meetings of the Conference itself the speeches 
■ hall be as far as possible m the language of the 
place where the Conference is being held arrange 
meats shall be made to have any speeches in other 
languages translated 

\4 The Subjects Committee and the Standing Committee 
meetings shall be conducted in English 

15 The Organising Secretary shall arrange for railway 
coDcessions for delegates and visitors to and from 
the Conference 

16 Delegates to the Conference shall pay a fee of 
rupees ten 

17 The Delegates fees shall be equally divided 
between tbe Conference and the Reception Conv 
mittee* * 

!6 There shall be published annually a Report of the 
Conference with a statement of accounts duly 
audited by a Chartered or Government Accountant 
this Report shall be published m English Hindi and 
Urdu and it shall be issued within three months 
after the Annua! Session 

|9 Tbe Local Committee of each Constituent Area shall 
send as soon as possible a Report to the Organising 
Secretary giving an account of the Educational end 
Soda! Institutions and the educational and soda] 
conditions of the women and girls within its area 
and shall keep this information up-to-date by further 
Reports from time to time 

• Tb© paid to Roc ep t lo o Ctnnmh toe U Inlrtidod to sllow 

DeUfstea to fi** board and lodjln* daring flu Ammal 
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20 The Reports thus received by the Organising Secretary 
shall be kept to form the nucleus of a Reference 
Library. 

21. The Local Committee of every Constituent Area 
shall, as soon as possible after the Annual Confer- 
ence, hold a public meeting in its Area in order to 
give an exposition of the Conference 

22. All money received on behalf of the Conference shall 
be paid into an account or Bank accounts, in the 
name of the All-India Women’s Conference and all 
cheques issued, shall be signed by the Organising 
Secretary and the Treasurer. 

Standing Committee 

23 The President of the Conference shall be during her 
term of office, a member ex-officio of the Standing 
Committee. 

24. The Organising Secretary and the Treasurer of the 
Conference shall have the same ex-ofHcto offices in 
the Standing Committee. 

25 The Chairwoman and two Sectional Secretaries shall 
be elected by ballot by the Standing Committee at 
the Annual Session 

26. The ^tanding Committee shall administer the affairs 
of the Conference subject to the Constitution and to 
any general or special instructions issued at the 
Annual Session. 

27. The Standing Committee shall appoint a Sub-executive 
Committee to administer urgent affairs subject to the 
Constitution and in consonance with the Resolutions 
already passed at the Annual Sessions The trans- 
action of this Committee shall be duly recorded and 
laid before the Standing Committee at its next 
meeting for information or confirmation This Sub- 
execubve Committee shall consist of the Chairwoman, 
the Organising Secretary, the two Sectional Secre- 
taries, the Treasurer and three elected Standing 
Committee members [ see Art IV {d) ] appointed 
annually by the Standing Committee ( resident as far 
as possible within a convenient distance of the 
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OrgaruiiDg Secretary) The quoram shall consist 
of five 

28 The buamess of the Standing Committee shall be 
earned out by — 

( a ) Meeting 
( & ) Circulation 

( c ) Sub-executnre Committee ( eee Bye Law No 

27 ) 

29 Meetings of the Standing Conumttoo shall bo con- 
vened, by tbe Organismg Secretary or if she is 
unable to do so by a member deputed by her The 
Organising Secretary shall also call a meeting on 
the requisition of two-thirds of tbe members of tbe 
Committee 

30 Important propsals for deasion by circulation shall 
be sent by registered post to each member and the 
decision shall be made according to the majority 
of replies received The acadental failnre to receive 
any proposal does not invalidate tbe deasion arrived 
at If hovrever the majority of repLes received 
shows an objeebon to tbe matter being deaded by 
circulabon then tbe question shall be laid before the 
nest meeting of tbe standing Committee 

31 Any members wishing to bring forward, subjects 
for discussion at a meebng shall give four weeks 
nobce to the Organising Secretary who shall then 
insert the same on the Agenda 

32 The Agenda shall be sent by registered post to all 
members at least two weeks before tbe meetings 

33 The Mmutes of the Standing Committee meeting 
shall be kept by the Organising Secretary and shall 
be accessible to members of the Standing Committee 
A copy of the Minutes of Standing Co m mittee 
meetings shall be sent by registered post to all 
members whether present at the meeting or not 

34 The quorum for Standing Committee meebng shall 
be one sixth of the total number of tbe Standing 
Committee of which at least four shall be elected 
Standing Committee members [ See Article IV (d) I 
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*'•0 \. r.ncft ConntUucnc> nntl Stnntlmp Comnnllce 
Member slinll send m one nommnlion for the 
President within three niontlm nftcr llic Annual 
Session. The names arc then to be circulated to 
the Constituencies and Standing Committee members 
in nlpbabclical order. Voting papers will be sent to 
each Constituency and Standing Committee member 
who will send their voles by registered post to 
reach the Honorary Organising Secretary a fortnight 
before the half-yearly meeting. No nominations or 
elections will be considered after the dates 
mentioned here. ” 

dOB. That every Constituency shall be asked to submit 
names of those who are suitable for the offices of 
the Chairwoman, Treasurer and the Organising 
Secretary, and are likely to accept these offices 
These names shall then be circulated again to all 
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ALL INDIA WOMEN’S CONFERENCE 


SecboxuJ 

Committeet 


Sub committe«t 


ContUtuenacs by the Organising Secretary so that 
the Delegates attending the Annual Session vnli 
have had ample time to find out all abont the 
possible office-holders 

A\ There shall be two Sectional Committees one for 
Educational Reform and one for Social Reform. 
Each Committee shall include the Sectional Secretary 
Conveners of the Sub-committees of that Section if 
any two members elected by the Standing Committee 
representsbves of those whom the years programme 
of work will chiefly affect and experts competent 
to deal with the work m view The latter shall be 
co-opted by Sectional Comimttee In Constituent 
Areas the Sectional Committees shall work through^ 
or with the consent of the Local Comrmttees 

42 The Standing Comittee and Sectional Comrmttees shall 
have the povrer to appoint such Sub~committees and 
their Conveners as shall be required to carry on the 
work of the Conference 

43 The Chsirwoman and the Organising Secretary shall 
have the right to attend as ordmary members any 
of the Sab-Committee meetmgs if they wish to 
do so 

44 Conveners of Sulvcommittees shall have power to fill 
vacancies on the Sub-committees and to obtam the 
co-operaboD of experts 

45 Conveners of Sub-commiUees shall send a report 
of their Sub-coramittees work to the Orgamsmg and 
Secbonal Secretanes twice within the year t e once 
five months after the Annual Session and again une 
month before the next Annual Session. 

46 The Convener of each Sub-committee shall be 
allotted a certam sum for the expenses of the Sub- 
committeei any further expenditure shall be considered 
by the Staodding Committee who shall dedde whether 
to allot further sums or nob 

46.A. When appointing any Committee or Snb-committee 
the appoinbng Committee shall clearly define the 
powers of and the work to be done by such 
Committee 
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A7. The Standing Committee Member of each Constituent 
Area shall be the Liaison Officer between that 
Area and the Organising Secretary of the Conference. 
In case of emergency she may delegate her duties 
as Liaison Officer to a member of the Local Com- 
mittee approved by that Committee. 

dS. Where there is no member to represent a Constituent 
Area, the Organising Secretary of the All-India Con- 
ference shall deal directly with the Secretary of the 
Local Committee of that Area. 

d9 The Standing Committee Member of any Constituent 
Area shall, as its Liaison Officer, be cx^offteto 
member of the Local Committee of that Area, and 
of the Reception Committee of her Area when 
such exists. 

50 Each Standing Committee Member shall be respon- 
sible for forwarding to the Organising and Sectional 
Secretaries the Resolutions passed in her Consti- 
tuent Conference. She shall also send to the 
Organising Secretary the number present at the 
Constituent Conference and the names and addres- 
ses of the delegates elected thereat to attend the 
All-India Women’s Conference. This information 
must reach the Secretaries six weeks before the 
Annual Session. 

51. Each Standing Committee Member shall submit a 
report of the work done in her Constituent Area to 
the Organising Secretary five months after each 
Annual Conference, and another one month before 
the next one She shall also submit for adoption 
at the Conference a brief report of the year’s work 
in her Constituent Area. 

52. Each Standing Committee Member acting on behalf 
of the Local Committee of the Constituent Area in 
which the Conference is to be held, shall convene a 
public meeting at which arrangements for a Reception 

Committee of women shall be made. 

53. The Standing Committee Member shall put the 
Conveners of the Sub-committees of the All-India 
Women’s Conference in touch with the Conveners of 
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Scch^ial 

Cominitte«« 


Sub'C ommiUeet 


Consbtuencies by the Organising Secretary bo that 
the Delegates attending the Annual Session \viU 
have had ample time to find out all about the 
possible office-holders 

41 There shall be two Sectional Committees one for 
Educational Reform and one for Soaal Reform. 
Each Committee shall mdude the Sectional Secretary 
Conveners of the Sub-committees of that Section if 
any two members elected by the Standing Committee 
representstives of those whom the years programme 
of vrork will chiefly affect and experts competent 
to deal with the work in view The latter ihall be 
co-opted by Sectional Committee In Consbtuent 
Areas the Sectional Committees shall work throngh 
or with the consent of the Local Committees 

42 The Standing Comittee and Sectional Committees shall 
have the power to appomt such Sub~committees and 
their Conveners as shall be reijuired to carry on the 
work of the Conference 

43 The Chairwoman and the Organising Secretary shall 
have the ngbt to attend as ordmary members any 
of the Sob-Committee meetings if they wish to 
do so 

44 Conveners of Sub-committees shall have power to fill 
vacanaes on the Sub-committees and to obtam the 
co-operation of experts 

45 Conveners of Sub-commitlees shall send a report 
of their Sub-committeee work to the Orgamsing and 
Sectional Secretaries twice within the year i, e once 
five months alter the Annual Session and again one 
month before the next Annual Session 

46 The Convener of each Sub-committee shall be 
allotted a certain sum for the expenses of the Sub- 
committee any farther expenditure shall be considered 
by the Standding Committee who shall deade whether 
to allot farther sums or not. 

46JL When appoinhng any Committee or Sub-committee 
the appointing Committee shall clearly define the 
powers of and the work to be done by such 
Committee 
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DUTIES OF STANDING COMMITTEE MEMBERS 


J7. The Standing Committee Member of each Constituent 
Area shall be the Liaison Officer between that 
Area and the Organising Secretnr 3 ’ of the Conference. 
In case of emergency she may delegate her duties 
as Liaison Officer to a member of the Local Com- 
mittee approved by that Committee. 

Where there is no member to represent a Constituent 
Area, the Organising Secretary' of the All-India Con- 
ference shall deal directlj' with the Secretarj of the 
Local Committee of that Area. 

49. The Standing Committee Member of an>* Constituent 
Area shall, as its Liaison Officer, be < \-offtito 
member of the Local Committee of that Area, and 
of the Reception Committee of her Aren when 
such exists. 

50. Each Standing Committee Member shall be lespon- 
sible for forwarding to the Organising and Sectional 
Secretaries the Resolutions passed in her Consti- 
tuent Conference. She shall also send to the 
Organising Secretary the number present at the 
Constituent Conference and tlie names and addres- 
ses of the delegates elected thereat to attend the 
All-India Women’s Conference. This information 
must reach the Secretaries six weeks before the 
Annual Session 

51. Each Standing Committee Member shall submit a 
report of the work done in her Constituent Aion to 
the Organising Secretary five months after each 
Annual Conference, and another one month before 
the next one. She shall also submit for adoption 
at the Conference a brief report of the year's work 
in her Constituent Area, 

52. Each Standing Committee Member acting on behalf 
of the Local Committee of the Constituent Aren in 
which the Conference is to bo held, shall convene a 
public meeting at which arrangements for a Reception 
Committee of women shall be made. 

53. The Standing Committee Member shall pul the 
Conveners of the Sub-committecs of the All-India 
Women’s Conference in touch with the Conveners of 
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similar Sul>>coronuttees of her Constituent Conference 
when such exist 

54 The Standing Committee Members shall arrive 
(designate members also if possible) at the place 
where the Annual Conferenca moots two days be 
fore the Conference and the new Standing Com 
mittee memSors shall remain for two days after 
its close 

55 These Bye laws and Regolations may not be alter 
ed or added to except by the Standing Committee 
at one of its meetings held at the time of an Annu 
al Session by a two-tbirds maionty of the members 
present and provided tbat a notice of such pro 
posed alterahon or addition shall have been sent 
In writing by registered i>oat to every member 
of the StancHng Committee three months before the 
Annual Session 

56. After formal dtscnssion at the Half Yearly meeting 
of the Provisional Pragramme the Horn Orgamsmg 
Secretary should be empowered to fix the programme 
finally in consultation vnth the Standing Committee 
Member of the place where the Annual Session 
IS to be held. 

57 The Educational and Social Section Secetaries 
and the Hon Treasurer shall be present at the 
Standing Committee Meeting and failing to attend 
the meetmg personally they shall send their own 
representatives and preferably from the Sectional 
Committee 

58 Except when personal opinion is solicited the Stand 
mg Comraitlcc member should without delay inform 
the Local Chairwoman and the Local Secretary of 
the Grculars received from the A I W C. 

(tf) The Organising Secretary shall send uplo three 
extra copies of each circular to a Standing Commit 
tee member to faahtat'i the work of her Constituency 
on payment of Rs 10/- annually 

59 Past Presidents shall have the right to come to any 

Conf ^ ns " and shall exercise 

the Z 
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similar Sub-committees of her Constituent Conference 
when such exist 

54 The Standing Committee Members shall arrive 
(designate members also if possible) at the place 
where the Annual Conference meets two days be 
fore the Conference and the new Standing Com 
mittee memSern shall remain for two days after 
its close 

55 These Bye laws and Rcgolations may not be alter 
ed or added to except by the Standmg Committee 
at one of its meetings held at the hme of an Annu 
b 1 Session by a two-thirds majority of the members 
present and provided that a notice of such pro- 
posed alterabon or addition shall have been sent 
m writing by registered post to every member 
of the Standing Committee three months before the 
Annual Session 

56. After formal discussion at the Half Yearly meeting 
of the Provisional Pragramme the Hon Orgamimg 
Secretary should be empowered to fix the programme 
finally m consultation with the Standing Committee 
Member of the place where the Annual Session 
18 to be held. 

57 The Educational and Social Section Secetanes 
and the Hon TreaBurer shall be preient at the 
Standing Committee Meeting and failing to attend 
the meetmg personally they shall send their own 
representatives and preferably from the Sectional 
Committee. 

56 Except when personal opinion is solicited the Stand 
mg Committee member should without delay inform 
the Local Chairwoman and the Local Secretary of 
the Grculars received from the A I W C. 

(a) The Organising Secretary shall send opto three 
extra copies of each circular to a Standing Commit 
tee member to facilitnt'n the work of her Consbtuoncy 
on payment of Rs 10/- annually 

59 Past Presidents shall have the right to come to any 
Conference as Special Delegates and shall exercise 
the rights of Spoaal Delegotes 
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simQar Sub^oroimtteea of her Constituent Conference 
when such exist 

54 The Standing Committee Members shall arrive 
(designate members also if possible) at the place 
where the Annual Conference meets two days be 
fore the Conference and the new Standing Com 
mittco mem‘><“rn shall remain for two days after 
its close 

55 These Bye laws and Regulations may not be alter 
ed or added to except by the Standing Committee 
at one of its meetings held at the time of an Annu 
b 1 Session by a two-thirds majority of the members 
present and provided that a notice of such pro- 
posed alteration or addition shaU have been sent 
in wribng by registered post to every member 
of the Standing Committee three months before the 
Annual Session 

56. After formal discussion at the Half Yearly meebng 
of the Pronsionel Pragramme the Hon Organiamg 
Secretary should be empowered to fix the programme 
finally in consultabon with the Standing Committee 
Member of the place where the Annual Session 
18 to be he]d> 

57 The E^ucabonai nnd Social Seebon Secetanes 
and the Hon Treasurer shall be present at the 
Standing Committee Meebng and failing to attend 
the meebng personally they shall send their own 
repreientabves and preferably from the Sectional 
Committee 

58. Except when personal opmion is solicited the Stand 
ing Committee member shbuld without delay inform 
the Local Chairwoman and the Local Secretary of 
the Grculars received from the A. I W G 
(e) The Organising Secretary shall send upto three 
extra copies of each circular to a Stonding Commit 
tee member to facilitate the work of her Consbtuency 
on payment of Rs 10/- annually 

59 Past Presidents shall hove the right to come to any 
Conference as Special Delegates and shall ezerase 
the rights of Special Delegates 
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60. (tr) Ex-Officc bearors of the Conference may be sup- Ex-Office- 
plied %\itb Circulars, Minutes and Reports on payment Bearers 
of Rs. 10 annually. 

(&) Ex-Chairwomen, Ex-Honorary Treasurers, Ex- 
Honorary Organising Secretaries, and Ex-Sectional 
Secretaries may attend Standing Committee meetings 
as members without a vote provided they pay an 
annual subscription of Rs. 10 to the Conference. 


RULES OF PROCEDURE 

1. All Resolutions concerning changes of (a) Consti- Resolution 
tution, (b) Bye-Laws and Regulations, must reach 

the Organising Secretary four months before the date 
of the Annual Conference. 

2. Attention is drawn to Rule 12 which reads : 

“ Resolutions, and any other items for the Agenda 
of the Annual Session, must reach the Organising 
and Sectional Secretaries six weeks before the 
Conference. ’’ 

3 Only Resolutions sent in by the Constituent Con- 
ference can be placed on the Agenda of the Annual 
Session, but exceptions may be made in the case 
of urgent and important matters at the discretion of 
the Sub-executive Committee, 

^ 4. Each Standing Committee Member shall send a 
copy of all the Resolutions her Constituency wishes 
to have placed on the Agenda to each of the 
following : 

( a ) The Organising Secretary, 

(&) The Educational Section Secrolniy, 

( c ) The Social Section Secretary, 

not later than six weeks before the Annual Snwlnut 

5. Euch Constituent Conference shall send in its 
solutions classified as follows: 

I. Educational 

II. Social 

These to be further classified afl— 

{a) Urgent, Resolutions urgent because of ponding 
legislation, etc. 
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60. (cr) Ex-Off ice bearers of the Conference may be sup- 
plied witb Circulars, Minutes and Reports on payment 
of Rs. 10 annually. 

(b) Ex- Chairwomen, Ex-Honorary Treasurers, Ex- 
Honorary Organising Secretaries, and Ex-Sectional 
Secretaries may attend Standing Committee meetings 
as members without a vote provided they pay an 
annual subscription of Rs. 10 to the Conference. 


RULES OF PROCEDURE 

1. All Resolutions concerning changes of {a) Consti- 
tution. (6) Bye-Laws and Regulations, must reach 
the Organising Secretary four months before the date 
of the Annual Conference. 

2. Attention is drawn to Rule 12 which reads ; 

“ Resolutions, and any other items for the Agenda 
of the Annual Session, must reach the Organising 
and Sectional Secretaries six weeks before the 
Conference. ” 

3 Only Resolutions sent in by the Constituent Con- 
ference can be placed on the Agenda of the Annual 
Session, but exceptions may be made in the case 
of urgent and important matters at the discretion of 
the Sub-executive Committee. 

4. p.ach Standing Committee Member shall send a 
copy of all the Resolutions her Constituency wishes 
to have placed on the Agenda to each of the 
following ; 

( a ) The Organising Secretary, 

( & ) The Educational Section Secretary, 

( c ) The Social Section Secretary. 

not later than six weeks before the Annual Session. 

5. Euch Constituent Conference shall send m its Re- 
solutions classified as follows; 

I. Educational 

II. Social 

These to be further classified as— 

( <7 ) Urgent. Resolutions urgent because of pending 
legislation, etc. 
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{ 6 ) Re*olubon8 ore considered as of first 

clAss importance because of tbeir All India 
application 

( c ) Lc>cal for vrbich tbe backing of the Omferencc 
x0 desired 

( ^ ) Lcrcal Resolutions of only local importance for 
Information. 

6 The ReAcilubons sent up which cover alterations of 
Resoluti^Q* already embodied in the Memorandum of 
importati^ resolutions should be so worded as to 
as^ ior or Aa^eAon «tT*iinn xiraasBa 

in defin>^ paragraphs of the Memorandum. 

7 As sooA possible after receiving these Resolu- 
tions eAch Secbonal Secretary shall issue copies of 
all the Rosolubons received concerning her secbon. 
classified ^ ^ These lists shall be issued to 

each StAudmg Committee Member who will be supphed 
withcop>®* for disbibution among the delegates of her 
Consbti^^<^7 amendments mvitecL Such amend 
meats shall reach the Organising Secretary and the 
SectionA^ Secretaries at least two weeks before the 
Annual Session 

Re: Subjects g Each ^cbonal Secretary shall prepare copies in 

Committee cludmg these amendments for members of the 

Subject^ Committee. 

9 The SobjectS'Conmuttee consists of 

( <j ] al^ the Standing Committee Members 
( b ) addibonal membera appointed for the 

purpose ^7 each Local Committee who shall be 
known the Subjects Committee Members 
( c ) Tho same rule as to subsbtute for the Sub> 
jects Co^^^^ittee Member shall be in force as for 
Standing Committee Member ( See Bye Law I ) 

10 . The Subjects Comrmttee shall go through the clatslfled 
copies including the amendments and shall determine 
the nuii^ber and order of Resolutions to be taken up 
nt the C'P*** Conference 

1 1 Copies Resolubons as prepared by the Subjects* 
Committee shall be given to each Delegate at the 
time of regtslrnbon possTb’le') They will also be 
obtainable at the Enquiry Office 
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^2 Ar»> Dclcitblc %\inljinp to mnKc further nmcnclnicnls 
'^houlti pivc lliem in wrilinf: nl the Hnquiry Office before 
noon on tlic <Iny prcMOU*; to llic Sccltonal Silltnp 
elcnlmp wiili the 'lubjecl Durnif: llic Sectional Sitting 
'an> Dclcpntc wj'sliing to propo'ie an amendment 
sliould '■end it in writing to llic Ciiair. 

13 Urpent I'ic'^olution*; 

( <: ) Prom the Chair 

{ h) l^roposcd and seconded in tlic nsunl way 

Time allowed,— Proposer 5 minutes 
Seconder 3 
Supporter 3 

Order*— \s determined bj the Subjccts-Committec, 
Language --The fir'll tlircc speakers shall as far os 
possible speak m different languages. 

The Resolution shall then be thrown open to 
general discussion; each speaker being allowed not more 
than three minutes except with the consent of the 
President, After half an hour the President shall inform 
the House and take its sense as to further discussion 
The amount of time devoted to general discussion is 
also left to the discretion of the President 

H. Voting shall be, in the first instance, by show of 
hands. 

15. If a count is called for. Delegates shall be asked to 
stand, and may not sit until their vote has been 
taken. 

16 The Standing Committee shall appoint four or six 
tellers to count voters. 

17. Visitors and Reception Committee Members who are 
not Delegates shall §e seated apart from the Dele- 
gates; and shall, if possible, have a separate 
entrance to the Hall. 

1 8. Volunteers shall be responsible for the proper 
sittings of Delegates, voters, etc. 

19. Gentlemen-Visitors shall be admitted only to the 
Opening Ceremony. 

20. Men Reporters, if present, shall be so seated as not 
to prevent Purdah ladies from taking part in the 
proceedings 


Procedure 
for Sectior 
Sittings 


Voting 


Visitors 
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6 All communitieft and clastes of women should bo invited to attend 
the meeting 

7 A popular and capable woman should be proposed and seconded to 
to the Chair to preside over the meeting 

8. The organiser should give a short history of the A. I W C. 
TQ the language which would be understood by most of the women 
attendmg 

9 Reference should be made to the past Annual Sitbngs of the A 1 
W C- at Poona Delhi Patna Bombay Lahore Madras* Lucknow Calcutta 
Karachi and Trivandrum 

10 Resolutions passed at the last Annua) Conference should be read 
and explained 

11 The policy aims and objects as laid down m Article II of the Con 
stitubon of the A 1 W C. should he read and explained Further cxplanabons 
should be based on the Memorandom 

12. A resolabon should he duly moved and seconded—that the place or 
area forms itself into a new Centre and becomes a Consbtuent Aea of the 
A I W C 

|3 The duties of the Standing Committee Memlwr should be read from 
the Consbtubon of A I W C, and explained 

M The meebng should elect a capable woman as its Standing Committee 
Member of A I W C 

15 A Local Comimttee should be elected to act as the Ezecubve of the 
Constituent Area formed 

16 A Chairwoman should be elected wbo will preside over the meet 
mgs of the Local Committee 

16 (a) A Secretary and a Treasurer should also be appointed. 

17 The Local Committee should be rcprcsentabre coniistmg of at 
least one member of every community Iivmg ra that Area 

]8 Rules for guidance of the Local Committee should be framed or the 
meeting can delegate the Local Committee to frame the Rules 

19 The meeting should proce e d to discuss any important question of 
that Area affeebng women and children and ask the Local Committee to take 
such steps as are necessary 

20 With a rote of thanks to the Chair the meeting disperses 

21 After the preliminary meeting doicnbed above it held at the 
head-quarters the Standing Committee Member m consultabon with the Local 
Committee should organise similar meetings in the distncl which will establish 
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branches of the Constituent Area, and appoint a local Chairwoman, a Secretary 
and a Treasurer, if necessary. 

22 The following Rules with necessary alterations to suit the conditions 
of the place should be adopted by the Local Committee who shall place 
these Rules at the Annual Constituent Conference of that Area for adopting, 
and sending to the Annual Session of the A. 1. W. C. for its approval. " ’ 

Constitution for the Constituent Areas 

The name of the organisation will be ‘ The (name of the place) Women’s 
Conference Committee on Educational and Social Reforms’. 

Aims and Objects 

1. To carry out the directions and ideals of the All-lndia Women’s 
Conference. 

2 To promote education in all stages. 

3 To deal with questions affecting the welfare of women and children. 
Subscription 

Membership subscription should be in accordance with local conditions. 
Committee 

Standing Committee Member ( ex-officto -X, should, if possible, be the 
Secretary. 

President ( ex-officio ). One who presides at the Annual Constituent 
Conference. 

Chairwoman. To preside over the Local Committee meettings. 

Secretary. Who should, if possible, be the Standing Committee Member 
Joint Secretary ( if necessary ) 

Treasurer. 

Representative members not exceeding twenty. 

Liaison officers representing districts. 

Chairwoman, Secretary and ail Office-bearers of the A. I. W. C. 
Constituent Conference 

A Constituent Conference is a public meeting of women in a Constituent 
Area from which lO delegates are elected to represent that Area at the 
All-India Women’s Conference. The Constituent Conference should elect at 
least 10 more to be on the waiting list in order of preference to be sent to 
the Annual Sessions cl the A. I. W. C, if the first lO elected delegates 
fail to go. 

A meeting shall fix the headquarters of the Constituent Conference. 
Sub-conferences may then be started at various localities in that unit which 
will send delegates to the Constituent Conference. 
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AfBliabon fee 

With effect from the year beffmoing on the let November 1936 each 
Cosbtuebt Area shall send a minimum affiliation fee of Rt 25 ae soon a« 
possible after the Annual Session of the All India Women e Conference and 
before the half yearly meeting of the Standing Committee The fee must 
be Bent to the Honorary Treasurer before the names of the delegates 
are sent in 

Sub>Conatituenaes on payment of Ra 10 annually direct to the Hon 
Treasurer and mforoung the same to the Hon Organismg Secretary shall he 
entitled to receive the usual orculara and two copies of the Annual Report 

Roles 

] The Local Committee shall meet once a month 

2 In case of the Chairwoman s absence the members present shall 
elect one from among the members to act as Chairwoman for 
that meeting 

3 Five members to form a qooram 

4 Tbe Cbairwoman and Secretaries to prepare an Agenda for such 
meeting 

5 Subiects on the Agenda shall only be discussed and voted on 

6 Any member wishing to brmg forward a subject shall give a 
fortnight a nobce to the Secretary 

7 Subjects Under discussion to be decided by votes 

8 The Chairwoman has the castmg vote. 

9 Any member absentmg berself for three consecutive meetings 
without showing good reason shall be deemed to have vacated 
her appointment and the Committee shall duly elect another 
in her place 

10 Rule 9 sliall not apply to co-opted or district members 

11 Snb-committees shall be formed with Conveners in charge of 
each section 

12 The Local Committee shall arrange to hold the Annual Constituent 
Conference at least seven weeks before the All India Women s 
Conference 

13 Sub- co nstituent CommItteeB to be Informed by the Constituent 
Committee to bold tbeir meetings about a fortnight before the 
Constituent Conference 

14 The new Standing Committee Member soon after her return from 
tbe A. I W C sbsU call a meeting m her area to elect the Local 
(oiganismg) Committee. 



STATEMENT REGARDING REGISTRATION 


Tlic All-Indm Women’s Conference has been duly registered under the 
Societies Registration Act XXI of I860 on the l8th July, 1930. 

Memorandum of Association of the All-India Women’s Conference 

1. The name of tlic Conference shall be "The All-India Women’s 
Conference. ” 

2. The Conference shall not engage in party politics but unite on such 
points as affect women and children. 

3. The objects of the conference shall be* 

{ ) To promote in India the education of both sexes at all 
stages; 

( 6 ) To deal with all questions affecting the welfare of women 
and children. 

Signatures of Witnesses 

(Sd.) Sarojini Naidu 

,, Sushama Sen 

,, Margaret Cousins 

,, Rameshwari Nehru 

„ A. L. Huidekoper 

„ Sharifah Hamid AH 

„ Kamala Devi Chattopadhyaya 

4. The Standing Committee Members become the Governing Body of 
the Association. 



the ALL-INDIA 

Receipts and Payments Account 



Rs Ab P 

Rb 

Ai 

1 P 

fo Balance on Itt Noveuiber 1935 — 





Fixed Depoaits in the Bank of India 

2 639 6 0 




National Bank 

600 0 0 




With the National Bank of India 

1421 7 3 




With the Organising Secretary 

100 15 3 




With the Present Organising Secretary 

132 II 0 

4 894 

7 

6 

"o Registration Fees of Delegates 


1 530 

0 

0 

Donations — 





Mrs Salamat (Oudh) 

100 0 0 




Reception Committee (Trivandrum) 

702 0 0 

802 

0 

0 

Affaliation Fees 


655 

0 

0 

Vicc-Prosidentship Fees 


30 

0 

0 

Constitution Sulr-Committee Expenses (1934-35) 

15 

0 

0 

Adjustment of Reception Committee Expenses (1934-35) 

lO 

0 

0 

Constitnencies and Suh-Constituencies For Extra copies of 




circulars 

30 0 0 




Mrs Fandoonji for copies of curculars 

10 0 0 

40 

0 

0 

Sale proceeds of Annual Reports 


79 

7 

0 

Woman Organiser for Minos 


239 

0 

0 

Interest on fixed Deposits 

72 9 0 




Interest on Bank Current Account 

23 10 0 

96 

3 

0 


R» 8,391 1 6 


Bombay 18tb December 1336 



WOMEN’S CONFERENCE 

for the Yeai tnulinr 31 Oclober 1D33 


K*'. A-. P. R^. As. P. 


t)\ A<\ <'f RerrptuMi O’tnintttcr ! \pcn'‘'CS 

Otr.nnP'i.ir 3rrrrt ’r\ *' Of!u<' l,\nrn.r'" 

Prcvmu'i Of *■ 1 

^'^r StJ'n<5»nr ^ oMinrtlcc*' i^.coUuion o (6-12-35 
Pru'.linr .sntl 

Set *'■ 1 60 0 0 

iMit, Unt '" etpenr'^s (1*^3 *1 3.‘>) 100 0 0 

Cr^n* s»iii!uin Suli-Coinj.uUrc I '■pen’t*** 

I'thicntmnril Srcrclr'rt*- L\prn*"cn 
Monnrnj> I rrnnurrr '•> ctprn*icn 

Con\riirt \n‘.«-C6jl<l M.''rmrc Coinmtiiec Lxpenses 
Purrhrrr tif Nrv, *i \ j>cv. rttcr 
BooU/ In Mi*'n X'nircnt 

Af(ihslu>n I'cc lo il\c Inlcrnntion.nl Allinnce 
of Women for Suffrn^jc mul Ltju.'vl Cilucnship 
Bnnk Chntpcs .. ... 

Balance as on 31 st Ocober. I ^^36 


I'jNcd Dcpo'iiti. in the Bank of India 

2.711 

15 

0 

,, tlic Naltonnl Bank 

600 

0 

0 

Wuh ibc NnUonnl Bank 

. 901 

6 

3 

Willi lUc present Organising Secretary 

.. 46 

6 

0 

With the Educational Secretary 

47 

14 

0 

With Social Secretary 

30 

0 

0 

With the Hon. Treasurer 

11 

8 

6 


. 765 0 0 
2,108 13 3 

. . 100 15 3 
437 0 6 

160 0 0 
20 0 0 

52 2 0 

13 7 1) 

46 12 0 

284 0 

... 14 6 0 

27 15 6 

. 10 9 9 


4.041 ]j 9 


4,349 I 9 


Rs. 8,391 I 9 

^ Details of Ihc office expenses of the 


Honorary Organising Secretary — 


Salary of clerk with allowance 

1,036 

7 

0 

Clerk’s Travelling Allowance 

260 

1 

9 

Telegrams 

94 

3 

0 

Registration 

40 14 

0 

Postage 

407 

12 

9 

Stationery 

163 

12 

6 

Repairs to Duplicator 

14 

5 

0 

Miscellaneous 

3 

1 

6 

Office Shifting expenses 

88 

5 

9 

Rs. 

2,108 

15 

”3 

Examined and found correct. 



Sorab S. Engineer &. Co. 

G. J. Bhadurji, 



Incorporated Accountants. 

Honorary Treasurer, 



Registered Accountants, 

All-India Women’s Conference. 



Honorary Auditors. 
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Nov 15th 

Resolutioot passed at the Conabtueat and Sub Constituent Conferences 
to be sent to the Hon Organising Secretary and Sectional Secrctanes before 
the I5th November at the latest (Bye Law No 12 and rules of Procedure 
Nos 1 and 2) 

Names of Delegates and Substitutes names of Standing Committee 
Members and names of two members for the Subjects Committee to be sent 
to the Hon Organising Secretary before the 15th November (Bye Law No 1 
Rules of Procedure No 3 4 and 5) 

Items for the Agenda of the Annual Standing Committee Meeting m 
December to be sent to tbe Hon Organismg Secretary by tbo 15lh of 
November (Bye Law No 31) 

Constituent Conference Reports also to be soot by the 15th November 
December 

The All-India Women s Conference Session provisjonaJly fixed to be 
held at Nagpur during the last week of December 

N B The final hst of Delegates for the Anneal Session should reach 
the Hon Organising Secretary and the Reception Comimttec 15 days before 
the Conference at the latest 

Aiiy change tn the above wQl be m ttme 



Appendix B 


SECTIONAL AND SUB-COMMITTEES 


Sub-Exccutivc Committee 

Chairwoman (Mrs. Ammu Swnmtnn- 
dhnn, Gilchrist Gardens, Chetput, 

Madras). 

Hon. Organising Secretary (Mrs. Dina 
Asana, Opposite Gujarat College, 

Ahmedabad). 
Hon. Treasurer (Mrs. G. R. Bilhmoria, 
Thoburn House, Apollo Bunder, 

Bombay). 

Educational Section Secretary (Miss Z. 

Lazarus, Tumkur, Mysore Slate). 
Social Section Secretary (Mrs. J. R 
Doctor, Hirjt Mansion, 93, Gowalia 
*^1 ank Road, P. O Malabar Hill, 

Bombay). 

Mrs S. C. Mazumdar, 104, Russa 
Road, Tollygungc, Calcutta 
Rajkumari' Amrit Kaur, Jullundur City, 

Punjab. 

Miss. K. Easwari Amma, Lecturer m 
English, Arts College, Trivandrum, 

Travancore. 

C nstitution Sub-Committee 

Miss Leilamani Naidu (Convener), The 
Golden Threshold, Hyderabad (Deccan) 
Ram LakshmibaiRajwade, Gwahor.C.I. 
Mrs. G.R. Bilhmoria, Thoburn House, 
Apollo Bunder, Bombay. 
Mrs. Rustomji Faridoonji, Khairtabad, 
Hyderabad (Deccan). 
Mrs. S.C. Mukerjee, 9, Lower Rawdon 

Stieet, Calcutta. 
Miss D. B. Hassan, Latif Manzil, 

Panipat, Punjab, 


Mrs, Lakshmi N. Mcnon, 1, Badsha 

Bagh, Lucknow. 
Mrs. Hansa Mehta, Khambatta Hall, 
16. Altmont Road, Bombay, 
Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, Jullundur City, 

Punjab. 

Educational Section Committee 
Miss Z, Lazarus (Sectional Secretary). 

Tumkur, Mysore State 
Miss R Reuben, Chembur, Bombay 

(Suburban Dist). 
Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, Jullundur City, 

Punjab. 

Mrs. Lakshmi N. Menon, 1, Badsha 

Bagh, Lucknow. 
Miss K. B. Ferozuddion, Inspectress, 
Girls’ Schools, Lahore. 
Dr. Mrs. Malinibai Sukthankar, Shan- 
taram House, Malabar Hill, Bombay. 

Miss K. Easwari Amma, Lecturer, 
Arts College, Trivandrum. 
Mrs. Hannah Sen, Lady Irwin College, 
1, Sikandra Road, New Delhi. 
Mrs Gangubai Patwardhan, Dandia 

Bazaar, Baroda, 
Mrs. Urmila Mehta, 15th Khar Road, 

Bombay. 

Miss Tarangini Nilkanth, Bhadra, 

Ahmedabad. 

Miss Manorama Bose, 1/2, Harish 
Mukerjee Road, Gokhale Memorial 

School, Calcutta. 
Miss D.t B, Hasan, Latif Manzil, 

Panipat, Punjab, 
Miss S. Pandit, Arya Kanya 

Mahavidyalaya, Baroda. 
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Common Lanfnage Sub CommiUee 

Mitt R Reuben (Convener) Cbembur 
Bombay (Suburban Ditt ) 
Rani Lakthsubai Raiwade Gwalior 
C. i 

Mita Amy Ruttomji Bebestan Colaba 
Road Bombay 
Mra Urmila Mehta 1 5th Kkar Road 
Bombay 

Mrs S C. Roy 36 Wellragton Street 
Calcutta 

Mra Premlila Mehta^ C/o Supdt. 

RMS Baroda 
Mra Devatahayam C|o Mra Pitha> 
vadian Lawdert Gate Road Vepery 
Madraa. 

Mrt Mandyam, 114 Vitwetwarapturam 
Bangalore city 
Mrs Yetubat KulkamL 636 Shanwar 
Poona, 2 

Mrt Naluu Kiithna Rau. 4 Roberta 
Road New Delhi 

Common Language Sob Committee 

IVlitt D B Hataan (Convener) Labi 
Manzil Panipat, Punjab 
MittJ E. Copeland 24 Rajpore Road 
Delhi 

Mrs Ataf Ah Cucha Chelan Darya 
gunge Delhi 
Mrt Sbarda Mehta Elba Bridge 
Abmedabad 

Shn Gounkutty Secretary S N V 
Women t Attodation, Thycand 
Trivandrum 

Mrt S Jankiamma 114 Vitwetwara 
puram. Bangalore City 
j4j-» T Patvrardhan Seva Sadan 
Poona 

Mrt T Bharalhi Amma Emaculum 
Cochin State 


Vocational Sob-Committce 

Mitt S Pandit (Convener) Arya 
Kanya Maha VidyaJaya Baroda, 
Shrunati Mndulaben Sarabhai The 
Retreat, Shahibagh, Abmedabad, 
Mra N M Raiji 6S Nepean Sea 
Road Bombay 

Health Sab>Committee 
Dr Mrt, Malmibai Sukthankhr (Con 


verier) Sbantram Houto 
Hill Bombay 

Malabar 

Mrt N M. Raiji 68 Nepean Sea 
Road Bombay 

Dr Mitt G, D Madora 
Abmedabad 

Bhadra 

Mrt Varubai Sbevde 6I6 
Poona 2 

Shanwar 

Dr Mitt B Natarajan 
Road, Delhi 

Nicholton 


Mitt A V Van Doren Byramji Road, 
Nagpur 


Social Section Committee 

Mrt J R Doctor (Section Secretary) 
Huji Mention 93 Gowalia Tank 
Rond P O Malabar Hill Bombay 

Mrt Sarojmi Mehta (Convener Anti 
Child Marriage Sub-Committee ) 

Rajkuman Amrit Kaur ( Convener 
Rural Reconitruction Sub-Corn 
nnttee) 

Mrt Brijlal Nehni (Convener Hanjan 
Sub- Committee) 

Mrt Lakthnu N Monon (Convenor 
Opium & Other Narcotic Drugt Sub 
Committee) 

Mra S N Ray (Convener Special 
Committee on Legal Ditnbilitiet) 

Mrt Ataf All (Convener Lcgitlation 
Sub- Committee) 
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Ran? l-nkshmibai Rnjwndc (Convener, 
Franc’iiisc Sub-Commitlcc). 

Mr?. Saiid"imini Mehta, 24, Ray Street, 
Calcutta. 

Mrs. N M. Rniji, 68, Nepean Sea 
Rond, Bomba>. 

Miss Indumati Mehta, Khamassa Gate, 

Ahmcdabnd. 

Anti-Child Marriage Sub-Committee 

Mrs. Sarojini Mehta, 6, Tan)ira 
Chambers Wodchousc Rond, Bombay. 

Mrs. Lakshmi N Menon. 1, Badahn 
Bagh, Lucknow U. P. 

Miss Shyam Kumari Nehru, I, Prnyag 
Street, Allahab.id. 

Mrs. Brijlal Nehru 15, Tughaiak Rond, 
New Delhi, 

Begum Hamid Ah, C/o. Mrs Abbas 
Tyabjt, Camp, Bnroda, 

Mrs. N. M, Raiji, 68, Nepean Sea 
Road, Bombay. 

Mrs. S. N. Ray, Magistrate’s House, 
Comilla, Bengal. 

Miss A Khemchand, Kundanmall Girls’ 
School, Hyderabad (Smd). 

Mrs. Janaki Amma, 1 14, Visweswara- 
puram. Bangalore City. 

Mrs. G. Visalakshi, Gopalapuram, 
Cathedral P. O., Madras. 

Labour Sub-Committee 

Miss J. E. Copeland (Convener), 24, 
Rajpore Road, Delhi. 

Mrs. A. Chatterjee, 20. Mullen Street, 
Calcutta. 

Mrs. Maniben Moolji, Mulji Jetha’s 
Bungalow, near Mahalakshmi Tem- 
ple, Bombay 6. 

Mrs. J. R. Vakharia, Velle Viue, Ellis 
Bridge, Ahmedabad. 


Miss Anasuyaben Sarabhai, (to be 
requested to be a member of the 
Committee), C/o. Labour Union, 

Ahmedabad. 

Indigenous Industries Sub-Committee 

Mrs. Jayashri Raiji (Convener), 68, 
Nepean .Sea Rond, Bombay. 

Mrs. Hansa Mehta, Khambatta, Hall, 
16, Altmont Road, Bombay. 

Mrs. Bnrkat Rai. C/o. Rai Barkat Rai, 
Esq., Collector of Becd, Ahmednagar 

G. I. P. 

Mrs. Kamala H. Dassappa, P. O. 
Basavangudi, Bangalore City. 

Rajkuman Amrit Kaur, Jullundur City, 
Punjab. 

Miss Savitabcn Trivcdi, Sharada man- 
dir, Ellis Bridge, Ahmedabad. 

Rural Reconstrution Sub-Committee 

Rajkuman Amrit Kaur, (Convener),, 
Jullundur City, Punjab. 

Mrs. S. N. Ray, Magistrate’s House, 
Comilla, Bengal. 

Mrs. Satyavatibai Bapat, 536, Shanwar, 
Poona. 

Dr. Miss Bana, M. B. B. S. Shri Jamna- 
bai Hospital, Baroda. 

Mrs. Sharda Mehta, Ellis Bridge, 
Ahmedabad. 

Dr Mrs K, Tarabai, Bunder Road, 
Karachi. 

Miss K. Easwari Amma, Lecturer, 
Arts College, Trivandrum, 

Mrs. Purnima Banerjee, 41, George 
Town, Allahabad. 

Mrs. Rukminiamma, Santivilas, Laksh- 
mipuram, Mysore. 

Rani Saheba of Sherkot, Dhampur, 
U. P. 

Mrs. Hansa Mehta, 16, Altmont Road, 
Bombay. 



196 


ALL INDIA WOMEN S CONFERENCE 


Hanjan Sub Committeo 

Mr* Bnilal Nehru (Convenor) 15 
Tughalak Road New Delhi 
Mr» S C. Roy 36 Wellington Street, 
Calcutta 

Mrs IC Madhava Menon, Chalaporam 
Calicut (5 Malabar) 

Mra S Rajaramal opposite Y M C« 
A Trivandrum 

Mrs G Vtsalakshi Gopalapuram. 

Cathedral P O Madras 
Lady Nilkanth Bhadra Ahmedabad. 
Mrs R Ramanna C/o B Ramanna 
Esq Sub & Asst, Sessions Judge 
Mysore 

Opium and Other Narcotic Drugs 
Sob Comcnittee 

Mrs Lakshmi N Menon (Convener) 
Badsha Bagb Lneknow 
Begum Hamid All C|o Mrs. Abbas 
Tyabji Camp Baroda 
Rani Lakshmibai Rajwade Gwalior C.I 
Miss Hggot C E. Z. M House 
Hyderabad (Smd) 

Dr Mrs. K. Khadyo 204/2 Sadoshiv 
Poona Gty 

Miss] E. Copeland 24 Rajpore Road 
Delhi 

Special Committee on 
Legal Disabilities 

Mrs S N Ray (Convener) Magistrates 
House Comilla BengaL 
Ham Lakshmibai Rajwade Gwalior 

C I 

Begum Shah Nawaz, 5 Lawrence 
Road, Lahore 

Dr Mrs Malinibai Sukthanlrar Sbanta 
ram House Malabar Hill Bombay 
Begum Hamid AIL C/o Mrs Abbas 
Tyabju Camp Baroda 


Mrs Lakshmi N Menon Badsha Bagh 
Lucknow 

Miss Shyamkumari Nehru 1 Proyag 
Street Allahabad 

Mrs Manjon Kamalam Rajagnha, 
Ghalapuram. Calicut S Malabar 

Mrs, R Ramanna C/o B Ramanna 
Esq Sub & Asst Sessions Judge 
Mysore 

Miss Leiiamani Naidu The Golden 
Threshold, Hyderabad (Deccan) 

Leglslatl^'^ Sab Committee 

Mrs Asal All (Convenor) Cucha 
Chelan Daryagunge Delhi, 

Mrs Hansa Mehta 16, AJtmont Road, 
Bombay 6, 

Mrs S N Ray Magistrate s House 
Comilla Bengal 

Mrs Lakshmi N Menon I Badsha 
Bagh Lucknow 

Lady Shiivastava, Lucknow 

Miss Leilamam Naidu The Golden 
TTiroshold Hyderabad (Deccan) 

Franchise Sub Committee 

Ram Lakshmibai Rajwade (Convener) 
Gwabor G 1 

Mrs Rostomjl Fandoonji Khairtabad 
Hyderabad (Deccan) 

Mrs Hansa Mehta, 16 Altmont Road 
Bombay 

Miss Manorama Bose 1/2 Harish 
Mukherji Road Gokhale Memonal 
School Calcutta 

Mrs Anasuya Kale Dhantali Nagpur 

Rajkumari Amrit Kaur JuUunder City 
Punjab 

Mrs S C Mukerjee 9 Lower Rnwdon 
Street Calcutta 
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Dr. Mrs, MoljnibatSukthnnknr, Shanta- 
ram House. Mnlnbnr Hill, Bombay. 

Finance Sub-Committee 

Mrs, G, R. Bjllimorin (Convener), 

Thobum House, Apollo Bunder, 

Bombnj. 

Begum Hamid Ab C/o Mrs. Abbas 
Tyabji. Camp, Bnroda 


Mrs. Rustom)! Faridoonji, Khairtabad, 
Hyderabad. (Deccan) 

Becum Habibullah, il. Mall Road, 

Lucknow. 

Mrs. S. C. Mukcrjcc,9, Lower Rawdon 
Street, Calcutta. 

1 

Mrs. Mondyam, 1 14, Visweswarapuram, 
Bangalore City. 
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UST OF PRESIDENTS AND SECRETARIES OF CONSTITUENT 


CoUStltXlQDCy 

COMMITTEES 

President 

Secretary 

A^mer Merwaift 

— 

Mrs L, F Massey 

Andhra ^ 

Mr8« M E. Cousme 

Mrs. M Ksroalamma 

AttUD 

Mrs Higgins 

Mrs Rajabala Das 

Baroda 

Dr Bana 

Mrs Gool Wadia 

Bengal £a»t 

Mrs Sahabuddin 

Mrs Nag 

Bengal ^ott 

Mrs Protima Tagore 

Mrs Sudha Mukerjee 

Berar 

Mrs Janakibat Satbe 

Mrs Ambutar Mahajaiu 

Bibai 

Mrs Jayaiwal 

Mrs A. T Sen 

Bombay 

Mrs Jayashri Raijt 

Mrs Paona Daphtary 

CalcottB ^ 

Mrs S C. Mukerjeo 

Mrs R Ahmed 

C P North ^ 

Mrs S Ontambar 

Mrs H I Ahmed 

C. P Sooth ^ 

Mrs Ramabai Kedar 

Mrs Laxroibai Chitnarrs 

Cochin 

Dr P Goon Ammo 

Mrs Meenakshi N Menon 

DelH 

Lady N N Sircar 

1 Mrs Asaf Ali 

Col at at 

Mrs Bhide 

( Mrs Atija Masood 

Mrs J R Vakharla 

Gtrabor 

Lady RajaBat Phalke 

Mrs Chandrakala Sahai 

Hydrabnd (Dn ) 

Begum Wall ud^owla 

Mrs C, Cornelius 

Indore 

Princess Santnbai Sabeb 

Mrs JyoUna Mehta 

Kolhapnr ^ 

Lady Janakibai Smbms 

Mrs A T Kumate 

Konkan 

Mrs WiUis 

Mrs Gapte 

Madras 

Mrs M E Coasms 

Mrh A. Kuriyon 

Maharastra 

Miss Wadia 

Mrs Tarabai Patwardhan 

Malabar 

Mrs M Thomas 

Mrs Manjert Kamalammal 

Mysore 

Lady Mirza Ismail 

Mrs S Janakiammal 

N W F P „ 

Mrs Saadduddin Khan 

Mrs Aelam 

OnssB ^ 

Mrs Sarojlnl Choudhmy 

Miss S B Das 

Pooiab Central 

Begum Shah Nawar 

Miss Premwati Thapor 

Punjab East 

Rajkoraan Amnt Kaur 

Mrs P L. Sondhi 

Sangli 

H H The RaniSabeba ol Sangli Mrs Somatibai Gokhale 

Sind 

Mrs N A Haroon 

Dr K. Tarabai 

Tamil Nadu 

Srcemathi S Paramssivan 

D Karpagavalli ammal 

Travancore 

Mrs N Knnjan Filial 

Miss K Easwari Amma 

U P Agra 

Mrs Suleiman 

Mra Sheila Dhar 

U P Oudh . 

Lady Snvastava 

Begum Aisaz Rasul 
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List of Constituent and Sub- Constituent Areas 


A jmer-M erwara 

Ajmer 


Khendra 


Beawar 


JagdalpuT 


Kekn 


Narshmgpur 

Andhra 

Rajahmundry 

C. P. South 

Bhandara 


Ellore 


Balaghat 


Nidadavolu 


Betul 


Guntur - 


Chindwara 


Kudappah 


Chanda 


Nandigram 


Nagpur 


Madanapalle 


Wardha 


Vizagapatam 

Delhi 

Delhi 

Assam 

Gauhati 

Gujarat 

Ahmedabad 


Shillong 


Anand 


Sylhet 


Bhavnagar 

Berar 

Akola 


Broach 


Amraoti 


Nadiad 


Buldana 


Surat 


Yeotmal 

Konkan 

Alibagh 

Bengal East 

Dacca 


Thana 


Comilla 


Ratnagiri 


Brahmanbaria 

Madras 

Madras 

Bengal West 

Shantiniketan 

Maharastra 

Ahmednagar 


Chinsurah 


Nagar 


Bogra 


Nasik 

Bihar 

Bhagalpore 


Poona 


Chapra 


Satara 


Darbhanga 


Solapur 


Muzaffarpore 

Malabar 

Calicut 


Patna 


Cannanorc 


Purulia 


Tcllichcry 


Purneah 

N. W. F. P. 

Abbottabad 


Ranchi 


Peshawar 

Bombay 

Baudia 

Punjab Central 

Amritsar 


Bombay 


Lahore 


Khar 


Simla 

Calcutta 

Calcutta 

Punjab East 

Ambnln 

C. P. North 

Jubbulporc 


Gurgonn 


Bilashpur 


Hissnr 
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Hoshiarpur 


Cawnpore 


JuUandur 


Meerut 


Ludhiana 

U P (Oudh) 

Behraich 


Robtalc 


Barabanki 

Sind 

Hyderabad 


Fyrabad 


Karachi 


Gonda 


Larkana 


Hardoi 


Shikarpur 


Khen 


Sukkur 


Lakhimpur 

Tamil Nadu 

Coimbatore 


Lucknow 


Madura 


Moradabad 


Salem 


Onao 


Tanjoro 


Partabgarh 


Tnchinopoly 


Rai BeroIIi 


Tmnevelly 


Sitapur 

U P (Agra) 

Agra 

Utkal 

Balasore 


Allahabad 


Pun 


Benaiea 


Cuttack 


INDIAN 

STATES 


Bamda 

Baroda 


Jammu 

Bikaner 

Bikaner 

Kolhapur 

Kolhapur 

Cochin 

Adoor 

Myaore 

Bangalore 


Chittor 


Qukamagalur 


Cranganore 


Chitaldrug 


Eroaculam 


Davangiri 


Iringa Kuladah 


Haaian 


Kunnankolam 


Kolar 


Tnchur 


Mysore 


Tnpumthura 


Shimoga 


Vadakancheri 


Tumkur 

Gwalior 

Bhind 

Gwalior 

SangU 

Kawathe 


Uiiain 


Mangalwedha 

Hyderabed (Do*) Bit 

Hanamkondba 


Sangb 

Shahpor 


Hyderabad 


ShirhatU 


Wnrangal 


Terdal 

Indore 

Indore 

Tmrancore 

Tnraadrum 

Kaihmera 

Snnagar 


NagerkoU 
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MADRAS 


MOT E 5 
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AH-CAS 


8 INDIA. ., c 

AJMEPE „ vv 

ANDHRA SiNOH 

ASSAM TAMA- NADU 
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„ Vv 'J AGRA 

BERAR UPOUOH 

BIHAR states 

Ar.K>,cov/ BaRoOA 

Bombay Bikaner 

CALCUTTA CoHhiN 

C P NORTH '-WLMIN 

C P SOUTH DHAR 

Delhi Gwalior 

OUJERnr HYDERABAD 
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MADRAS Indore I 

MAHARASHTRA Ja\PUR 
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N W F P KOTAH 

MYSORE 

KOLHAPUR Sangh 

TRAVANCOR 
A D P , GWALIOR 



Appendix F 

All-India Women^s Education Fund Association 
Memorandum of Association 

The objects for wich the Association is established are ; 

1. The management of the Fund known as “ The All-India Women’s 
Education Fund. " 

2. The promotion of the education of the women and girls of India 
including:- 

( 1 ) the aid of any schemes for the furtherance of the education in all 
its branches, of the women and girls of India as may, from time to 
time, be recommended by the Conference known as the All-India 
Women’s Conference or under such other name as the Conference 
may hereafter be registered (hereinafter and in the Rules and 
Regulations of the Association referred to as the All-India 
Women’s Conference ) ; 

( n ) the institution of propaganda for the education of the women and 
girls of India , 

(tir) the increase of the supply of better trained teachers, having 
particular regard to the inclusion of training in domestic subjects; 

( tu ) the encouragement of the production of better text-books and 
attractive and suitable literature in the vernacular, 

( V ) the exploration and initiation of schemes for the education of children 
of Kindergarten age, for the extension of suitable education amongst 
children in rural areas, for the support where possible of approved 
schemes which already exist, and for the provision of suitable 
housing accommodation for women teachers, especially in rural 
areas, and 

( VI ) the extension of facilities in existing educational institutions for 
courses of training in home craft, fine arts, domestic science, 
physical culture and other suitable subjects. 

Rules And Regulations 
Chapter I— MEMBERSHIP 

I. There shall be the following grades of members of the Association : 

President 

Patrons 
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Memorandum of Association 

Tiic object'^ (or V. uh llic An';oc)nlion 1*5 cntnblislicd arc . 

1. The monnpcmcnl of ihc Fund known nn " The All-India Women’s 
I'durotion Fund 

2. The promolJon of the education of the \Nomcn and }r>r)s of India 
mcludinn** 

( I ) the aid of any schemes for the furtherance of the education m all 
its branches, of the women and Rirls of India ns may, from time to 
time, be recommended by the Conference known ns the All-India 
Women’s Conference or under such other name as the Conference 
ma> hereafter be registered (hereinafter and m the Rules and 
Regulations of the Association referred to ns the All-India 
Women's Conference ) : 

( ij ) the institution of propaganda for the education of the women and 
girls of India : 

( jti ) the increase of the supply of better trained teachers, having 
particular regard to the inclusion of training in domestic subjects; 

(iv) the encouragement of the production of better text-books and 
attractive and suitable literature in the vernacular, 

( 'i. ) the exploration and initiation of schemes for the education of children 
of Kindergarten age, for the extension of suitable education amongst 
children in rural areas, for the support where possible of approved 
schemes which already exist, and for the provision of suitable 
housing accommodation for women teachers, especially in rural 
areas, and 

( VP ) the extension of facilities in existing educational institutions for 
courses of training in home craft, fine arts, domestic science, 
physical culture and other suitable subjects. 

Rules And Regulations 
Chapter I— MEMBERSHIP 

1. There shall be the following grades of members of the Association : 
President 
Patrons 
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Vice PntTonB 
Life FellowB 
Life Memberi 
Fellows 
Members 

2 The President of the Association until its Annual General Meeting 
in 1931 shall bo Her Excellency The Lady Irwin Thereafter the President 
shall be elected at a General Meeting for a period of three years 

3 The Patrons of the Assooahon shall be Her Excellency The Lady 
Irwin Her Highness Chimnabai Gaekwar the Maharani of Baroda and Mrs 
Sarojini Naidu and donors of sums amounting m the aggregate to not less than 
Rs 20 000 and such other disbogmshed persons as the Governing Body may 
think proper to appoint. Every Patron shall be at liberty to appoint a reprc 
sentative to attend and vote at the General Meetings of the Assoaation on 
his or her behalf 

4 Vice-Patrons shall be donors of sums amounting in the aggregate 
to Hi 10 000 Life Fellows shall be donors of sums amounting in the aggre 
gate to Rs 500 Life Members shall be donors of sums of not less 
than Rs lOO 

5 Fellows shall be persons who pay an annual sahscription of not less 
than Rs 25 and Members shall be persons who pay an annual subscription 
of not less than Rs 5 The annual subscnpbon shall bo due on the 1st of 
November in every year save only that no person becoming a member 
between the 1st August and the 3ist October m any year shall be required to 
pay any subscripbon for the ensuing year 

6 The Governing Body may elect any person to Honorary Membership 
of any grade in rocognibon of sorvicoB rendered m the Aasociaboa 

7 The Honorary Secretary of tbe Assoaabon shall maintain a 
register of Members of the Association and this register shall bo open to 
inspecbon 

Chapter II -GENERAL MEETING 

The Annual General Meeting of the Association shall be held once a 
year at an Interval of not less than 10 and not more than 15 months either at 
the place and bme where the All India Women a Conference is held or at some 
other place and date to bo fixed by the Executive Committee. Notices of 
such Annual General Meobngs shall bo given If possible six weeks or at least 
one month before the dale fixed, and such nobce shall speafy the buiineis 
to bo transacted Members of all grades shall bo cnbtled to oltcnd and to 
vote on any qnosbon that may be submitted to the meeting for deter 
mination 
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Chapter IIL-GOVERNING BODY 

U From and after the first Annual General Meeting the Governing 
Body shall consist of . 

(j) the President, the Honorary Treasurer and Honorary Assistant 
Treasurer, the Honorary Secretary and Honorary Assistant Secretary, 
if Honorary Assistant Secretary and Honorary Assistant Treasurer 
are required; 

(n) nine members elected by the Association from amongst the 
members of the Association in accordance with paragraphs (2) and 
(4) below, 

(ni) fifteen members elected by the Standing Committee of the Alblndia 
Women’s Conference in accordance with paragraph (3) below. 
These members will be elected by the Standing Committee 
before the Annual General Meeting of the Association but will 
not ]oin the Governing Body until after the Annual General 
Meeting 

2. Of the nine members elected by the Association, one shall if possible 
be a woman M L. A,, one shall be a woman connected with University work, 
one shall be a woman connected with Secondary Schools, one shall be a 
woman connected with Primary Schools, one shall be a woman connected with 
Training Colleges and Classes and four shall represent the general body of 
the members of the Association. Should it not be possible to elect a member 
from the class of women M. L. A then, until it is so possible, there shall be 
five members on the Governing Body representing the general body of members 
of the Association, 

3 Of the fifteen members elected by the Standing Committee, at least 
three must be from the Indian States 

4. All members will be elected for three years subject to one*third 
retiring by rotation each year but being eligible for re-election. The members 
to retire after the first and second year shall be determined by lot. In every 
subsequent year those who have been longest in office shall retire. The Vacan- 
cies thus created each year shall be filled, in the case of those elected by 
the Association, by election, by nomination and postal ballot in such manner 
as the Governing Body shall prescribe by Bye-laws from time to time and m 
the case of those elected by the Standing Committee by election in such a 
manner as the Standing Committee shall arrange Such election shall be held 
prior to the Annual General Meeting of the Association 

Note — The following resolution was passed at the last Annual Meeting 
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of the All India Women a Edncation Fund Aaioaation held m 
Delbi, on the I5ih of March 1935: — 

Reeolved that the present method of election to the Governing 
Body be so altered that from 1936, instead of election by rotation the 
entire Governing Body shall be elected every three years. The procedure 
of nomination and eleebon shall remain the same as heretofore Rettnng 
members of the Governing Body shall be ehgible for re-election 

5 The Governing Body shall have power to co-opt persons having 
expert knowledge in some branch of the Assoaebon s work ad hoc for the 
considerabon of some particular matter specially affecting the AssofiaboD s 
work The number of persons so co-opted shall not at any one time exceed 
five Any co-option shall cease at the will of the Governing Body 

6 Casual vacancies among members of the Govermng Body occurring 
between any two annual elections shall be filled by the Governmg Bodyi 
and any person so chosen shall retam her office t>o long as the vacating 
member would have retained the same if no vacancy had occtired SuniJar 
vacancies oecunng among the members elected through the Standing Committee 
of the All'lndia Women s Conference shall be filled by the Standing Committee 
But no action of the Governing Body which may be otherwise valid shall be 
rendered invalid by reason of any such vacancy remaining unfilled provided 
however that the number of vacanaes so remaining unfilled shall not at any 
bme exceed three An absence of twelve months out of India shall consbtute 
a vacancy 

7 The Governing Body shall hold its Annoal meeting on the same 
day and at the same place and immediately after the Annual General Meetmg 
of the Assodation or at such other place and bme as the Ezecubve Committee 
may decide The Governing Body shall at the Annual Meeting elect from 
among themselves a Chairwoman who will preside in the absence of the 
President and Vice-Chairwoman who m the absence of the Chairwoman shall 
conduct the duties of the Chairwoman and exercise her powers In the absence 
of both at any meefang such meehng may elect its ovm Chairwoman from 
those present Any vacancies m these offices occuring during the year shall 
be filled up by the Governing Body 

Chapter IV-COMMITTEES 

1 The Governing Body shall at Its annual meeting elect an Elzeeutlve 
Committee of eight members besides the office bearers from among the 
members of the Aesoaation of whom at least four shall be members appointed 
to the Governing Body ns aforesaid in Clause I paragraph (fiO of Chapter 
III Any vacanaes in the elected members of the Executive Committee occunng 
during the year shall be filled by the Executive Committee 



tfl") This Executive Committee will perform the current duties of the 
Association and such other duties as the Governing Body may prescribe. The 
transactions of the Executive Committee shall be duly recorded and laid 
before the Governing Body at its next meeting for information or conformation 
In case of emergency the Executive Committee may perform any duty and 
exercise any power of the Governing Body. The Executive Committee may 
appoint any Sub-Committee and delegate to it any powers which may be 
necessary, but the proceedings of such Sub-committees shall in every case be 
reported for information or confirmation to the Executive Committee. The 
Executive Committee shall meet at such time and in such places as they think 
proper and at all their meetings four shall form a quorum. 

’S. The President, Chairwoman, Vice-Chairwoman, Honorary Secretary, 
Honorary Assistant Secretary, Honorary Treasurer and Honorary Assistant 
Treasurer shall be ex-offlcto members of the Executive Committee, and the 
Honorary Secretaries shall be ex-officto members of all Sub-committees. 
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of the All India Women a Education Fund Aatoaabon held m 
Delhi, on the 15th of March l935 — 

Resolved that the present method of election to the Governing 
Body he so altered that from 1936, instead of election by rotation the 
entire Governing Body shall be elected every three years The procedure 
of nomination and eleebon shall remam the same as heretofore Rebnng 
members of the Governing Body shall be ehgible for re-election 

5 The Governing Body shall have power to co-opt persons having 
expert knowledge in some branch of the Assoaabon s work ad hoc for the 
consideration of some particular matter specially affeebng the Asso£iabon s 
work The number of persons so co-opted shall not at any one time exceed 
five Any co>^ption shall cease at the vnll of the Governing Body 

6 Casual vacanaes among members of the Governing Body occurring 
between any two annual eleebons shall be filled by the Governing Body 
and any person so chosen shall retam her ofhee bo long as the vacabng 
member would have retained the same if no vacancy had occured Similar 
vacancies occunng among the members elected through the Standmg Committee 
of the All-lndia Women s Conference shall be Tilled by the Standmg Committee 
But no action of the Governing Body which may be othervnie valid shall be 
rendered invalid by reason of any such vacancy remamlng unfilled, provided 
however that the number of vacanoes so remainmg unfilled shall not at any 
time exceed three An absence of twelve raonthB out of India shall constitute 
a vacancy 

7 The Governing Body shell hold its Annual meeting on the same 
day and at the same place and immediately after the Annual Genera] Meeting 
of the Association or at such other place and time as the Executive Committee 
may decide The Governing Body shall at the Annual Meeting elect from 
among themselves a Chairwomsn who will preside in the absence of the 
President and Vice-Chairworaon who in the absence of the Chairwoman shall 
condnet the duties of the Chairwomen end exercise her powers In the absence 
of both at any meeting such meeting may elect its own Chairwoman from 
those present Any vacancies in these offices occunng during the year shall 
be filled up by the Governing Body 

Chapter IV-COMMITTEES 

1 The Governing Body shall at Its annual meeting clod on Executive 
Committee of eight members besides the office-bearers from among the 
members of the Association of whom at least four shall be members appointed 
to the Governing Body ns aforesaid in Clause 1 paragraph (nO of Chapter 
111 Any vacanaes in the elected members of the Executive Committee occunng 
dunng the year shall be filled by the Executive Committee. 
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tir) This Executive Committee will perform the current duties of the 
Association and such other duties as the Governing Body may prescribe. The 
transactions of the Executive Committee shall be duly recorded and laid 
before the Governing Body at its next meeting for information or conformation 
In case of emergency the Executive Committee may perform any duty and 
exercise any power of the Governing Body. The Executive Committee may 
appoint any Sub-Committee and delegate to it any powers which may be 
necessary, but the proceedings of such Sub-committees shall in every case be 
reported for information or confirmation to the Executive Committee. The 
Executive Committee shall meet at such time and in such places as they think 
proper and at all their meetings four shall form a quorum. 

"S. The President, Chairwoman, Vice-Chairwoman, Honorary Secretary, 
Honorary Assistant Secretary, Honorary Treasurer and Honorary Assistant 
Treasurer shall be ex-offlcio members of the Executive Committee, and the 
Honorary Secretaries shall be ex-offleto members of all Sub-committees. 



Appen(Jir G 

Hlftory of the All India Womon^B Conference 


1 Ori^n of the AH India Women • Conference — 

The All India Women a Conference owea ita origin to a circular letter 
from Mrs Margaret E« Couama who m the autmnn of 1926 as Secretary of 
the Women a Indian Association Adyar Madras addressed an appeal to 
women all orer the country to form local committees and hold Constituent 
Conferences in each of the Provinces and m certain other clearly defined dTstneta 
and Indian States, for the purpose of declaring their views on problems 
of education 

The original stJmulas which gave rise to Mrs Cousins letter was an 
appeal made by the Director of Public Instruction Bengal at the Pnxe Giving 
Kinclion of the Bothune College Calcutta in which he called on Indian 
Women to Ml wiff* on* vote* what thay xs>aiii atid ke*P on ns iHl thty 

Ret tt Mrs A L Hmdekoper on cj Principal of the Bothune College (who 
1 am glad to soy is still one of our very sctive members) made use of this 
appeal as the basis of two articles which were published in Sin Dhanna the 
monthly magazine of the Women a Indian Association and it was after this 
that Mrs Cousins took up the matter in the way 1 have jost desenbed Her 
appeal met with a wide and enthusiastic response and ConsUtuent (Conferences 
were held m 22 places during the months of September to December 1926 
and the First All-India Women a Conference was organised to take place at 
Poona Whota it waa duly hold Iron. January 5lb to 8th 1927 ™dai tho 
diabneuiahcd Praaidantthlp ol Her Hiahneaa tho Maharanl ^ronabai Sahob 
Gaekwar o( Baroda -Mr. Coualoa being the lust Honorarr ^Baniilng Socre 
vjocaw ^ related almost without 

tary The Resolution, passed at 

Kteeption to education ra^gJrgfjj, EducaUon Tho sole exception was 
to those relating_^o^}^ ,[,3 practice of early marriage as it interfered with 
aupporting Sir Harf Singh Gour • Aga of Consent Bill which 
was then about to come before the Legislative Assembly 

Z« The Second Conference 


In 1928 tho Second Conference waa hold In Delhi under the Presidentship 
of Her Highness the Begum Mother of Bhopal the proceedinga being opened 
by Her Excellency the Udy Irwin In addiUon to re affirming moat ol the 
Resolutions of the hirst Conlerenee notable ReaoluUont were passed relalmo 
to Ral Sahib Harbila. Sard. . Bill for tha restraml of Early Marriage which 
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was at that time under consideration, as well as urging the Government to 
give representation to women m the Central Legislature, so that they might 
be able to express their views on pending measures affecting the interests 
of women and girls. The Second Conference was noteworthy also as the 
origin of the All-India Fund for Women’s Education. 

3 The Third Conference— 

The third Coference, that of 1929, was held at Patna, with Her Highness 
the Dowager Ram of Mandi as President. It was on this occasion that the 
scope of the Conference was definitely widened to include Social Reform and 
a seperate Section for Social Reform was created to work on lines parallel 
to those of the Section concerned with Educational Reform 1 hree Sub-Commit- 
tees of the Educational Reform Section were appointed to carry on work 
throughout the year in the following directions 

(а) The drafting of a special curriculum for schools, based on the ideals 
underlying the Resolutions passed by the Conference, 

(б) The revising and creating of new text books 

(c) The investigation of the conditions of the training of teachers in all 
parts of India. Under the Social Reform Section also a Sub- 
committee was appointed to carry on the campaign to raise the age 
of marriage. 

4. The Fourth Conference- 

By 1930, when the Fourth Conference was held in Bombay under 
the Presidentship of Mrs. Sarojim Naidu, the increased efficiency of 
the organization had become very noticeable, and the Honorary 
Organizing Secretary ( Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya ) was able to 
report the accomplishment of a large amount of very effective work done by 
the Constituent bodies in many parts of India. Prominent among the list of 
reforms effected through the support of the Conference and its members was 
the passing of the Sarda Act which, (while in the opinion of the Conference 
the age-limits specified in the Act were much too low, and the Act possessed 
some other obvious defects) was yet a bold step in the right direction. 
Following up that success the Social Reform Section of the Conference took a 
very active part in the agitation for reform of the Laws of Inheritance as 
affecting women, while on the educational side an immense amount of useful 
constructive work, in addition to propaganda, was done by local members and 
committees of the Conference and its Constituencies, in such directions as the 
opening of new Girls’ Schools, Industrial Schools, Schools for children of the 
Depressed Classes, Adult Education, Prison Visiting, Relief to Women passen- 
gers on the Railways, and Child Welfare and Maternity work. A new field of 
work, that in connection with female labour, was opened up through the 
opportunity of giving evidence before the Labour Commission, while by the 
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dolegatusD of diituigmtbed members to Intemation&l G>DfereDces such as tlie 
Berlm International Congress of women for Suffrage and Equal Citizenship 
the work of the Conference became known to women of other countries and 
vtc* vena 

It was in 1930 that the Committee of the Education Fund which had 
been registered the year before as The All-lndia Women s Education Fund 
Associabon deeded to make a full enquiry about a suitable education for 
gtrls An All India Committee was appointed to investigate this matter The 
members of tbe Committee made enquiries in their own pirovinces at first and 
then met together at Panclunarhu C P in July and made their Report 

5 The Fifth Conference— 

The Fifth Conference was held at Lahore in 1931 with Dr (Mrs ) 
Muthulakshmi Reddi as President Although thn year 1930*31 had been one 
of great difficulties owing to the pro occupation of the country with political 
matters, it was neverthless a year m which the work of tbe Conference made 
great forward atrides Tbe number of Constituencies had by this time risen to 
33 and many more schools hostels and centres for adult education were 
reported at having been started through the efforts of members Tbe institution 
of tbe observance of March istas Womens day and the holding of meetings 
in almost all the Constituenaes on that day to populanse and explain the 
work of the Conference was another noteworthy innovation Vigorous and 
well-timed propaganda was earned on with a view to safeguarding tbe Sards 
Act from amendments designed to nullify its usefulness work was continued 
in tbe direction of getting the laws of loheritance amended and new work 
waa undertaken m Barods towards getting tbe State to lead tbe way m putting 
on the Statute Book a Divorce Act for Hindus There were increasing signs 
all over the country that tbe propsganda of the members of the Confererioe m 
their various Constituenaes was beginning to bear fruit m the changed attitude 
of the public towards the ameliorabon of the conditions of women m general 
their better education their proper representation m legislative and odministra 
tivo bodies and m the judiciary ns Honorary Magistrates The question of 
abolition of untouchabllity began to bo tackled too in some Constituencies 
notably m Madras and while the attempt to deal with Labour questions (for 
which the formation of a special Conference had been contemplated) suffered 
a temporary set back owing to the disturbed conditions of the times the 
keenness of members to tackle that among the other many difficult problems 
of the day was intensified rather than diminished 
6. The Sixth Conference- 

It was in 1932 when the Conference had Madras as its venue and its 
President was Mrs P IC Ray that it was clearly seen that although the 
constitution of the Conference debarred it from taking part m Party politics 
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it could not, if it were to perform its function of establishing women in their 
rightful position in the state and in society, avoid concerning itself with 
politics in the widest sense of the term. The status of women in the new 
constitution of India, particularly in relation to their fundamental rights, their 
representation in the various bodies and the conditions of their enfranchisement, 
was a matter of vital importance not only to politicians, but to the whole 
country; and it was overwhelmingly felt that every opportunity must be taken 
before the constitution was actually drawn up in details, to impress upon those 
concerned in framing it, the views of nearly half of those who Would have to 
abide by it when framed. To this end, in April 1931, a representative meeting 
was held in Bombay, under the Presidentship of Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, the 
outcome of which was that the All-India Women’s Conference, the Women^s 
Indian Association, and the National Council of Women in India, conjointly 
drew up a Memorandum to be placed before the Franchise Sub-Commitlee of 
the Round Table Conference. In May this Memorandum was submitted to all 
the Constituencies, with an invitation to them to give their considered opinion 
upon the views stated theirin, and again in its final form, before it was actually 
submitted to the Franchise Committee, the Memorandum was circulated to the 
Constituencies, from which no dissentient opinion was received. I need hardly 
remind you that the essential points which were decided to press in the 
Memorandum were as follows ; 

(7) Equal rights and obligations of all citizens without any bar on 
account of sex, 

(2) No disability to attach to any citizen by reason of his or her 
religion, caste, creed or sex, in regard to public employment, office 
of power or honour, and in the exercise of any trade or calhng. 

{ 3 ) Adult suffrage. 

(4) Women to fight elections on equal terms with men, in mixed general 
electorates, 

(5) No reservation of seats for women as such, nor special nomination 
or co-option. 

A deputation of ladies belonging to the All India Women’s Conference 
also waited on His Excellency the Viceroy, in May, and presented a 
Memorial asking for women to be represented on the Round Table Conference. 

The Social Reforms Section was kept busy again this year in agitating 
against the attempts to amend the Sarda Act. Rai Saheb Harbilasji Sarda’s 
Bill to secure a shaie for Hindu Widows in their husbands’ family property 
was very widely supported in the Constituencies. The year was also note- 
worthy for the number of laws passed in Indian States, safeguarding women’s 
rights, or enhancing their status. 
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TKc work of the Elducalion Section went forward with unabated vigour 
on the usual bnes progress being made with the scheme for opening a 
Women s College for Home Saence Edacahonal Research and Traming of 
Teachers The Text book Sub>committee made considerable progress with 
its arduous labour as did also the Sub-committees on Labour and Indigenous 
Industries 

7 The Seventh Conference 

The Seventh Conference met at Lucknow m 1933 under the President 
ship of Lady Ramanbhai Neelkantb In the work of the preceding year that 
of representing the viewpoint of Indian Womanhood on the corutitutional 
question had remained uppermost owing to the fact that the Indian Franchise 
Committee waa occupied with it^ labours In India during the cold season of 
that year and the Standing Committee of the Conference felt it obligatory 
that it should continue to press the views laid down m the Memorandum 
presented the year before to the Round Table Conference Nine members of 
the All India Women a Conference gave evidence at various centres that of 
Ra]kumari Amnt Kaur (Chairwoman of the Standing Committee) being specially 
noteworthy for the firm stand which she made upon the pnncrplet laid down 
in the Memorandum in spite of the fire of searching cro8t>esammation From 
the point of view of immediate results however those efforts were alas I m 
vain and the publication of the Communal Award was the signal for an out 
burst of protests from our Constituencies 

The work of the Social Section went forward a pace m many Consti- 
tuennes the earnest practical efforts towards the removal of untouchability 
and caste restrictions proved conclusively lo those who have eyes to see that 
women are not— as they are usually supposed to be — the custodians of orthodoxy 
and coDservatisnu In many of the Stales ConsUtuenaes as well as those of 
British India there was a strong movement m favour of providing for divorce 
in Hindu society and its equalisation for men and women among Muslims 
The promotion of the cause of Swadeshi and of indigenous industries was also 
a very important feature of the year s work as was also the number of 
instances m which members of the Conference were successful in contesting 
on terms of equality with men elections for scats on Muniapal Corporations 
and academic bodies of Universities 

The opening of the Lady Irwin College for women at Delhi on 
November 10 1932, was the event of the year in the Educational Section 
concrete evidence of the value of the work which had quietly and steadily 
been proceeding since the starting of the Education Fund four years ago< 
Important as was that event, however one must not allow it to overshadow 
ftU tha other less ipcclaculnr day to-day work of members fn the Cooftftuen 
cies for without that real underlying real for the educational uplift of women 
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throughout the land, in villages as well as in towns, in quite devoted care 
and service, as well as in laying of foundation-stones and presiding over 
public meetings, our Conference would have never grown into the soild 
organisation that it now is. 

8. The Eighth Conference 

Our Eighth Session was held at Calcutta, Lady Abdul Qadir being the 
President on that occasion. The most prominent feature of the work of 1933 
had again been the political one, owing to the publication of the White Paper, 
in which it was seen that the attempt made by our representatives in 1931 
and 1932, to gain the equal status, had completely failed. It became necessary 
therefore to frame a second Memorandum, m which, while it was reiterated 
that the proposals 'Contained m the first Memorandum provided the only 
‘ satisfactory solution, the White Paper proposals were examined and a clear 
statement made as to how far Ihey could be regarded as even an adequate 
‘ second bast ’ or not. This Memorandum was submitted to the Joint Parlia- 
/mentary Committee of the British Parliament, and later, three elected members 
representing our Conference, as also the National Council of Women in India, 
and the Women’s Indian Association, were invited to London to give evidence 
before the Joint Parliamentary Committee Suffice it to say here that through 
Memorandum 11 and the firm stand taken by our delegates in giving their 
evidence, we showed that, while willing to adopt an accommodating attitude 
in regard to details during the period of transition, we stood immovably for 
the principle of equal status, and against that of communal and special 
representation. 

One very useful outcome of the political work outside India has been 
the many contacts that our delegates made with women s organisations of 
other countries and with institutions of international scope including the various 
organisations connected with the League of Nations 

Wider and wider though the scope of our activities has become, it must 
not be thought that this had the effect of making the current of local work 
flow more sluggishly. On the contrary, the work of the Educational and 
Social Reform Sections grows ever more intensive as it grows extensive. As a 
whole our Movement gathers force every day from new streams of 
local enterprise. 

9. The Ninth Conference— 

The Ninth Session of the All-India Women’s Conference held its sittings 
in December 1934 at Karachi under the Presidentship of Mrs. Rustomji 
Faridoon]! Practical achievement was the key-note of the Conference in the 
year 1934 — for, in spite of many handicaps particularly of funds and workers 
the reports of work in the various Constituencies showed that a distinct 
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raiied m the same way for the Quetta Earth quake Relief Speaal mention 
muit be made here of the organised help that was given by the membera of 
Constituencies in Central Punjab Sind and North West Frontier Province to 
the refugees in Karachi Lahore Peshawar and other places 

With regard to franchise there was nothing much left to be done All 
efforts to alter the qualifications for franchise mentioned m the Government 
of India Bill were of no avail repeated demands representations and state 
ments met with but bttle auccess and the Government of India Bill was passed 
into an AcU A resolubon was passed reiterabng the disapproval of the 
Conference of the franchise qualificabons but urging on the women to use the 
powers granted to them by the Act however inadequate they may be ^ 

There was a lively discussion on the quesbon of Birth Con rol durmg 
the proceedings of the Tenth Session The Conference vras fortunate m having 
Mrs Sanger one of the prominent workers in the United States of America 
whose vast experience and knowledge was helpful The Conference passed 
by a large majority the resolubon supporbng the necessity for instrucbon in 
methods of Birth Control through recognised clmics 

Notable visitors from foreign countries USA. England* Japan and 
China were present at this Session It was a source of great eneouTagement 
and iDspirabon to all The women s cause is the same all over the 
world and it gave one an opportunity ol exchanging Ideas and learning one 
another s experiences 

The number of Constituencies and members bad been increasing during the 
year The reports of the work done m the different consbtuenaes show that 
women are taking a much greater interest in scdal work. The actlWtiee had 
mcToased and most consbtuenaes had undertaken ^rachcal work in sotoe 
direcbon# 
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“I have grown old giving messages. Still if you need one from me I can 

only say that until women establish their womanhood, the progress of India in 

all directions is impossible, When women whom we call ‘Abala’ become 

‘Sabala’, all those who are helpless will become powerful.” 

Mahatma Geindhi 


“It is with the greatest pleasure that 1 send my greetings and my message 
of good, wishes to the All-India Women’s Conference under the able guidance 
of Mrs Cousins, I feel confident that this session will register a notable 
advance in the furtherance of our cause and I hope that the consolidation of 
our efforts and the adoption of a practical programme will be the features of 
the coming year. I wish the Conference all success.’’ 

H. H. Maharani Setu Parvati Bayi of Travancore 


‘"It behoves us as women, awake to our high duties and responsibilities 
to translate our ideals into actions and our dreams into realities for the 
progress and freedom of India.” Shrimati Sarojini Naidu 

"With regard to the wish of the Women’s Conference Her Highness much 
regrets that she will not be able to come to Ahmedabad for the Conference. 
Her Highness has donated Two Thousand rupees towards the same and sends 
her best wishes to the organisers of the Conference which she hopes will be 
a great success.’’ 

Secretary To H. H. The Rani Saheba of Bhavnagar 


"Regret cannot attend Lately am not well. Wish every success.” 

H. H. The Maharani of Baroda 


" Deeply touched by kind thought and remembrance. Broken health 
prevents attendance Conference but shall be with you. dear sisters, in spirit. 
With best wishes prayers for every success.” 

H. H. The Maharani Sucaharu Devi of Mayurbhanj 


“I wish the Conference success in its important deliberations under 
Mrs. Cousins.” Lady Mirza Ismail 

‘‘Nothing would have afforded me greater pleasure than meebng all my 
friends at the Conference once more and taking part in its deliberations at 
an important and critical period of the history of our Motherland. I am sorry. 
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towcvcr tbat I am deprived of ttat pleasure at I am thousands of miles away 
from my homo and I have to content myself with my smeorest good wishes 
for the silocess of the Conference and for the continued usefulness of its worL 
throughout the coimng year Ledy Abdul Qadir 


What message could 1 send better than wishing the Conference great 


Success 


Msibaraiu Lalita Kuman of Vixianagaram 


You have my good wishes for the Women ■ Conference I have 
always felt strongly that whatever major questions we may have to consider 
m India* this must be considered m relation to the problem of the women s 
progress Pandit Jawahnrlal Nebni 

* 1 send you my greetings and my best wishes 1 folly hope* under your 
(Mrs Cousins ) guidance the Conlerence will be a great success 

Mrs, Bnjlal Nehru 

I with the Conference every success Mr M R. Jayaicar 

To the women of India assembled m Conference at Ahmedabad 1 
tend my salutations and smeerest wishes It is my prayer that your every 
attempt and effort towards progress and perfeebon be crowned with success 
but may oUr vision of equality and freedom be tempered with dignity and 
Wisdom May your dauntless courage selfless devobon and your indivisible 
Unity serve as an inspiration to yoUr country and to the world may God 
guide you and help you m your glorious purpose 

H H The First Princess of Hyderabad 

‘ Hearty congratulabons to Conference on its founder prcsidmg wish 
glorious success ‘ Mulhulakshmi Reddi 

Best wishes for success Second decade Women s Conference devotion 
blessmgs to its Eleventh President Dr James Cousins 

1 greet you my sisters and with you happiness Remember that 
Mother India is watching you i the world i» watching you. I am sure you 
Will bo worthy daughters of this great and ancient Country our Motherland 

Diwan Bahadur Har Bilat Sarda 
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!1 H. TJjc Mnhfirnni Snhel) of NA\nnaf^nr 


“The Liaison Cronp m Lnpitvncl ncniL Nsaunefit ricctm^" to officers 
and dclcgnlcs assembled nl ibc Annual Sension, In expressing tlicir ndmirntion 
r for ibc wo^k alrctidj acliicxcd bj the vsomen's movement in India, the Group 
3^cnc\vs its pledge to support the aims of tlie Conference and to promote m nil 
parts of tlic Bntisii Commonwealth a better understanding of and sympathy 
with the work that Indian women arc doing for educational and social reform 
and to gam equal status and opportunities. ’’ 

The Liaison Group of British Women's Societies 
( British Commonwealth League, Six Point Group, 
Women’s Freedom League and Women’s Inter- 
national League— British Section ) 

*' Best wishes for the success of the Conference. ’’ 

The National Couucil of Women in India 

“The National Y. W. C A of India, Burma and Ceylon extends its 
greetings and good wishes to the All-India Women’s Conference. The place 
and contribution of women m the held of education and social reform 
has been proved of paramount importance m the world today May the united 
ff lo r.f nil of us women bring good will and happiness to our country 
oflnL. God’s blessmg be upon you all ” 

National Y. W C. A. of India 


“ The Women’s Advisory Council on Indian Questions of Great Britain 
sand warmest greetings to All Indta Women’s Conferenoe members assembled 
at Ahmedabad and wishes them a successtul session and a prosperous years 
work This Council believes that the forces of progress in India will be 
T a bv the increBsed number of women voters and 

greately s reng Legislatures and looks with confidence to the part that 

representatives m the L-eg 
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towevor that 1 am depnvod of that pleasure as I am thousands of miles away 
from my home and I have to content myself with my smcerest good wishes 
for the success of the Conference and for the continued usefulness of its work 
throughout the coming year Lady Abdul Qadir 


What message could I send better than wishing the Conference great 
success Maharam Lalita Kiunan of Vizianagaram 

You have ray good wishes for the Women s Conference I have 
always felt strongly that whatever ma}or questions we may have to consider 
m India, this must be considered m relation to the problem of the women s 
progress Pandit Jawabarlal Nehru 

* I send you my greetiugs and my best wishes 1 fully hope» under your 
(Mrs Cousms ) guidance the Conference wiU be a great success 

Mrs- Bnjlal Nehru 

I wish the Conference every success Mr M R. Jayakar 


To the women of India assembled in Conference at AKmedahad 1 
send my salutations and smcerest wishes It is my prayer that your every 
attempt and effort towards progress and perfection be crowned with success 
but may oUr vision of equality and freedom be tempered with dignity and 
Wisdom May your dauntless courage selfless devotion and your indivisible 
Unity serve as an inspuation to yoUr country and to the world may God 
gnide you and help you m your glorious purpose 

H H The First Princess of Hyderabad 

Hearty congrratulatlons to Conference on Us founder presiding wish 
glonons success Dr Muthulakshmi Reddi 

Best wishes for success Second decade Women s Conference devotion 
blessings to its Eleventh President Dr James Cousins 

I greet you my sisters and wish you happiness Remember that 
Mother India is watching you : the world is watching you- I am sure you 
will he worthy daughters of this great and ancient Country our Motherland 

Diwan Bahadur Har Bilas Sarda 
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H. \I riic Mnlinmni SrvUcb of Navnonnnr 


"The !-ic\i'-.on Croup in -cml’ wnrmrM {ircclinR'. to officers 

nntl delegates nsncmblccl at llic Annual Session. In expressing tlicir ntlmiralion 
lor llic v.'ojk already acliicvcd by the v.'oinrn'n movement in India, tiic Group 
^renews its pledge to support the aims ol the Conference and to promote m all 
parts of the Brtli-.ii Commonwealth a better understanding of and sympathy 
with the work that Indian w’omcn arc doing for educational and social reform 
and to gam equal status and opportunities. ’* 

The Liaison Group of British Women's Societies 
( British Commonwealth League, Six Point Group, 
Women's Freedom League and Women's Inter- 
national League— British Section ) 


" Best wishes for the success of the Conference. '' 

The National Couucil of Women in India 


“The National Y. W. C. A. of India, Burma and Ceylon extends its 
greetings and good wislics to the All-India Women’s Conference. The place 
and contribution of women in the field of education and social reform 
has been proved of paramount importance m the world today. May the united 
efforts of all of us women bring good will and happiness to our country 
of India, God’s blessing be upon you all ’’ 

National Y. W. C. A. of India 


"The Women’s Advisory Council on Indian Questions of Great Britain 
send warmest greetings to All India Women’s Conference members assembled 
at Ahmedabad and wishes them a successful session and a prosperous year’s 
work This Council believes that the forces of progress in India will be 
greately strengthened by the increased number of women voters and 
representatives in the Legislatures and looks with confidence to the part that 
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organiBcd women of India vnll play in the future of their country ^ 

The Women*# Abvicory Council on Indian Qaettions 
of Great Britain 

” The British Commonwealth League is glad to take this opportunity of 
conveying lU congratulations to the AU-lndia Womens Conference on the 
comprehensive Memorandum on the Status of women sent in to the League of 
Nations and to note that Indian and British women are at one m their desire 
to see ec^ual status for men and women estahlisbed throughout the world 

The British Commonwealth League 


**Grcebnga " 


Edinburgh Women Cibren# 


I send ray warmest greetings to the All-India Women s 
members ana wish them a very successful session 


Conferenc* 




Lady Dorothy Halifax 


"Sorry cant attend Wish Conference evrry success " 

H H The Dowager Rani of Mandi 

Wish Conference every success Sorry unable to come Love and best 
wishes Mrs. Rustomji Fandoonji 

" Grectirrg Completion decade Fitting President Cousins Triumphant 
Success attend deliberations Miss A Kbemchand 


Greetings ^ 


Miss Meliscent Shephard 


* My heartiest greetings to all memhcis of the All-India Women s Confer 
ence assembled at Ahmcdabad May they have a very happy and successful 
Conference and bo encouraged to even greater effort in the future and may 
our Liaison Work by promoting a greater (rtondihip and understanding between 
the women of both our countries enable us together to serve the cause of 
world peace at this time Mrs, Grace Lonkester 




Majoor Mwtrcoaicya 
CbM Katrtm Resc{'A&m«4lain«^ 




